     Speech and Language Development    
	Remember all children develop at different stages – these are approximate guidelines

	Age
	Understanding
	Expression
	Size of Vocabulary
	Speech Sounds
	Attention
	Symbolic Play

	6 months
	Responds to different tones of voices
	Babbles for attention.  Vocal Interaction with familiar adults
	0
	Some consonant / vowel combinations
	Attends to novel stimuli
	Mouthing, inspecting, shaking objects

	12 months
	Know own name, no and a few everyday words
	Pretend words often precede use of real words.  First words related to child’s own world.
	1-3
	Simplified sound system predominantly b,d,m,n,w
	Attends to the most dominant stimulus in the environment
	Relates object appropriately eg doll to bed

	18 months


	Can select an object on verbal request.  Follows simple commands.
	Single word utterances used in a variety of ways to convey different meanings 
	10-20
	Simplifies sound system.  25% of child’s speech will be understood by parents.
	Attends to own choice of activity.  Quite rigid and inflexible.
	Uses real and toy objects appropriately on self

	2 years
	Follows commands containing 2 key words eg give dolly the brush.  Knows basic body parts. 
	Using 2-word phrases. Eg daddy car
	50
	Sound system extending.  Consonants include p,b,t,d,k,g,m,n,w
	Does not enjoy adult intervention.  Remains rigid and inflexible
	Recognises single object pictures.  Can match object to picture.  Acts out everyday activities.

	2 years 6 months
	Can identify everyday objects by their use. Enjoys simple familiar stories.
	Combines 3 words.  Beginning to use negatives, adjectives and past tense.
	200 +
	Starting to use s,f,sh occasionally.
	Single channelled.  Can attend to adult choice of activity for increasing periods.
	Acts out sequences of everyday activities.  Watches others play.

	3 years
	Can select object pictures in relation to verb eg “which one do you eat?”  Can understand instructions with 3 key words
	Using 3-5 word sentences.  Using plurals and past tense though not always correctly.  Asking “who” questions.
	500-1000
	All vowel sounds present.  Consonants like s,f,sh,z are used in simple contexts.
	Single channelled.  Can attend to adult’s choice of activity for increasing periods.
	Pretend action in sequence.

	4 years
	Understanding instructions with 3/4/ verbal concepts eg put dolly in the big cupboard.
	Average sentence length is 4-5 words.  Asks a lot of questions.
	1000-1500
	Uses s,f,sh,consistently but still making errors with clusters and ch,j,l,r,th sounds
	Still single channelled but children can control own focus and shift from listening to doing.
	Enjoys play with others.

	5 years
	Understands most everyday conversations.  Beginning to understand jokes and puns
	5+ words in a sentence.  Uses past, present and future tense.  Can explain meaning of simple words
	1500-2000
	Using most sounds corrects except r, th and more difficult clusters and multi-syllabic words
	2 channelled attention.  Able to listen and do at the same time.
	Co-operative in group play.


	Approx Age
	Concept

	2 - 2.6 years
	In/on

	3 years
	Over/under

	3 - 3.6 years
	Same/different

Full/empty

	3.6 years
	Top/bottom

	4 -  4.6 years
	Infront/behind
Long / short

	5 – 6 years
	First / last  before / after                                                                                                                                                                                                             



REMEMBER ALL CHILDREN DEVELOP AT DIFFERENT STAGES – THESE ARE APPROXIMATE GUIDELINES.














