Involving all: Lower Primary Maths

English (with Hindi)

Commentary:

In a multigrade primary school around 90 students from different linguistic backgrounds
study with a single teacher.

The one room school has an incomplete partition wall that separates Class | and Class |l
children from the rest of the students. Two columns of Class Il students, two columns of
Class IV students and three columns of Class V students, share the same space.

Here, a teacher is skilfully involving all his students in purposeful activity. He begins by
revising the concept of fractions with Classes Ill, IV and V.

Teacher: 31d # 3Mash!, Tgl W Aol A1 IR eet Gam, 3 & et & RO gardar| 3y
AT T FHE U FATCI

Commentary:

The teacher encourages his students to work in groups so that they can help one another,
while he attends to his younger students.

Teacher: 398 # Ush-gE 1 FHeg el | 31d H 37 oI el &l AIsT AT Tl | Sh 872

Commentary:

Notice how the teacher uses his time effectively. He moves seamlessly between his
different classes to ensure that all his students are engaged in their allocated activities.

Notice too, how he uses the home languages of his Class | and Il students so that they can
follow while they gradually learn the language of the school.

Teacher: JH &g & {41 812
Student 1: ¥ 9T RaAY él
Student 2: 7 ¢ RaAr E{u\l

Teacher: 3TaT| 318! 31... Very good! for@el &I A A3 ¢T & T dg X S|
39T, 3T Wl Weldl, AT| 3T YA, A T SNSAT FW3N| FAT F3?
Commentary:

The teacher is helping the younger students to learn how to count and add.

Teacher: ¥ SHH FAT Seld &, 39T ATST H?
Student 1: G3dT3|

Teacher: €391g| 3R ar el &I AT dod &2




Student 1: A=

Teacher: fA=al| FieT srer fAwM?

Student 1: §H1

Teacher: T 32T A1 Aoy 3 o §27 Arsar!
AT 9rH &N, MSHHHA Wil TFAT|

Teacher interview:

Here we mix three languages together — Neemadi, Bheeli language and a bit of Malvi. And
what used to happen is students would say a word which confused me, and then | would
ask an older student from his grade to explain its meaning. In this way, | have picked up the
words, so the next time someone uses that word, | am able to understand it.

Teacher: & fhastr &2

Students: gl

Teacher: ¥? Asard! 37T fhdelr & T2

Students: IR

Teacher: IR & 5? Arsar@! A fprasr &7

Students: &Tl

Teacher: &l 3R & IR & § &I, A g2 & § ar? 3 fohcsll &1 aS?
Students: Ggl

Teacher: ©g| 31 39Tl W {17 & a3 - ogl

Students: Ta, @I, did, R, 9id, B!

Teacher: 2MsaTd@! 3T 379eT TG W S AT Th IR 3| SHrdY Fprelr 379a0-319a I«
ITId| 319 SOH SIS &1 AATT RTINS 7 [FLqT 0IT BT &1 LATeard!

Commentary:

The teacher encourages his students to work together and help one another so that no-one
is left out. In so doing he creates a positive, collaborative atmosphere.

Teacher: g, faf@T 3w & faf@w) &, &, &l
Student 2: 31 ThaT, sir S

Teacher: g, & T §”34T g‘] T &7 3IHE § i@




Student 2: Y for@ f&am sir S

Teacher: S @a-fSTa TEY a7 &, aF 319 rdy & W right FT AT 9w NS, 3k
3YAT-39TT &1 3YAT-39eTT A7 for@ eS|

Student 1: Sir 3T, please.

Teacher: Very good! 2resT®! Very good, !
Student 3: Sir S|

Teacher: Very good!

Student 4: Sir S|

Teacher: Very good!

Student 4: Sir S|

Student 5: Sir S|

Teacher: Sg IR, foRea!

I grelr {aTel 3T 9T L, Gl 93|

Teacher interview:

There is a problem teaching the whole class, but in subjects like mathematics, the topic for
three or so of the classes is very similar. | break things up into small activities for each
class, so that students manage to do it together.

If a younger student is unable to do the task, then an older student or another student from
the class can help him or her.

Teacher: 3&T STdl, 3T 9T, AL HE I ST I g | QTeard!
FT 3T &l & - A A ffead &7 A - 38 BT a7 fav § F&aq7
Students: g

Teacher: Very good!
Student: Sir S|

Teacher: 3 3T 9T HYA-3Td HE & I JTAT-39AT ATH @ Nfav]
Students: far@ for=m|
Teacher: fTo@ for=am?




3 gEU FH A AT ¢, 3T AT YT S SHA ol of - AR 3GH 1S 38R & &l
9T H dE AT HIS|

FIT 39 U7 FOT TR 87

Students: &

Teacher: eMeaTd! AT YT 3TH right ST A o0 ST, ST @ ”IT g1 g1
T & colour #1X fEU?

IS STHY 761 ¢ o T colour ra-ure # € o111 g o o) &3 A 3 arel w7gT glam|

# U U TT HT IS of7W, IR H SHAT a1 H check HEIT, H ST o AT A &
[CECIMCE]

ST, T 39T ST Saa 8 S8U| S8 o BT Y= S1g W

Y 3T SHPT SIS HLAT G|

Commentary:

The teacher then sets a new task for Classes llI, IV and V.
Teacher: FIT FIg VAT §<aT &, TTHPr THST H FAGT AT? gl AT A §TY FaT
el ¢ - 37180 A

Commentary:

To end the lesson, the teacher checks on his students’ understanding, gives them a final
task, and encourages those who are struggling to work alongside others who can help.

Teacher: §8 §= &% & S g2 @ foran|

RITSSTH! T 3|

39T 1T fordT 82 Very good!

Students: Sir St Sir Si|

Teacher: agam, gAId|

Ueh fAeTe € 9T, ST g 318l 3imoeht 8fY | g 7|

QTeaTH! SThT T TET &, T Teh - ST AT - el ollgeT & 3T A8y, deTl
319 80| 39 fAaAdr ford?

Students: Sir 3| Sir S




Teacher: §3 §<al, &7 3T ¥ o A Ped HT oR>A?
Students: g, sirl
Teacher: ATeaTH! Teh ) & W o7 & T o g1 F o6 &

Students: gl

Teacher: &% g2

Teacher interview:

When | start a new subject or topic | tend to go from weak to strong. | pay attention to those
students who are weak, and | help explain the question to them.

Then | ask them if they have understood and if they have not, | will explain it again.
Commentary:

Effective classroom management is critical for involving all students in active learning.
Which of this teacher’s practices could you transfer to your own classroom?




