
Abstract of offenses committed by male and female plantation slaves, 1 
January – 14 May 1830.  
Reprinted from CO 116/145, 266-67. Appendix, Brown, 2017, 195-204. 
 
Nature 
of 
offense 

Male 
offen
ders 

Fema
le 
offen
ders 

Mal
es 
flog
ged 

Male
s / 
femal
es in 
stock
s or 
other
wise 

To
tal 

Punis
hment 
inflicte
d on 
men 
maxim
um 

Punis
hment 
inflicte
d on 
men 
minim
um 

Punis
hment 
inflicte
d on 
wome
n 
maxim
um 

Punis
hment 
inflicte
d on 
wome
n 
minim
um 

Cutting 
others 
with 
cutlass 

2 0 2 0 2 25 
lashes 

17 
lashes 

  

Incendia
ries 

2 0 2 0 2 25 
lashes 

15 
lashes 

  

Killing 
and 
destroyi
ng stock 

1 0 1 0 1 25 
lashes 

   

Cruelty 
to 
animals 

3 0 2 1 3 25 
lashes 

3 days 
confine
ment 

  

Housebr
eaking 
and 
stealing 

8 0 4 4 8 25 
lashes 

1 hour 
public 
stocks 

  

Theft. 
Petty 
larceny 

131 11 69 73 14
2 

25 
lashes 

½ hour 
public 
stocks 

3 days 
solitary 
confine
ment 

10 
minute
s 
public 
stock 

Sheep, 
hog and 
poultry 
stealing 

4 0 2 2 4 25 
lashes 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

  

Connivin
g at theft 
and 
attempti
ng to 
steal 

8 1 6 3 9 25 
lashes 

3 days 
solitary 
confine
ment 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

 

Receivin
g stolen 
goods 

1 0 1 0 1 10 
lashes 

   

Striking 
driver 

2 1 2 1 3 25 
lashes 

3 
lashes 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

 



Resistin
g 
manager 
in 
discharg
e of duty 

1 0 1 0 1 19 
lashes 

   

Refusing 
to work 

44 41 21 64 85 25 
lashes 

½ hour 
confine
ment 

3 days 
and 3 
nights 
confine
ment 

¼ hour 
public 
stocks 

Disobedi
ence 

168 77 54 191 24
5 

25 
lashes 

½ hour 
public 
stocks 

4 
hours 
house-
stocks 

1 night 
solitary 
confine
ment 

Insolenc
e 

123 107 53 177 23
0 

25 
lashes 

¼ hour 
public 
stocks 

3 days 
and 
nights 
solitary 
confine
ment 

5 
minute
s 
public 
stock 

Insubord
ination 

35 44 23 56 79 25 
lashes 

47 
hours 
confine
ment 

6 
hours 
house-
stocks 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

Abusive 
languag
e to 
owners 

0 6 0 6 6   2 days 
confine
ment 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

Abscond
ing from 
work 

123 16 78 61 13
9 

25 
lashes 

½ hour 
public 
stocks 

  

Encoura
ging 
others to 
abscond 

4 0 4 0 4 18 
lashes 

24 
hours 
solitary 
confine
ment 

  

Contem
ptuous 
behavio
ur and 
languag
e 

7 2 2 7 9 20 
lashes 

¼ hour 
public 
stocks 

3 days 
confine
ment  

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

Mutinou
s 
languag
e 

1 0 1 0 1 25 
lashes 

   

Quarrelli
ng 

8 13 1 20 21 20 
lashes 

5 
minute
s 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

5 
minute
s 



public 
stocks 

public 
stocks 

Ditto 
and 
fighting 

21 46 6 61 67 25 
lashes 

2 ½ 
hours 
public 
stocks 

3 days 
and 
nights 
solitary 
confine
ment 

1-hour 
public 
stocks 

Beating 
others 

12 5 8 9 17 25 
lashes 

3 
lashes 

6 
hours 
house 
stocks 

1 night 
bed 
stocks 

Biting 
others 

0 2 0 2 2   3 days 
confine
ment 

1-hour 
public 
stocks 

Maltreati
ng 
children 

1 0 0 4 4 10 
lashes 

 1 night 
bed 
stocks 

1 hour 
bed 
stocks 

Attempti
ng to 
strike a 
white 
man 

1 0 1 0 1 25 
lashes 

   

Lying 
with 
other 
men’s 
wives 

3 0 3 0 3 25 
lashes 

16 
lashes 

  

Seducin
g and 
attempti
ng to 
seduce 
other 
men’s 
wives 

2 0 2 0 2 22 
lashes 

10 
lashes 

  

Fornicati
on 

1 1 1 1 2 15 
lashes 

 1 night 
bed-
stocks 

 

Infidelity 
to 
husband
s 

0 3 0 3 3   1 night 
bed 
stocks 

½ hour 
public 
stocks 

Drunken
ness  

40 3 19 24 43 25 
lashes 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

6 
hours 
solitary 
confine
ment 

 



Bad 
work 
and not 
finishing 
the task 

480 451 171 760 93
1 

25 
lashes 

½ hour 
public 
stocks 

1 night 
and 
day 
solitary 
confine
ment 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

Neglect 
of duty 

528 298 216 610 82
6 

25 
lashes 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

3 
nights 
and 
days 
solitary 
confine
ment 

5 
minute
s 
public 
stocks 

Neglecti
ng stock 

26 0 14 12 26 15 
lashes 

1 hour 
public 
stocks 

  

Neglecti
ng to 
throw 
grass 

7 0 0 7 7 3 days 
and 
nights 
solitary 
confine
ment 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

  

Not 
coming 
to work 
in proper 
time 

58 106 12 152 16
4 

24 
lashes 

½ hour 
public 
stocks 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

½ hour 
public 
stocks 

Idleness
, 
laziness 
and 
indolenc
e 

167 100 39 228 26
7 

25 
lashes 

½ hour 
public 
stocks 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

¼ hour 
public 
stocks 

Leaving 
the 
estate at 
night 

22 17 7 32 39 25 
lashes 

1 hour 
public 
stocks 

2 days 
confine
ment 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

Absentin
g from 
hospitals 

9 4 1 12 13 6 
lashes 

3 days 
confine
ment 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

 

Neglecti
ng sores 

6 1 3 4 7 3 days 
and 
nights 
solitary 
confine
ment 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

3 days 
confine
ment 

1 day 
confine
d 

Refusing 
to take 
medicin
e 

2 1 2 1 3 20 
lashes 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

 



Neglecti
ng 
person 

0 3 0 3 3   3 days 
solitary 
confine
ment  

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

Selling 
and 
destroyi
ng 
clothes 
furnishe
d by 
owners 

3 0 2 1 3 25 
lashes 

1 hour 
public 
stocks 

  

Selling 
working 
utensils 

1 0 0 1 1 1 night 
bed-
stocks 

   

Riotous 
conduct 

8 17 1 24 25 25 
lashes 

1 hour 
public 
stocks 

3 days 
and 
nights 
solitary 
confine
ment 

20 
minute
s 
public 
stocks 

Breaking 
carts 
and 
punts 

2 0 0 2 2 2 
hours 
house-
stocks 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

  

Harbouri
ng 
runaway
s 

2 0 2 0 2 25 
lashes 

18 
lashes 

  

Preventi
ng 
others 
from 
working 

4 0 4 0 4 25 
lashes 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

  

Breaking 
hospital, 
and 
aiding 
others to 
get out 
of stocks 

4 1 4 1 5 25 
lashes 

7 
lashes 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

 

Cutting 
and 
stealing 
cane 

2 2 1 3 4 22 
lashes 

1 ½ 
days 
solitary 
confine
ment 

30 
hours 
solitary 
confine
ment 

½ hour 
public 
stocks 

Practicin
g obeah 

1 0 1 0 1 25 
lashes 

   



Lying 
and 
false 
swearin
g 

3 3 2 4 6 18 
lashes 

1 hour 
public 
stocks 

  

False 
complai
nt 

8 9 5 12 17 25 
lashes 

1 day 
and 
night 
solitary 
confine
ment 

3 days 
solitary 
confine
ment 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

Indecent 
behavio
ur and 
languag
e 

3 9 0 12 12 2 days 
solitary 
confine
ment 

½ hour 
public 
stocks 

2 
hours 
public 
stocks 

1 night 
confine
d 

False 
pretence 
of 
sickness 

5 1 3 3 6 15 
lashes 

1-hour 
public 
stocks 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

 

Cutting 
and 
eating 
dead 
cattle 

2 1 0 3 3 3 days 
and 
nights 
solitary 
confine
ment 

½ hour 
public 
stocks 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

 

Ill-
treating 
women 
and 
wives 

8 0 7 1 8 25 
lashes 

1 hour 
public 
stocks 

1 night 
bed-
stocks 

 

Total 2118 1403 866 2658 35
24 

    

 


