Getting started on the African Storybook (ASb)
website

This is an introduction to finding and reading storybooks in the African Storybook digital
library on your computer, laptop or tablet. Reading can be online or offline — and you can
also print a book straight from the website to read with children.

www.africanstorybook.org

Saide’s African Storybook initiative aims to address the shortage of contextually
appropriate books for early reading in the languages of Africa.

Our vision is open access to picture storybooks in the languages of Africa, for children’s
literacy, enjoyment and imagination.

All the storybooks are openly licensed, and can be used, copied, adapted, or translation
without permission or payment of a fee.
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Explore the home page

Open your internet browser (e.g. Google, Explorer, Firefox or Safari) and type the web
address www.africanstorybook.org. [Internet Explorer does not work well so should be
avoided]. Below is the view of the ASb website home page that you will see on your
computer or tablet screen.

You will see how many languages, unique storybooks, and translations of storybooks there
are in the library. These numbers change automatically as new materials is added.

African Storybook HELP AND NOTES
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Scroll down and you will see two rows of New Stories.

The first row are those that the African Storybook has checked and approved, and the
second row are those published by our partners, the community of people across Africa who
use the website. All approved storybooks are available in English as well as one or more
African languages.
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Scroll further down the homepage, and you will see a description of the three main website
functions:
e READ: You can read individual books or collections of books around a particular
theme.
e USE: You can read how people all over Africa are using our storybooks and
website.
e MAKE: You can create, translate and adapt storybooks.

For this Guide, we are focusing on finding and reading individual storybooks.
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You will also see that we have an African Storybook Reader, an application which you can
download for free from either Google Play or the iStore, depending on what kind of mobile
phone or tablet you have.

Once downloaded, you will be able to
identify the ASb Reader with this icon
on your phone or tablet.
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To EXPLORE the list of stories you need
to be online. But once you click on a
story, it goes into a library on your
device for you to READ when you are
offline.



Find and read a storybook on the website
Click on the READ tab from the home page.

African Storybook HELP AND NOTES
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This will take you to the READ section of the website. Here you can search for storybooks in
different languages, and at different reading levels. On the left side of the screen you will see
a list of storybook titles in different languages. There is description underneath each title to
help you choose a storybook you will enjoy.

To look for storybooks in a particular language, click on the arrow at the end of the white
strip with the words ‘All languages’.

& African Storybook Read

All languages -

TITLE DATE

Q, search for storybooks

Abby, dereva wa tuktuk wa kike
Ursula Nafula
Hi ni hadithi inayopinga imani ya kijamii kwamba baadhi za kazi zinafanywa tu na watu wa jinsia moja.

Kondoo aliyechoka na maisha ya jijini
Ursula Nafula
Katika kila hali unayojipata, jitayarishe kwa changamoto zake na uwe mwerevu na wa kujitegemea.




This will open an alphabetical list of all the languages that have storybooks on the website.

In this example, we have scrolled down and
Language to click on the language called Luganda.

Lingala

Lopit

Luganda
Lugbarati

O
O
O  Lubukusu
O
O
O

Lugbarati (Official)

O Lugwere

This takes us to the list of all the storybooks in that language. In the blue band at the top of
the screen, notice the word APPROVED (with a little yellow circle) and READING LEVEL. You
would also have noticed the numbers and the ticks in little yellow circles down the right-
hand side of the screen —the number indicating the level of the storybook, and the tick for
approved.

<  African Storybook Read HELP AND NOTES

Luganda () APPROVED

TITLE - DATE READING LEVEL

Q, Search for storybooks

(langii-munda) Mbuuzi, Mbwaa ne Ntee

Martha Asiimwe

Langii-mu ngeeri. Mbuuzi, Mbwaa ne Ntee baali bwakwano balungi. Batwaala olugendo boona ku taxii, naye bwekutuka
omu kuboo akaloo ekiintu ekyewunyiisa.

(Siiga mu katabo)Omukazi owo mululu
Uganda Christian University
Siiga mu katabo. Enjala weba ekuluma, kisinga ko nooba wa mazima mukifo kyo kuba.

Abaana Abaava Mu Nvumbo

Mwesigwa Joshua Waswa

Edda ennyo waaliwo amaka omwali abaana abawulize ennyo basatu. Ekibi nti abaana abo baali baava mu nvumbo. Bwe KityDd
baalinga okukola buli kintu ekiro olw'ckwewala okusaanuukira mu musana. Naye omu ku balensi ayagala okugendako ebweru alabe. ..

If you click in the little yellow circle next to APPROVED, a tick will show in that circle.

@) APPROVED



When the tick is in the circle, only storybooks that are approved by ASb will be shown in the
list. A storybook is approved if it has been checked by a home language speaker of the
language. If you come across a storybook with mistakes, please post a comment on the ASb
website or send ASb an email.

The next screen shows that we are searching in the APPROVED Luganda storybooks.

Click on READING LEVEL on the blue panel. There is now a yellow line under READING LEVEL.
All the level 1 storybooks are top of the list, followed by level 2, level 3, level 4, and finally
level 5.

& African Storybook Read HELP AND NOTES

TITLE DATE READING LEVEL

Q, Search for storybooks

Abalenzi Ababiri Abayala V|
Mwesigwa Joshua Waswa
Olugero luno lukwata ku kubala. Balamu olabe keeki Musa ne Kizito ze baatwala ne ze baalekerawo Jjajja.

Akatabo K'Obudde v o1
Mwesigwa Joshua Waswa
Laba engeri z'obudde z'enjawulo n'engeri gye tuwuliramu mu budde obw'enjawulo.

Amabaluwa v 1
Joseph M. Katabaro

Olugero luno lukwata ku muwala omuto. Omuwala ono yali mulwadde era nga tasobola kugenda ku ssomero.
Amalaluwa y'empuliziganya ennungi gy'alina nga tali ku ssomero olw'cbulwadde.

If you want to see the more difficult storybooks first, you click on the little arrow to the
right of the word LEVEL, so that it points UP.

@ APPROVED

READING LEVEL

ka ensolo ez'omu nsiko. Abantu abo
Ebigaya. Oluvannyuma ebigaya bino...

v 5




Click HELP AND NOTES in the top right-hand corner, and you will see that you can ask for
help, read about finding, sorting and searching storybooks, and read about ASb reading
levels. There are also downloadable Guides which describe how we and our partners have
used the African Storybook website and storybooks.

¢  African Storybook Read HELP AND NOTES

Luganda > Request help

TITLE DATE Find and sort
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Q, Search for story ASh reading levels

Searching storybooks

Ebigaya Ebyali Byetala Eno N'eri
Medadi Ssentanda

Abantu abaali babeera ku kyalo ekitonotono baasenguka ne bagenda ku nsozi nga badduka en }-— translating African
bayiga okulya ebibala n‘'emirandira ng'emmere era batandika okufaanana n'okweyisa ng'ebigay! Storybooks

Guide - Developing and

Guide - Preparing to use
Omuti Ogwataasa Abantu B'Embuya }_ African Storybooks with
Mwesigwa Joshua Waswa children
Thami and her brother Angula have a favourite baobab tree that they like to visit. One day raidel

a clever plan to hide everyone and save them. Can a tree really save a village? ) )
p ry Y g A< Guide - Translation

Omwana Eya Nyakulibwa Ngaali /L Guide - Using African
Rebecca Kuteesa Storybooks with children
Ngaali zasalawo okutwaala omwana eyali akaaba.

Click on ‘ASb reading levels’ and you can read a description of each of the ASb reading levels.

&  African Storybook Read HELP AND NOTES

Luganda > Request help

TITLE DATE Find and sort

Caare fAar o
)\, Search for story ASb reading levels

@ First words

Ebigaya Ebyali Byetala Eno N'eri
Medadi Ssentanda

Abantu abaali babeera ku kyalo ekitonotono baasenguka ne bagenda ku nsozi nga badduka en First sentences
bayiga okulya ebibala n'emirandira ng'emmere era batandika okufaanana n'okweyisa ng'ebigay

First paragraphs
Omuti Ogwataasa Abantu B'Embuya .I paragrap

Mwesigwa Joshua Waswa
Thami and her brother Angula have a favourite baobab tree that they like to visit. One day raidel

Longer paragraphs
a clever plan to hide everyone and save them. Can a tree really save a village? ger paragrap

Omwana Eya Nyakulibwa Ngaali Read aloud
Rebecca Kuteesa F [
Ngaali zasalawo okutwaala omwana eyali akaaba.



Click anywhere in the middle of the screen if you want to close HELP and return to the list of
storybooks.

Scroll down until you get to the storybook you want; for example, the Level 3 storybook called
Omwana Omwagalwa.

<  African Storybook Read HELP AND NOTES

TITLE DATE READING LEVEL

Q, Search for storybooks

Annet Ssebaggala -
Awabeera omukwano tewabulawo bintu binyiiza.

Omuwala Ow'Ebbeere Erimu v 3
Joseph M. Katabaro

One day a man met a beautiful woman in the forest. Although he was married he immediately fell in love with the woman and wanted
to marry her. She told him she could not marry him because she had only one breast. She asks him to cut off his wife's breast and. .

Omwana Omwagalwa
Annet Ssebaggala

bamutuuma erinnya Natabo.

Wakikere Ne Wamusota v 3
John Emongot
Mulugero luno tuyigamu nti si buli mukwano gwo nti abeera mutuufua nga wa nama ddala.

Click anywhere in the row with the storybook title and summary, and the story will open for you to
read.

< African Storybook
S @'y — Omwana
| Omwagalwa

Annet Ssebaggala
and Ritah
Katetemera

Brian Wambi

To turn the page forward, click on the right hand side of the page.



To go back a page, move your cursor to the left hand side of the page, and click the yellow
that points backwards.

Click through and read until you reach the back cover. Notice that the slider at the bottom of
the screen shows that you have reached the last page of the storybook.

< African Storybook

following way:

Omwana Omwagalwa

Author - Ritah Katetemera and Mulongo Bukheye
Translation - Annet Ssebaggala and Ritah Katetemera
Illustration - Brian Wambi
Language - Luganda
Level - First paragraphs
© African Storybook Initiative 2016
Creative Commons: Attribution 4.0
Source www.africanstorybook.org

Saide@

You may want to know if this
story is in another language, or
at another level. Click on
MENU, and then click on
‘Translations and adaptations’,
Rate il and a list of all the versions of
this storybook will appear.

MENU

Share

Comment

You may also want to SHARE
this storybook with someone hitps://www.africanstorybook
else by email or through social
wsiotion) & nedia.
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Download to read

You may want to download a copy of the storybook onto your computer or tablet, so that
you can read it when you are not online.

To do this, click ‘Download to read’.

African Storybook

Navigate

Omwana Omwagalwa Share

Author - Ritah Katetemera and Mulongo Bukhey
Translation - Annet Ssebaggala and Ritah Katetem Rate
Tllustration - Brian Wambi
Language - Luganda Comment
Level - First paragraphs
© African Storybook Initiative 2016 Transiations and adsptations
Creative Commons: Attribution 4.0
Source www.africanstorybook.org }, Download to_read

,L Download to print

<>/ Download EPUB

Africa

The storybook will appear as a pdf in your downloads folder.

e Omwana_COmwaga...pdf

You can also download and print a storybook for children to read.

Download to print
You can also download a storybook as a print booklet to hand out to children.

To do this, click on ‘Download to print.’
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African Storybook

Navigate

Omwana Omwagalwa Share

Author - Ritah Katetemera and Mulongo Bukhey
Translation - Annet Ssebaggala and Ritah Katetem Rate
Tllustration - Brian Wambi
Language - Luganda Comment
Level - First paragraphs
© African Storybook Initiative 2016 Transiations and adaptations
Creative Commons: Attribution 4.0

Source www.africanstorybook.org A Download to read

,,L Download to print

@ Download EPUB

When the booklet is downloading, this
African Storybook screen will appear. These are the
instructions to send to your printer, so that

The download of the story has the booklet prints correctly.

started. If you want to print a
booklet once it has downloaded, Once the PDF has downloaded, save itin a

choose the following options in folder of your choice or on your desktop.

PDF l

Acrobat Reader:

- Shrink oversized pages

- Print on both sides of paper
- Flip on short edge

- Landscape orientation.

Omwana_...

4)

Open the pdf and click Print.
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File EditView Window Help

Home Tools Omwana_Omwagal.. X
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You ore free to downioad, copy, transiate or adapt this story and use the llustrations as long os
you attribute in the following way:

Omwana Omwagalwa
Author - Ritah Katetemera and Mulongo Bukheye
Translation - Annet Ssebaggala and Ritah Katetemera
Tllustration - Brian Wambi
Language - Luganda
Level - First paragraphs
© African Storybook Initiative 2016
Creative Commons: Attribution 4.0
Source www.africanstorybook.org

Omwana Omwagalwa

Annet Ssebaggala
Brian Wambi

The printer screen will open. Make sure your printer settings are correct.

Your printer must able print back to back (both sides) on A4 paper.

L Umwana_Umwagalwa [4).pdl - Adobe Acrobat Keade
File Edit View Window Help

Home Tools Omwana_Omwagal

o
c‘fb E E Q @ 0 Copies: [1 = Print in grayscale (black and white)

=
Save inkftoner (1)
‘you attribute in the followin:

Pages to Print Comments & Forms
Om @ All [Documant and Markups

Current page
el © Coees
Translation - Annet 7 Pages Il -8
Tlust
La ¥ More Options
Lev
CYSZ2l|  Page Sizing & Handiing ©

Creative N
Source v Size Poster I [

Scale: 96%

wane | o

~NS——

) Fit 1169 x8.27 Inches
) Actual size

(@ Shrink oversized pages

(7) Custom Scale: Ilﬂﬂ %

Choose paper source by PDF page size

[ZLPrint on both sides of paper

() Flip on long edge on short edge

Orientation:
() Auto portrait/landscape
) Portrait

African
Storybook
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The storybook will come out of the printer with two storybook pages on each side of an A4

sheet.

Saide G}

To make the booklet, fold the A4
pages down the middle.

With a long arm stapler, staple along
the fold to hold the pages together.
Or you could stitch along the fold with
a needle and cotton.
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