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Transcript
JENNIFER SHEPHERD

You're all very welcome here in the room and online. It's great to have you all here. Good to see you. Our event is called Coming to America, the Making of the Irish American Diaspora, and I'm hoping you'll all agree that this is just a very interesting topic in and of itself. This is the second of three events that the Open University is presenting at this year's Imagine Festival, and I don't know, has anyone been to other Imagine Festival events this week? Yes. Great, well you all know that the Imagine Festival is dedicated to thinking about innovative ideas, talking about politics, culture and activism, and the Open University is delighted to be co -sponsoring the festival. So we're very, very pleased to have you here. I'm pleased to be a part of the festival. As you may know, our own mission is to be open to people, places, things, ideas. And so we feel like the Imagine Festival is just a great partnership for us so that we can continue those sort of conversations locally and more broadly. So you're very welcome. 

I don't need my notes to tell me that I can introduce myself now. I'm Dr Jennifer Shepherd, I am a lecturer, a senior lecturer with the Open University in the Department of English, and it is my great honour- It is my honour to have my colleague, Dr Michael Doorley here and to be in conversation with him. So I will be your host this evening. I should tell you some housekeeping things I've been told and to tell you all about important things like toilets. This won't matter online. Obviously you'll know where your own toilet is, but the toilets in this room are just in the corner if you should need them. In case of fire alarm. Just head out the door. Do not take the lift. You'll have to climb down the stairs and John Rooney in the back will have a wave. He will lead us out to our meeting point out on May Street. But I don't think that's going to happen, although maybe the ideas will be very inflammatory. I hope we won't catch the place on fire. Please, can I ask you to mute your mobile phones if you've got them with you just for the sake of audience members? That would be really, really helpful. Thank you. We are live streaming, so we are being joined by people from all over the world tonight. And so we'll also be recording the event so that people can catch up with it. There will be an opportunity for questions and answers, so if I can ask you to keep track of your questions over the course of the event and then we'll break for questions at the end and go to the floor. People online, if you'd like to throw your question into the chat box as it occurs to you, then we will add your questions into the mix at the end.

What else can I tell you? I think actually I'm housekeeping. Thank heavens. I'm always worried about missing something. So without further ado, let's get started. With me is Michael Doorley. He has recently retired from the Open University, but we have worked together for years and years. He is a seasoned hand teaching history to hundreds of students over the years. And he's agreed to join us for a conversation on something he has spent quite a bit of his lifetime studying, which is Irish American history. He is a graduate of University College Dublin. He earned his PhD at the University of Illinois at Chicago. He's the author of countless articles and book chapters on the topic of the Irish experience in America in the 19th and 20th centuries. He has published two books. I think you've even got one with us.

MICHAEL DOORLEY

My last book - biography of Justice Daniel Cohalan. Who was quite important in the Irish American community in New York, but also involved in Irish American nationalism in the early part of the 20th century. 

JENNIFER SHEPHERD

And you had an earlier book, didn't you? The Irish American, the Irish American diaspora nationalism. 

MICHAEL DOORLEY
Yeah, that was my previous book. 

JENNIFER SHEPHERD
Excellent. What is obvious that is he's absolutely the person to talk to us tonight about the topic at hand. And the reason I know is because I worked with Michael briefly on an OpenLearn asset. So OpenLearn is a platform that the Open University runs that offers free articles and short courses on a variety of topics. And so he's actually authored a short series of articles on this topic and we'll have the QR code at the end if you want to pick it up and take a look at some of the more salacious things that don't make it into tonight's conversation. 

So to get things kicked off, can you tell us how you got here in terms of why Irish American history? Why choose that for your area of research? 

MICHAEL DOORLEY
Well, my first encounter with Irish America was when I was a very young student working in New York and I encountered a lot of Irish Americans. I tapped into Irish American networks in order to get a job accommodation and I was struck by, I suppose, the goodwill that they had towards Ireland, probably mirrored in the efforts of Irish governments in recent years. So I felt that I'd like to know more about their story. They- their knowledge of Ireland was often a bit sketchy, but my knowledge at that time of Irish America was even more sketchier. That's the word. So I resolved to after my degree in UCD, I did a Masters in History at the University of New Orleans. I focused on the Irish in New Orleans. Now, come back to the Irish in New Orleans later. It's a city you don't normally equate with the Irish. But in fact, it was a very important port of entry for Irish into the US in the 19th century. And then after my masters, I went up to the University of Illinois in Chicago. I spent four years there working on a PhD. And at that point, I was interested in the phenomenon of Irish -American diaspora nationalism. Why do Irish -Americans sometimes going back three, two or three generations, why are they interested in Ireland? Why are they willing to contribute to nationalist organisations? So I focused on the period of the revolutionary 1912, 1921 period. And that was my PhD thesis, which I subsequently published as a book. And then from that, I published my book on Justice Daniel Cohalan, who led a movement called the Friends of Irish Freedom. But I have done other aspects such as the Irish articles related to the Irish in New Orleans as well. 

JENNIFER SHEPHERD

Excellent. So that's how you made your way here. And you picked an image for us. I wonder if you could turn this on, because a picture is worth a thousand words. Why does this- what does this speak to? 

MICHAEL DOORLEY
Yes, well, this is a painting by Edwin Hayes painted in 1853. It's entitled Immigrant Ship Dublin. Sunset. Painted in 1853, so just a few years after the Irish famine and most people assume that Irish immigration dates from this period. In fact, Joe Biden in his recent State of the Union address, he referred to his ancestors leaving Ireland during the famine. And that was certainly the case as far as his ancestors were concerned. But in fact, you can trace Irish immigration to America from the establishment of the British colonies in America. Going back to the early 17th century. Now, also, and we’ll discuss this later, the bulk of the Irish migrants going to America in the 18th century were actually Protestant, but we'll come back to that later. Just in terms of the course that the OU run, course A328. It's focused on the story of empire and it looks at the British Empire in the establishment of the British Empire in North America and of course elsewhere. So it's maybe of interest to anyone seeking to find out more about how empire was established in America and indeed remembering also that Britain wasn't the only empire in America. So here we have the establishment of the 13 colonies. This map dates back to 1774, so it's before the American Revolution. But you get a sense of the fact that there were other empires involved. In the American continent, France, Spain, even Russia, believe it or not, as they expanded eastwards to Siberia, they reached Alaska. And Alaska was part of the Russian Empire for a time, which was sold to the United States in 1867, probably something they regretted later.

One of the things that we'll talk that our resource explores, and we'll come back to that in the course of this session, is that while people made individual decisions to immigrate, often based on, I suppose, the desire for prosperity, religious freedom, even the sense of adventure, it's important to keep in mind that social and economic context. And what was happening in Ireland, Britain, the American colonies. So we’ll come back to that. And in a sense, that social and economic context shaped individual decision making. So the establishment of a British Empire in the Americas meant that you had a single political unit taking in Britain, Ireland and the 13 colonies. So that facilitated immigration. So people could move from Ireland to the colonies. And of course, so that's important context for Irish immigration in the 17th and 18th centuries. 

JENNIFER SHEPHERD
And people moved. But who was moving? Who was moving in the early stages? 

MICHAEL DOORLEY
Well, it was predominantly Protestant. And I have a few figures here. It's estimated that between 200 ,000 250 ,000 Protestant Irish moved to the American colonies in the 18th century. Now, the majority of them were Presbyterians from Ulster, but there were also Anglicans and Quakers from across the island. So just think also of their impact. The population of the American colonies in 1770 was two million, 150 ,000. So it was about four million in Ireland at the time. So we think of the United States today as a gigantic country populated by three hundred and thirty million. But at that time, the population was just growing. So think then of the impact of 250 ,000 immigrants, Protestant immigrants shaping the culture of America at that time. Now, these Protestants from Ireland were commonly referred to as Irish, Northern Irish, Ulster Scots sometimes, but the term Scots Irish was used in the early 19th century increasingly to describe this group. Now, I guess the fact that many of them were descendants of planters that had been settled in Ulster from Scotland. So that is in a sense makes sense. They would be called Scots Irish because they're not too long in terms of their lineage to Scotland. But the term Scots Irish became used also as more Catholics came into the American colonies in the early 19th century. And Catholic immigrants from Ireland suffered discrimination initially. They were viewed with hostility because of their religion and their poverty. So in order to distinguish themselves from these Catholic immigrants, in the sense we're not with them, were Scots -Irish, so the term Scots -Irish was very much in vogue in the 19th century, but it's less used today. And it's interesting, the 1919 census asked respondents to identify their ethnic heritage and only 5 .6 million identified as Scots -Irish, whereas 38 .7 million identified as Irish. And indeed, subsequent polling of those who identified as Irish, they were they were asked their religion and majority said they were Protestant. So it does seem that a majority of the people who identify as Irish in census returns in in the United States are Protestant.

JENNIFER SHEPHERD
So that's- but not all Presbyterian. 

MICHAEL DOORLEY
No, indeed. And I guess one of the things about America as well is that I was looking at another survey that one in four Americans no longer have the religion that we're born into. So many Americans swap. You may know that from your own experience. Many Americans swap maybe from a different form of Protestantism or indeed, in the 18th century, a lot of Catholics who went as indentured servants converted to Protestantism. There was no Catholic infrastructure there. In fact, some of the penal laws operated in some of the American colonies- I'll go back to that later, but apparently Ronald Reagan, his ancestors were Catholic, but they converted to Protestantism. So I'm thinking of another American president that we've got a picture of coming up. 

JENNIFER SHEPHERD
Oh, yes, indeed. This is a great photo. 

MICHAEL DOORLEY
Yes. So Barack Obama would be, I suppose, an example of how these the term Scots Irish and Irish is used interchangeably now. At a speech to the Democratic Convention in July 2016, he was campaigning for Hillary Clinton at the time. He referred to his Scots -Irish ancestry. And apparently one of his ancestors on his on his mother's side, of course, Fulmoth Kearney immigrated from Donegal in 1850. I'm sure you've heard the stories. And so he in his speech, he was addressing, I suppose, what he termed the heartland of America. And he referred to the values which the Scotch Irish brought to America, values such as thrift, hard work, individualism. And so I guess referring to the values of those Protestant Irish, which became American values. Of course, in Ireland, he referred to as Irish ancestry. So a lot depended on the audience he was addressing. 

He- this is actually in a pub in Donegal. I'm from County Offaly, so  I was actually in this pub and he's again, I guess, tracing his ancestors to Ireland and- So there's obviously a certain amount of ambiguity between using the terms Scots -Irish and Irish. OK, so in terms of Catholics, I did mention that some Catholics are coming. They're often travelling as indentured servants. I'll come back to that later. The concept of indentured servants and… some colonies were more welcoming to Catholics such as Maryland and Quaker dominated Pennsylvania. 

JENNIFER SHEPHERD
And what were the motivations for going? I mean, yes. Why leave Ireland at this time? 

MICHAEL DOORLEY
Yes. Well, immigration was particularly popular among Ulster Presbyterians. They faced discrimination from a dominant Anglican class. Well, we all know the Catholics faced discrimination in the 18th century with the penal laws and so on. But the Presbyterians also suffered under the penal laws. They had to, for instance, pay tithes, taxes to the Anglican Church of Ireland. Many of their landlords were Anglicans, so they were paying high rents as well. So they wanted to escape from that. There was also. An economic crisis in the 18th century, the so -called famine of 1739 to 1741, it's often called a forgotten famine. It came about because of cold summers and this led to the failure of the corn harvest. So an estimated three hundred and ten thousand to 480 ,000 people, no precise figures available, unfortunately, died as a result of this famine. That's approximately 13 % of the population. So slightly higher than the great Irish famine of the 19th century that we were more familiar with. So that created an economic depression. So there was certainly for those who could afford it, there was... the option there to emigrate to the American colonies. But even for those who couldn't, who could not afford the passage, I refer to the concept of indentured servitude. So someone could, in effect, sell their labour for a period of seven years to an employer in America who would pay passage. And at the end of that seven year term, they would get what was called freedom dues.

But if they ran away during that time, they could be punished. So it wasn't slavery, obviously, but they could be flogged for running away. And we've – on our resource we've included an example of an advertisement for a runaway called Mary Farrell. So it sounds like a Catholic name. And some of the runaway advertisements indicate that the servants spoke Irish and Gaelic. So would suggest that some Catholics are coming to America as indentured servants. So by the 1760s, the Irish economy had begun to improve. You have less indentured servants traveling and more family groups. One of the most famous, perhaps, is an expedition led by Reverend William Martin with five shiploads of Presbyterians, numbering 1200 people. So he was sailing the expedition, sailed from Belfast, Larne, Newry and went all the way to South Carolina. So at this point in time, by the late 18th century, lots of skills are required. The colonies are expanding. You need immigrants with housing, construction skills, shoe making. So there's lots of opportunities in the New World. But of course, remembering that these settlements are at the expense of the indigenous population. They're being pushed back and our course, H2O8, explores that concept of a racial frontier of exclusion in America. So the British plantation was quite different. You have these entire families moving to America, settling in the colonies. The Spanish Empire in South America was quite different. The conquistadors were encouraged to take native wives. So you have more intermingling between the Spanish and the indigenous inhabitants. But that didn't happen in North America for the most part. 

JENNIFER SHEPHERD

And was North America the land of milk and honey that the Irish were expecting? 

MICHAEL DOORLEY
Well, just on that point, I'll just have a short extract from the Belfast newsletter of 1766. And it enumerates all the blessings those people enjoy who have already removed from this country. From tenants, they are become landlords. From working for others, they now work for themselves and enjoy the fruits of their own industry. So this was certainly being talked up in the newspapers and by these- you have these transatlantic companies, transatlantic partnerships. Irish American merchants and Irish merchants talking up the prospects. But now you're asking what were conditions really like? Well, conditions on the frontier were harsh. Many of the Scots Irish did settle in those frontier areas, so they were liable to attack by the Native Americans. They, I guess we... the Scots Irish are identified with the settlement in Western Pennsylvania, West Virginia, the Blue Ridge Mountains, the Appalachians, the Shenandoah Valley. I was actually in the Shenandoah Valley last September and it reminded me very much of Ireland, the terrain, the topography, fields and cattle, very different from Northern Ireland. the United States with the planes. So the- one of their, I guess, their encounters with the indigenous inhabitants have been documented. They had a fearsome reputation and our resource goes into that. 

But there was also the issue of- There were many Presbyterian ministers setting up schools on the frontier. One of the most famous Scots Irish Presbyterians was William Holmes McGuffey, and he is credited with establishing or writing America's first school primer. And it was, I guess, aimed at imparting basic lessons, but it had poems, essays, stories, all encouraging these values that Barack Obama referred to. Those values of self -sufficiency, self -reliance. 

And indeed, Jennifer came across a book of... A facsimile, of MacGuffey's Reader. 

JENNIFER SHEPHERD

And so I literally just opened it. And I opened it to a moral homily on not eating too much cake. So I'm going to pass around. You can take a look, but page 34, the cake has made him sick. See how his face is pale and sad. If he had not done that, he would not be ill. So I'll pass that round in case anybody wants to take a look. 

MICHAEL DOORLEY
This is just an extract from one of those primers, very homely stories based on, I guess, encouraging those values that you referred to there, Jennifer. Now, another imprint of the Scotch Irish in America is, of course, America's musical traditions. Mick Maloney, a professor of music at Glucksman Ireland House, refers to how Scots -Irish music blended with English, African -American and possibly Cherokee traditions to create Hillbilly or Appalachian music. We'll have a little extract from this band at the end of our session. So this band was called the Bog Trotters. This was a term of abuse used by the English to describe the Irish in the 18th century. The banjo, in fact, is apparently came from West Africa. And then you could sort of- the idea of blending the music, musical instruments, blending together briefly. 

And I know we're watching the time here, I’ll briefly mention the Scots Irish role in the American Revolution. And about half of Washington's army was made up of Scots Irish and the British voice right at the time of the beginning of the American Revolution described the Presbyterians of Ulster as Americans in their hearts before they even left Ireland. So many of them had relatives in Ulster and were very sympathetic to the American cause. And indeed, George Washington in his St. Patrick's Day message to his troops on the 16th of March 1780 gave his troops a day off in honour of St. Patrick. Obviously recognising the contribution of the Irish to his forces. 

Now- I have a portrait of Andrew Jackson here. Andrew Jackson's mother was Elizabeth Jackson. And this is an interesting case study. She was born in Carrickfergus, and she left with her husband, Andrew. In 1765, she left with her two infant sons, Robert and Hugh. Now all the her youngest son, Andrew, who became president, was born on the frontier shortly before the death of Andrew Senior in a logging accident. These accidents happened on the frontier quite frequently. But all three boys enlisted in the Continental Army. Hugh died in battle and Andrew and Robert were taken prisoner. So Elizabeth indeed negotiated their release and sadly Robert died shortly after his release. But Elizabeth herself died while tending American wounded on a prison ship in Galveston. So Andrew was the only son to survive. 

And he's noted for, of course, his the Battle of New Orleans, where he defeated a British army led by General Edward Pakenham. And Pakenham, in fact, was born in Langford Lodge, Belfast. So there you have Andrew Jackson leading the American army in New Orleans and in battle against Sir Edward Pakenham. Highlighting, I guess, the role of Ulster in both the British Army and in the American Army at this time. Pakenham's body was returned in a casket of rum and buried in the family vault in in in County Westmeath. So he was actually- his sister was married to that famous Dublin man Arthur Wesley, Duke of Wellington and he may have been promoted beyond his abilities. 

JENNIFER SHEPHERD
So we're going on to- tell us about the 19th century, because you've painted the scene of the 18th century and then something pretty dramatic happens. 

We'll move to the 19th century. Yes, when we get to the 19th century, there's a shift in the pattern of Irish immigration. It becomes more Catholic. And there's a number of reasons for that. In the first instance, there's a rapid population growth in Ireland between 1784 and 1841. The population grows from four million to eight point two million. Now, that's facilitated by the potato, which becomes a popular crop in Ireland in the 18th century. It's also there's this is also a period of economic decline after the Act of Union. A lot of Irish industries are not able to compete with imports coming in from Britain. There's no Irish parliament to impose tariffs on these imports. And you do also have an increasing shift, particularly after the Napoleonic Wars, an increasing shift to cattle production. Ireland did well economically during the Napoleonic Wars, but mainly because of Napoleon's blockade of Britain. But after the victory, British victory, Britain is able to import corn from Russia in particular. So that leads to a shift to cattle production. It's slowly it's happening over time, but that's much less labour intensive. 

So at the same time, America is developing a manufacturing industry. It can- it's improving its economy behind tariff walls. And so you need workers. America needs workers. So those factors, economic decline, lack of opportunity, overpopulation leading to immigration to now the new United States where workers are in demand. And it's estimated that between 1815, and 1845, up to a million people left Ireland. So this is before the famine. So those these structural features were very much present in the Irish economy at that time. Interestingly, the population is slowing by the 1830s. The population of Ireland increases by a million in the 1820s. but increases by only half a million in the 1830s. So even if the famine had not taken place, it's likely that emigration would have continued to have that kind of impact on the Irish demography.

 Now, just on... This is just indicating it's a slide from... the painting in the middle of the 19th century showing immigrants about to board a train to Galway and the ship from Galway will take them to the United States. So I guess indicating that shift to a more Catholic emigration in the early 19th century. Now, one of the features of Irish emigration is that Irish women are also increasing in quite significant numbers. Hasse Diner estimates that 52 % of Irish migrants in the late 19th century were women. So that's unusual compared to other groups like the Italians, Poles, single men are predominated. And Many of the women found work as domestic servants in the houses of the American middle class. And this cartoon, I should say, is from Puck magazine depicting an Irish female servant. 

JENNIFER SHEPHERD
It's flattering. 

MICHAEL DOORLEY
Yes, not very flattering, very depicting or very manly and aggressive. And we'll come back to this later- terms of how the Irish were perceived in the American press and the American public generally by the American public generally. We'll just move on to the famine. And so Irish migration during the famine was very different compared to the migration that had taken place previously, which was more ordered and structured. The migration during the famine had a panic quality, a desperation, as you can imagine, people were trying to get out of Ireland. Now it's estimated that one million people died during the famine and another million emigrated. 

The majority survived the journey, but 1847, known as Black 47, was especially harrowing. Many immigrants chose the cheaper, less regulated Canadian route and up to 8000 perished outside a quarantine station in Gros Seale. So many ships were hastily converted, cargo ships hastily converted into passenger ships. Conditions were very poor and then you had the spread of disease on the ships. So the Gros Seale was a quarantine station, ships had to queue up to land their immigrants and disease was rife on the ships. 

So, but after the famine and indeed when you look at other famines, you see that population tends to replenish itself. But that didn't happen in the case of Ireland. Emigration continued back to the to the more regular pattern that had been before the famine. Now, again, the that shift to cattle production continued. And again, there were opportunities available by 1900. The population of Ireland had been reduced to four point four six million. So the population is continuing to grow. 

JENNIFER SHEPHERD
What did Americans make  of the Catholic immigrants?

MICHAEL DOORLEY
So this is this is going back to that book cartoon. This is from Harper's Weekly in 1867. I mentioned that American Catholics, America at that time was a very Protestant country. And so the Irish were the first Catholic group to arrive. And so there was hostility to their to Catholic Irish because there was a sense, a feeling that they were- they could not be loyal to the United States. They would be more loyal to the Pope in Rome. And of course, they were also poor and there was a fear that they would undercut American workers. So this is the cartoon by Thomas Nast, The Day We Celebrate, and it's a reference to St. Patrick's Day. And you see this stereotype type of the Irish becoming well, sprawling and drunkenness. And I guess what it doesn't show is that, well, the policemen that are the victims here were more likely the Irish as well. There's a lot of the Irish did become police in America. I'll come back to that. 

JENNIFER SHEPHERD
And now, how did that how did the Irish improve their status in in America?

MICHAEL DOORLEY
One was through their loyal service in the American Civil War. This is a father, Thomas Moody, who would chaplain in the American Union Army, who would have been paid by the state. And so up to one hundred and fifty thousand Irish served in the Union Army. nd 20 ,000 served in the Confederate Army. So this loyal service to America in a time of crisis helped to boost their reputation. Another issue is, sorry, just on that point, this Irish reputation for military service was used in the First World War. This is a US enlistment poster from the First World War, reminding Irish Americans of their loyal service and urging them to go to the front with their friends. So the 69th New York Regiment was predominantly an Irish regiment. So it's- 

Sorry, what kind of era is this? 

This would have been First World War. This would be 1917. The US enters the war in April of 1917. So go to the front with your friends. 

Another issue that in terms of creating a more favourable atmosphere for the Catholic Irish is the literacy. The Irish are since the 1830s- the Irish are developing basic literacy skills. And by 1900, most immigrants leaving Ireland from Queenstown, now Cobh, could read and write. So that gave them a big advantage over other immigrants coming from Italy, Eastern Europe, who- who couldn't speak English or probably couldn't speak English very well, but the Irish had these literary skills. And indeed, the Irish are already staffing bureaucratic organisations like that at Ellis Island, immigration. So they're using their skills and climbing the social ladder in that context. 

JENNIFER SHEPHERD

Now, this is the letter  to America. 

MICHAEL DOORLEY
Yes, yes. And that's an interesting, Seamus James Brennan, a Galway artist. So you get a sense that it's the child that can read in the family and the woman behind she's dressed in a travelling cloak. So it also points to how networks are developing. So immigrants would send money back or even send tickets back for other migrants to use. And of course, you have information circulating about conditions and where people should go and so on. The Irish too became, I suppose- there's a stock character of the Irish cop in a lot of Hollywood movies. And it's certainly the case that the police force was an occupation that was permanent and gave a pension. And the Irish I guess had also certain advantages in the context of their ability to use the American political system. They were dominant in the cities, they settled in the cities and they gained control over city politics. So you have a lot of Irish bosses, Hinky Dink Kenna and Boss Murphy and known for their corruption. But at the same time, they had a very clientelist attitude to their constituents, looked after them, got them jobs in the police force, in the fire brigade. Interesting points here with regard to 9 -11. Of the 343 firefighters who died in 9 -11, 145 were members of the Emerald Society. So firefighters also attracted a lot of Irish particularly in those Irish cities and being in control of the city politics ensured that the Irish were favoured to get those type of city jobs and city contracts. 

Now, another indication of how the Irish are improving their status. This is a clip from a Hollywood movie called Going my way 1944 and Bing Crosby plays a second generation Irish priest called Chuck O'Malley and he is sent by his bishop to save a financially struggling New York church run by Father Fitzgiven played by Barry Fitzgerald. So Barry Fitzgerald is the old Irish priest. Chuck O’Malley / Bing Crosby is the young second generation Irish. So the film points to how the Irish second generation are becoming assimilated and becoming American and there's nothing to fear from them. And the very fact that he's playing a Catholic priest is itself interesting. 

Now, We'll move on quickly. This is John F. Kennedy, of course, the fact that he became president, he's Irish -American Catholic heritage. It was seen as somehow that the Catholic Irish had finally arrived, finally been accepted. But of course, remembering that the Scots -Irish have had much more links to the American presidency. Most American presidents from Jackson up to Woodward Wilson have Ulster links. And that doesn't include some of the 20th century presidents. Apparently, Clinton had Scots Irish roots. His ancestors was called Cassidy, which seems a Catholic name, but I mentioned how there was often conversion of Catholics to Protestantism in the colonies. 

So I'll conclude with this final. slide. This is actually from Chicago where I did my PhD. I can testify to this- that the St. Patrick's Day parade in Chicago did involve dying the river green. Apparently they put an orange powder into it to dye green. It's- I guess it would illustrate how a lot of events that were associated with Irish culture are now American events and American celebrations. 

So. Just to conclude, the Irish diaspora has. Certainly continued to exercise an impact on Ireland. I was struck at the weekend how all the politicians from Northern Ireland were going to Washington looking for- all they're looking for, looking for funding and other small countries are envious of Ireland that they have so much access to the American administration. But that has had real benefits, certainly for I would think for both parts of Ireland. According to a 2022 report by the American Chamber of Commerce, 900 American companies provide employment to over 190 ,000 people. I think there's also about 230 American companies based in Northern Ireland. So Ireland certainly has become transformed by its links with America and is now receiving immigrants, receiving and indeed our Taoiseach, who resigned today, Leo Varadkar, had Indian heritage. 

So that's, I guess, the final point I'll make is that the impact of Irish migration to America has been immense. But the impact of America on Ireland has been increasingly significant in recent years. Thank you very much. Thank you.

JENNIFER SHEPHERD
That was fascinating. I think you'll agree. I bet some of you have questions. 

QUESTION

I was reading some voting figures in America recently. And I noticed that the black population was almost homogenous, voting almost 90 percent Democrat. But you highlighted the contradictions within Irish America, why have their voting patterns developed over the years? 

MICHAEL DOORLEY
Yep. Well, certainly Irish Catholic migrants who settled in the cities were overwhelmingly Democrat. I think in the 64 election, about 76 per cent of Catholics voted for the Democrats. But that has changed. And I would think Ronald Reagan was a factor there. He's the Republican president, obviously, and he attracted a lot of what were called Reagan Democrats, the working class blue collar. So since then, I would think that Irish Catholic America is divided in some about 50 -50 Republican. And now the Scots Irish, I guess going further back, I mentioned Obama's appeal to the heartland that obviously didn't work. He was campaigning for Hillary Clinton at the time. So those perhaps values of self -reliance would be opposed to big government and that would be in tune with more Republican policies. So a lot of Scots Irish would lean to- now, John McCain, I guess, would be an example. He failed to get the presidency, but he took a lot of pride in his Scots -Irish roots. And of course, as the Irish get became more wealthy and moved out to the suburbs, there is a link between increased wealth and voting Republican to.

JENNIFER SHEPHERD
Any other questions in the room?

QUESTION

When the Post famine emigration coincided with the Civil War. Yes. And so you had Irish immigrants arriving into New York, Philadelphia. Well, as emancipated black Africans coming up. Was there a conflict between the two communities? Looking for work?

MICHAEL DOORLEY
Yes, there was- the Irish I mentioned rallied to the Union flag in the north. But there was a bit of tension. There was a- for instance, there was a draft riot in New York in 1863 where at that time people were being drafted, but more wealthy Americans could pay someone to take their place. And many Irish were worse off. And so the Irish feared that emancipated slaves would take their jobs. So there was an element of the during that riot, a lot of African Americans were killed during that riot. But yeah, so there was a tension between the two groups. I guess they were at the bottom of the hierarchy. Now, having said that, some people think that the Irish were treated with the same level of discrimination as African -Americans. That's not the case. They did have- they were legally white. And as I said, they had more advantages. So they were able to climb the social ladder compared to non white groups. It was a society that privileged whiteness, until certainly- until all recent years. 

What's another reason for the percentage of Irish voting more left wing unionisation? 

Yes, yes, that's a good point. I didn't have time to get into that, but the Irish were very strong in the trade union movement and -Those jobs in particular, blue collar jobs? Yes, blue collar, yes. Working in transportation, energy, car building,  the Irish were, and so trade union. 

And that's where Trump appeals to the people? 

Well, I suppose Trump-  Yes, I guess, yeah, the idea of putting tariffs on imports, protecting native industry- So isolationism is a key trend I always found in American history. You have periods when America is isolationist, like in the 1930s, and then a shift to internationalism, which would now- there may be a shift back to a more isolationist mood. And Trump is maybe tapping into that. 

I also want to just to thank you for your talk, how nuanced it was about these different- Not micro groups, but layers of immigration. Yes, I've known a bit about that, but it was very well explained. 

Thank you very much. Yes, yes, it's a it's a complex topic. And as you said, different groups have went to America at different times. And even the Irish Catholics at the end of the 19th century are very different from the Irish Catholics that go in the 1830s. Many of the 1830 Irish migrants are Irish speaking. 

The lady mentioned unionisation. Yes. Has it declined in America, particularly in the private sector? Well, yes, it's not as unionisation wouldn't be as common as in Europe. And of course, companies, yeah, some big companies don't allow unionisation. 

JENNIFER SHEPHERD
Do you mind if I ask, are there questions online? Because I want to give the onlineers a chance.

MICHAEL DOORLEY
Yes, well, that was the topic of my research. I probably could give it an hour. But certainly the president of Sinn Fein at that time was Eamonn de Valera and he spent 18 months in- So you have the head of a revolutionary movement spending 18 months in America. So you obviously thought it was valuable. And so he was very successful in raising about six million dollars, which would be a fortune nowadays for the independence movement. But he was less successful in persuading the American administration. He wanted to get recognition for the Irish and Irish Republic and that from the American administration and hoped that the American administration would then pressure Britain. So the classic approach to trying to use America to put pressure on Britain to achieve Irish national goals. But the president at the time was an Ulster Scots president, Wilson, and he was certainly more favourably disposed to Britain, but he wanted a League of Nations. So he felt that the Irish questions could be solved through a League of Nations process. So the Irish weren't successful in gaining American recognition, but they certainly got a lot of funds.

JENNIFER SHEPHERD

This is amazing. I think we could talk all night about this topic and you may well want to continue having conversations when we finish, but I'm aware that we want to keep to time as much as possible. So just a very quick point that the OpenLearn asset that Michael has authored- the link to that is through the QR code on the left hand side. If you want to engage with that or you can just Google coming to America open learn and you will find it directly. And on the right hand side, if you are interested in studying more with the Open University, either history and politics or any of our programs, the QR code on the right hand side will take you to a link where you can find out more information. 

I'm going to... Oh, shall I move on? 

Yes, of course. That brings us to the formal end. I mean, can we give another hand to Michael, because that was... Thank you very much for coming. Thank you. Thank you to you online for joining us. We're going to sign you off with a little Appalachian music from the Bog Trotters. This is called Hop Up Ladies. So feel free to linger for a couple of minutes, but we'll say farewell to you now and I'll get this started. Good night, everyone. Thank you. Brilliant.
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