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About this free course

This free course provides a sample of Level 3 study in Sociology
www.open.ac.uk/courses/find/social-sciences.

This version of the content may include video, images and interactive content that may not be optimised
for your device.

You can experience this free course as it was originally designed on OpenLearn, the home of free
learning from The Open University —
www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/sociology/does-prison-work/content-

section-0

There you'll also be able to track your progress via your activity record, which you can use to
demonstrate your learning.
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rights falling outside the terms of the Creative Commons Licence are retained or controlled by The Open
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We believe the primary barrier to accessing high-quality educational experiences is cost, which is why
we aim to publish as much free content as possible under an open licence. If it proves difficult to release
content under our preferred Creative Commons licence (e.g. because we can’t afford or gain the
clearances or find suitable alternatives), we will still release the materials for free under a personal end-
user licence.

This is because the learning experience will always be the same high quality offering and that should
always be seen as positive — even if at times the licensing is different to Creative Commons.

When using the content you must attribute us (The Open University) (the OU) and any identified author in
accordance with the terms of the Creative Commons Licence.
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All rights falling outside the terms of the Creative Commons licence are retained or controlled by The
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Introduction

Introduction

The material presented here focuses on a key question for criminologists, criminal justice
policy-makers and politicians: ‘Does prison work?’ The material is an audio file, originally
28 minutes in length, and examines the issues around this apparently simple
criminological question. It was recorded in 1995.

This OpenLearn course provides a sample of Level 2 study in Sociology.
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Learning Outcomes

After studying this course, you should be able to:
e identify criteria to evaluate whether prison works.
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The purpose, efficacy and regulation of prisons

1 The purpose, efficacy and regulation of

prisons

Richard Sparks presents a series of views about the purpose, efficacy and regulation of
prisons. The audio programme was recorded in 2001.

Participants in the audio programme were:

e Richard Sparks Professor of Criminology at the University of Keele and is now
Professor of Criminology at the University of Edinburgh;
e Rod Morgan Professor of Criminal Justice at Bristol University;
e Larry Viner a London magistrate;
e Alison Liebling an academic at the Institute of Criminology, Cambridge;
e Tim Newell Governor of Grendon Open prison;
e  Eric Cullen head of Psychology at Grendon Prison;
e David Wilson head of operational training for the Prison Service.
Activity 1

After listening to the audio programme bear in mind the following questions:

e How has the programme added to your knowledge of the prison system?
e What do you now think the purpose of imprisonment should be?
e  Why do you think Grendon ‘works’?

Does prison work? part 1 (11 minutes 7 MB)

Audio content is not available in this format.
Does prison work?

Does prison work? part 2 (6 minutes 4 MB)

Audio content is not available in this format.
Does prison work? part 2

Does prison work? part 3 (13 minutes 8 MB)

Audio content is not available in this format.
Does prison work? part 3

6

of 8 p:fiwaw.open pol p clion-07utm _campaign=olutm Wednesday 14 November 2018



http://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/sociology/does-prison-work/content-section-0?utm_source=openlearn&amp;utm_campaign=ol&amp;utm_medium=ebook

The Open
University

Conclusion

Conclusion

This free course provided an introduction to studying sociology. It took you through a
series of exercises designed to develop your approach to study and learning at a distance
and helped to improve your confidence as an independent learner.

Keep on learning

Study another free course

There are more than 800 courses on OpenLearn for you to choose from on a range of
subjects.

Find out more about all our free courses.

Take your studies further

Find out more about studying with The Open University by visiting our online prospectus.

If you are new to university study, you may be interested in our Access Courses or
Certificates.

What's new from OpenLearn?

Sign up to our newsletter or view a sample.
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For reference, full URLs to pages listed above:

OpenLearn — www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses

Visiting our online prospectus — www.open.ac.uk/courses

Access Courses — www.open.ac.uk/courses/do-it/access

Certificates — www.open.ac.uk/courses/certificates-he

Newsletter —
www.open.edu/openlearn/about-openlearn/subscribe-the-openlearn-newsletter
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Except for third party materials and otherwise stated (see terms and conditions), this
content is made available under a
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 Licence.

The material acknowledged below is Proprietary and used under licence (not subject to
Creative Commons Licence). Grateful acknowledgement is made to the following sources
for permission to reproduce material in this free course:

Course image: Richard Cassan in Flickr made available under
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 2.0 Licence.

Every effort has been made to contact copyright owners. If any have been inadvertently
overlooked, the publishers will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements at the
first opportunity.

Don't miss out

If reading this text has inspired you to learn more, you may be interested in joining the
millions of people who discover our free learning resources and qualifications by visiting
The Open University — www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses.
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