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Background

The graph shows the typical 'normal' distribution of a medium ground finch population. The scenario below poses a question about how this population distribution would be affected by a particular set of circumstances. Use the buttons to show what will happen to the beak size and population and then click 'Check' to see if you're right. The video resources below will help you decide.




Scenario 1


The Opuntia cactus is struck by a disease which reduces seed production in most plants. What would be the effect on the medium ground finch population?
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Background

The graph shows the typical 'normal' distribution of a medium ground finch population. The scenario below poses a question about how this population distribution would be affected by a particular set of circumstances. Use the buttons to show what will happen to the beak size and population and then click 'Check' to see if you're right. The video resources below will help you decide.




Scenario 2


Severe competition for food after a population of small ground finches is introduced onto the island.
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Background

The graph shows the typical 'normal' distribution of a medium ground finch population. The scenario below poses a question about how this population distribution would be affected by a particular set of circumstances. Use the buttons to show what will happen to the beak size and population and then click 'Check' to see if you're right. The video resources below, in which Peter and Rosemary Grant describe their observations, will help you decide.




Scenario 3 (based on actual 1977 event)


Prolonged drought. Total rainfall for the year is equivalent to an average month in the wet season. Many seed-bearing plants die.
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Background

The graph shows the typical 'normal' distribution of a medium ground finch population. The scenario below poses a question about how this population distribution would be affected by a particular set of circumstances. Use the buttons to show what will happen to the beak size and population and then click 'Check' to see if you're right. The video resources below, in which Peter and Rosemary Grant describe their observations, will help you decide.




Scenario 4 (based on 1984, 1985 event)


Spell of drought after a severe El Niño year. In 1983 El Niño, many plants thrive, apart from certain species that produce large hard seeds. In the ensuing dry spell, many plants fail to set seed.
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