Assessing progress and performance: Secondary Science

English (with Hindi)

Commentary:

In this secondary science lesson, the teacher reviews the characteristics of cells. He has
divided the class into groups according to their attainment level and distributed differentiated
worksheets.
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Commentary:

During this lesson, several ways of assessing students’ work are demonstrated. Assessment
is not just setting tests; there are other techniques for checking progress. You can assess
students’ understanding by observing their work and listening to their conversations.
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Commentary:

When assessing through observation and listening, the teacher can make a mental note of
students’ progress.
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Student: T W
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Commentary:

Next, the teacher shows his students how to create a visual representation of what they have
learnt about cells. It’s called a mind map, and ideas are written out like the branches of a tree.
The students’ diagrams tell the teacher how much they have understood.
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Commentary:

Another example of assessment is peer assessment. The teacher instructs groups of similar
attainment level to exchange mind maps. Students can evaluate one another’s work and offer
feedback. This also helps reinforce their own understanding of the topic.
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Commentary:

The teacher encourages his students to discuss the other group’s mind map and see if they
can add further ideas.
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Commentary:

At the end of the lesson, there’s a further opportunity for peer assessment when the mind
maps are put on display for all the students to review. How would you ask your students to
feed back to one another on the mind maps displayed?




