Storytelling, songs, role play and drama: Upper Primary English

English (with Hindi)

Commentary:

In this upper primary English class, a teacher has gathered her students together to tell a
story. The story is a well-known Indian traditional tale about a crow and a fox.

The students know the story in Hindi, but are less familiar with it in English. The teacher
begins by asking her students some introductory questions.

Teacher: Do you like a story?

Students: Yes, ma’am.

Teacher: Bird’s name AT der?

Students: Crow, parrot, eagle...

Teacher: fg=dr & 8 9d18T, English &, S 3Tdr § SasU| ST 39 ¢@r §, 39|
IdIST|

Students: Parrot, &Il

Teacher: &, very nice!

Students: FII...

Teacher: 375! & wild animal’s name 9dr & 3TMger? Wild animals SieTa 82 Siaren
STl |

Student 1: Tiger.

Teacher: Very good!

Student 1: Lion.

Teacher: Very nice!

Today | am going to tell you a story about a bird!

Bird?

Students: Yes, ma’am.

Teacher: And elephant!

Students: No, ma’am!

Teacher: | am going to tell you a story about, a bird and a...? And a...?
Students: Fox!

Teacher: Fox!




Commentary:

The teacher is not using a book. She has memorised the story and is using a picture to
reinforce the meaning of the English vocabulary.

Storytelling allows her to be in direct communication with her class. Notice how she makes
eye contact with her students, uses jokes and makes the session enjoyable for everyone.

Teacher: A fox saw a bird eating some bread. Bread means?

Students: UL

Teacher: &, 3@ WY A & - bird T1fA HiT - & 9@ AT

The fox said, “I like bread! Please, give me your bread!”

Commentary:

The teacher engages her students by using gestures and facial expressions.
Teacher: “I am really hungry! Really hungry!”

el HE TET 87

Students: Fox.

Teacher: She is clever, «7?

Students: Yes, ma’am.

Teacher: &g &I ¢...

Bird said, “No, | will not give you my bread! | will not give you my bread!”

The fox said, “Please, give me your bread! | am really hungry!”

ar bird 3 &gT, “No, | will not give you my bread! | will not give you my bread!”
38<7 Y &, “3ror! Can you fly?”

ar bird 3 &gT, “Look! | can fly! | can fly! But, | will not give my bread! | will not give you my
bread!”

Fox said, “Can you sing?”
Can you sing?

Students: Yes, ma’am.
Teacher: Can you sing?

Students: Yes, ma’am.

Teacher: ‘Sing’ means? 3T 9MT=AT|




Commentary:

Observe how the teacher keeps the students involved by asking them questions.

Teacher: " 38« @T, “OK, | can sing. Listen to my song! Listen to my song!”
Y crow &1 HIM? AT FHWM crow?

Student 2: Ma’am, S STHST AT, SER-3WR ACHIN, I HIT Pl 3TST ANT| ar g4,
ar bread R STwef!

Teacher: 3R, aig #13! Very good! § #? &...
ar AT S7? A 3TPT §8T TOT ke 39T dance! fhaar dance?

Students: |THS &T... Crow |

Teacher: ar fY ar #ff argar @@em? Bird 8?7 &, TE? U4, WA
o &2 ar o #g # carw gam?

Students: Ma’am, STaT|

Commentary:

Storytelling is a good way for both students and teachers to practise English.

You can prepare simple versions of stories in English for your class.

What story would you choose and how would you tell it using pictures and gestures?

What questions would you ask to help maintain your students’ engagement?




