Using groupwork: Upper Primary Science

English (with Hindi)

Commentary:

In this upper primary science class, a teacher has arranged her students into four groups to
develop their understanding of floating and sinking.

Notice how the teacher asks each group to decide who will take responsibility for different
aspects of the task.
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Commentary:

The teacher asks each group to select a leader and that leader to select a note taker.
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Commentary:

The teacher explains the note taker should draw three circles, labelled ‘float’ ‘sink’ and ‘not
sure’, and list items in each according to the group members’ predictions.
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Student 1: F&T M7

Student: gl & &

Student 1: Fifer 3T Tofl FA § @ I R
Student 2: 3HT ST AT R

Students: &1

Student 2: FT T?
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Students: &1
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Commentary:

Groupwork is a powerful form of active learning. After exchanging their ideas, the groups
test their predictions.
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Commentary:

The teacher asks her students to place a tick or cross next to the items they listed,
depending on whether they predicted correctly or not. She also asks them to explain in
writing why the objects floated or sank.
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Student: §TeT IR ¥ 8 R T &
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Commentary:

The lesson ends with a feedback session in which the teacher explores what her students
have learnt. In this lesson, roles were assigned within the groups by the students
themselves.

How often do your students take responsibility for a particular role?




