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You don’t need to be Aristotle to know that ethics matter. They dominate the everyday, from our 
biggest decisions to our smallest. And they’re especially important when conducting research and 
understanding the work of others. The Open University’s free course, Becoming an ethical 
researcher, offers expert insights and practical advice on how to make the best ethical choices at 
every step of your research journey.  

This course builds on advice, tools, and guidance from social science researchers from around the 
world. Working with people will help you become sensitive to ethics in different contexts. Becoming an 
ethical researcher is an ongoing process. You must constantly sharpen your ethical reasoning and 
reflect on your options. You'll learn how to identify issues in advance and easily respond to changes 
and new understandings.  

With your new found awareness and reasoning, you'll rehearse ethical decision-making through a 
range of international examples. And yes, you’ll discover how Aristotle’s advice can help your ongoing 
research journey. So get started today, and discover Becoming an ethical researcher.  

 

 


