
 

 

 

 

Exploring Nature with iSpot 

Steps to using iSpot 
 

 

1. Explore and browse: Anyone can see what's on the 
site without registering, click on the photos for the 
latest observations. Select Communities to view from 
where you prefer i.e. Global, UK & Ireland etc. 
 

2. See what’s been spotted: Go to Filter by Group to 
view the latest posts, click on the species group icon 
that interests you. 
 

3. Register: To contribute you will need to register (it’s 
free!). Click on the Sign up to iSpot button and 
provide a username, email address, and password. 

 

4. Add an observation: Adding your own observations 
allows you to get more out of iSpot experience and 
participate fully. It’s easy to upload a photo or a 
description of the wildlife you have seen. Click Add 
observation, then Choose images select and attach 
a photo or photos of the wildlife you have seen. 

 

5. Provide a location: You can find your location on the 
map provided; the longitude and latitude automatically 
added from your photo; or fill in the fields. You can 
also add the OS Grid reference and any additional 
details. Tick Hide precise location if you do not want 
to reveal this. 

 

6. Observation details: Add a title to get your 
observation noticed, include date observed and a 
description of what you have seen. Select habitat i.e. 
garden and parks, woodland or freshwater. Tags  
can be added to help pull together a group of 
observations i.e. within an iSpot project. 
 

7. Add an identification: If you think you know the 
name, you can say so! Add a Scientific name or a 
Common name; select How sure you are about this.  
If you don’t know the name, leave it blank; others     
can help you identify it. 

 

8. Submit: Remember to click the Confirmation    
button to create your observation. 

 

9. Add agreements, IDs & comments: Once you’re 
registered you can add observations, assist others    
by agreeing with or adding identifications to their 
observations. Go to the Forums (from Explore) to 
chat with others on a range of topics. 

 

10. Your iSpot: Open from the username tab to see  
your profile; keep track of your activity and changes, 
observations, favourites, etc. as well as contributions 
to your posts by others. 

 

Interested in learning more about Citizen Science? Already a Citizen Scientist and would like to have your 
skills and contributions recognised? Take this free Open University (OU) course, go to: 

www.open.ac.uk/citizen-science-and-global-biodiversity 
  
 

Complete the course and get an OU Badge          and Statement of Participation! 

Visit www.ispotnature.org and get started:  

Add the location of 
your observation – 
click on “Use map” 

to find the 
location. 

 

www.iSpotnature.org is a citizen science platform for biodiversity. Find out how this website 
can help to develop your identification skills and take an interest in nature further. 

 

Connect your 
camera, select and 
attach your photo. 

 

 

 

Insert details such 
as a title and date 

for your 
observation and 

give a description. 
 

 

Once you have added 
all your information, 

click on ‘Confirm 
details’ to check and 

save your observation; 
once saved it will 

appear on iSpot for 
others to see. 

 

Add the plant or 
animal name if 

you know it, but if 
not leave this 

blank  
and other 

iSpotters will help. 

You may tag your 
observations with 

a project name  
 

 

 

http://www.ispot.org.uk/node/add/observation
http://www.ispot.org.uk/node/add/observation
http://www.open.ac.uk/citizen-science-and-global-biodiversity
http://www.ispotnature.org/
http://www.ispotnature.org/


 

Other Spot     features 

iSpot projects 
Projects on iSpot are a way to personalise your 
iSpot experience by grouping together species 
observations that you are interested in. Create 
your own project and set the filters you want. For 
example, use a project to show observations for: 
• A single site or region 
• A family or order of species 
• A habitat 
• A time period 
• A tag 
To create go to +Add and select Project. View 
Latest projects from the front page or go to 
Explore community from the menu bar to open 
up any of the hundred of projects developed by 
others. 

Species Dictionary, Taxonomy 
& Ecological interactions 

On iSpot you can get help understanding the taxonomic  
order of different species. Choose one of the kingdom groups 
i.e. Animalia, Bacteria, Chromista, Fungi, Plantae or 
Protozoa to start navigating through the taxonomic hierarchy. 
The figures that appears next to the name selected indicate 
how many iSpot observations there are in that group.  
 
View the Taxonomy, Observations or Interactions (if 
available). You may see a bird feeding on a particular fruit, a 
butterfly visiting a flower, or a lichen growing on a tree – you 
can help build interactions and make these appear by 
recording these types of connections and links on your 
observations. Also, look out for the carousel of images at the 
bottom of the page where you can also see recent 
observations of the group you are looking at.  

iSpot species browser 
 The species browser is a fun and quick way to explore species in iSpot and can 
help you identify your own observations. It shows links between the thousands 
of species observed on iSpot, with the most frequently seen from each Group at 
the top of the list.  

For help with what to spot, where to see it, and how to identify it, click on 
Explore community from the menu bar to open the Species browser and 
select the group of wildlife that interests you. 

@iSpotnature 

iSpot quizzes 
 
The quizzes on iSpot can help you practice your species identifications, and 
they are fun to have a go at! Choose your group of species and how difficult 
you want the quiz to be and give it a try. You can also choose to ‘personalise’ 
the quiz, setting it to show species that you have previously observed or 
identified on iSpot. Go to the Identify menu and choose Try a quiz. 

Contact: iSpot@open.ac.uk  

 

 
 

iSpot is an Open University citizen science platform for biodiversity.  
Find out more at: www.ispotnature.org/about_us 

 

www.iSpotnature.org is aimed at helping anyone identify wildlife. Share your interest with a friendly 
community, take a look at the latest spots, add your own observations, join in discussions and get help 

identifying what you have seen. 
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http://www.ispotnature.org/about_us
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