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Figure 31.4 Map of Brighthelmstone, frontispiece from H.R. Attree, Topography of 
Brighton: and, Picture of the Roads, from Thence to the Metropolis, London, 1809. Photo: 
Bodleian Library, University of Oxford (G.A. Sussex 8̊  22). 

landscape came complete with figures – rakes, parvenus, the frail lovelies 
of the so-called ‘Cyprian corps’ (a Regency euphemism for prostitutes, 
derived ultimately from the classical myth that Venus was born naked 
from the waves at Cyprus) and officers from the nearby military camp. 
The army came under the prince’s personal command in his capacity as 
commander-in-chief, and many officers were his intimates; the arrival of 
the military therefore sealed the glamorous image of the resort. As Jane 
Austen was to write in Pride and Prejudice (1813): 

In Lydia’s imagination a visit to Brighton comprized every 
possibility of earthly happiness. She saw with the creative eye of 
fancy, the streets of that gay bathing-place covered with officers. 
She saw herself the object of attention to tens and scores of them 
at present unknown ... she saw herself seated beneath a tent, 
tenderly flirting with at least six officers at once. 

(Austen, 1967, p.232) 


