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At The Open University, we know that high-quality education is a powerful resource, 
but access to it is unevenly distributed across the world. We believe that access to 
education can help build a healthier fairer more environmentally aware, and more 
fulfilled society. We are committed to delivering solutions which ensure greater 
access to high-quality education. 
  
In 2006, The Open University set up OpenLearn, to play a part in transforming 
access to education by making much of its course material available freely online. 
OpenLearn provides access to free higher education, without barriers to entry, and 
for anyone anywhere in the world. 
OpenLearn's goals are, to continue to give free access to, and raise awareness of 
lifelong learning, to continue to encourage the participation in and benefits of higher 
education, and to continue to create relevant high-quality free learning for inquisitive 
minds all over the world. 
  
OpenLearn was also one of the very first websites to make its learning materials 
freely available through a Creative Commons license ensuring content could be 
adapted, translated and reused by anyone. OpenLearn receives over half a million 
visitors each month and generates hundreds of registered users every day, it also 
supports registered students of The Open University helping to prepare them for 
formal study. By increasing the opportunity for free lifelong learning, The Open 
University can bring about real change in people's lives. 
 


