
 

Transcript 

The coercion of children 

 
Voiceover: Child criminal exploitation is often in the news, but what does it really mean? 
  
Does it make you think of petty theft or drug-dealing, or perhaps activities of a sexual or terrorist 
nature? In truth it can take several different forms. 
  
It can take place in person or online, and it is often so shocking, we dare not think the children we 
know are involved. 
  
You may be surprised to know there is no clear legal definition to address the criminal exploitation of 
children.  
 
Guidance depends on where you live, with many children receiving the wrong type of support or 
missing out altogether. 
  
For example, some children may be treated through the justice system, rather than a system that 
focuses on care and support, for them and their family. 
 
Who is being exploited?   
  
Any child from any community can be at risk of exploitation. Some may have issues at home while 
others may not have experienced any obvious trauma. 
  
Children push boundaries and experiment, but this developmental behaviour and need for autonomy 
does not mean consent to act criminally. 
 
The landscape is changing 
  
Currently, children in this situation are not always identified as victims and may even be charged as 
criminals. 
  
However, the government is currently exploring law amendments to treat the perpetrators as criminals 
and young people as victims.   
 
What can you do?   
  
Always call the police if you are worried about immediate danger but day to day, here are three ways 
to protect a child: 
 

1) Pay attention - From new friendships and new clothing to poor communication around their 
whereabouts – tune into any changes. 

 
2) Communicate - Open up conversations about any worries they might have. Try to speak 

about issues dispassionately and in a neutral space. 
 

3) Be honest - Sometimes as a parent or carer you need specialist guidance and it’s hard to ask 
for this help. 

 



 
Speak to your GP, the school, your council’s children’s services or one of the national children’s 
charities. Professionals can offer advice on how to protect your child. 
 
They can also link you to other parents and carers so you can share worries and learn from each 
other. 
 
For more info on this topic, head over to: open.edu/openlearn/coercionofchildren 
 
 

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/coercionofchildren

