


UNIT 19120 ANALYSIS OF STRUCTURED DATA 
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Figure I i%e causal sequence 

Table 2 Subject totals and means by retention interval for age, grade 
and contact 

(Source Conway et a1 , 1991, p 396, Table 1) 

Now look at Table 2, reproduced from Conway et al (1990, which is another 
report from the same research team When you read research articles or reports 
always check what the symbols stand for in case they are being used m a way 
with which you are not familiar You will have noted in Table 2 that M and SD are 
used as the symbols for the mean and standard deviation, rather than the more 
usual 2 and s In this unlt, we will normally stay with the convention detailed in 
the Statistics Handbook The data in Table 2 clearly are already summarized The 
RI column (RI stands for retention interval) shows how long it was between the 
student study~ng the course and being tested, while going down the next column 
(T for total) we can see how many former students last studied the psychology 
course 3 months ago, 15 months ago, 27 months ago, and so on The ~nformation 
about the retention intervals of the former students has been grouped into fre- 
quencies for each of the retention intervals, so the researchers are here dealing 
with only twelve measures rather than the 373 they started with. The rest of the 
table similarly summarizes information about the former students Reading across 
the table this time, you can see that for the 33 students who last studled psy- 
chology 3 months prior to testing, their mean age (M) at the time of the study was 
39.6 years, and the standard deviation (SD) about the mean age for that group of 
33 people was 8.1 years Moving further along the same lme, we read that the 
mean grade for their psychology courses achieved by this group of former stu- 
dents was 2.5 (remember that 2 is the code for an upper second and 3 the code 
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