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          About this free course
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          There you’ll also be able to track your progress via your activity record, which you can use to demonstrate your learning.
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        Introduction
                          
        Welcome to this free course, Getting started with German 1.
        
             
        
          [image: ]

          Figure 1

          View description - Figure 1

        
             
        This course will take you on a journey through Germany, Austria and Switzerland and introduce you to the language skills you
          need to start understanding and using German.
        
             
        You will start from the basics – simple greetings, introducing yourself and using numbers. In this 2-week course you’ll progress
          towards being able to join conversations in German.
        
             
        So, how will it work? Each week comprises 3–4 hours of activities, such as quizzes, reading and listening materials and tips
          about language learning. It’s a good idea to keep notes, either on paper, or on your preferred digital device; in any case,
          each week you’ll be encouraged to add to your own personal language notebook and decide how best you can go about memorising
          and practising key phrases and vocabulary.
        
             
        Some of the activities encourage you to record yourself speaking German, for example on a mobile or tablet. Once you have
          recorded a word or sentence you can listen to yourself and, often, there will be a model answer for you to compare your own
          recording to. This will help you improve your accent and develop confidence when speaking. So, you might want to think about
          which recording tool or software to use for those exercises.
        
             
        First of all, however, take some time to decide how you’ll allocate time to your studies. Learning German, like learning any
          language, is a gradual process; it’s often described as ‘a marathon, not a sprint.’ ‘Little and often’ is the best approach,
          so if at all possible, spread your 3–4 hours over the week, rather than devoting one whole afternoon or evening. This will
          give you plenty of opportunities to revisit vocabulary and language structures, to revise quickly what you did last time and
          above all to practise and consolidate. This is the best way to learn vocabulary and perfect your accent.
        
             
        The course lasts two weeks, with approximately three hours of study each week. You can work through the course at your own
          pace, so if you have more time one week there is no problem with pushing on to complete another week’s study.
        
                          
        After completing this course, you will be able to:
             
                         
          	say hello, goodbye and some of the first phrases you might use when meeting a German speaker
                 
          	count from one to ten
                 
          	understand the basic rules of German pronunciation
                 
          	pronounce different German-speaking countries and places 
                 
          	introduce oneself and say where one is from.
             
        
                      
      

    

  
    
      
        Open Centre for Languages and Cultures
                          
        This course has been developed from extract parts of LGXG001 - Beginners German 1: fang an!. The Open University has launched a dedicated learning centre called The Open Centre for Languages and Cultures. OpenLearn is supporting this project and is providing extracted units of all courses on The Open Centre in our dedicated
          Language and cultures Hub. 
        
             
        The Open Centre for Languages and Cultures is the exciting new home for non-accredited language and intercultural communication
          short courses. You can study a wide range of language and language related subjects with us anywhere in the world, in any
          time zone, whatever your motivation – leisure, professional development or academic.   
        
             
        It’s the one stop shop for engaging with languages, professional communication and intercultural dialogue.  
             
        Our short courses allow us to be agile and responsive to the needs of learners who want to be part of a global society. We
          offer non-accredited short courses in a range of subjects including modern languages and languages for business and the workplace.
          We are also leading the way in developing short courses for academic research methods and pre-sessional English with IELTS,
          which will be available for registration in due course. 
        
             
        The Open Centre for Languages and Cultures is an international leader in online language learning and intercultural communications,
          built on our pioneering pedagogy and research. 
        
                          
        
          What makes the Open Centre different?

                               
            	
              The OU is the leader in online learning and teaching with a heritage of more than 50 years helping students achieve their
                learning ambitions.
              

            
                     
            	
              The short courses are underpinned by academic rigour and designed by native speakers experienced in producing engaging materials
                for online learning of languages and cultures.
              

            
                     
            	
              The graduating nature of the courses means that learners can build up their language and skills over time.

            
                     
            	
              Learners will also gain a better understanding of the culture(s) associated with the language(s) they study enabling the development
                of intercultural communication skills.
              

            
                     
            	
              Learners can mix and match the short courses and study more than one course at a time.

            
                 
          

        
                          
        Once this course is complete you will be directed to OpenLearn's hub for language content where you will be able to build
          on your newly found language skills.
        
             
        Now that you’re fully prepared, it’s time to start on Week 1.
        
             
        Los geht’s! Let’s start!
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        Don't miss out
                 
        If reading this text has inspired you to learn more, you may be interested in joining the millions of people who discover
          our free learning resources and qualifications by visiting The Open University – www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses.
        
             
      

    

  
    
      
        Figure 1

        Description
Young woman riding a bicycle in Berlin
        Back to - Figure 1
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