
Gender-based 
attitudes and beliefs 

Barriers to reporting sexual abuse Implications for organisations to 
respond to such concerns

Women and girls who 
have sex with men 
outside of marriage 
bring shame on  
their family.

Women and girls who 
wear revealing clothing 
are asking to be sexually 
abused and harassed. 

Women and girls who 
smoke, drink or take 
drugs deserve the 
treatment that they get.

A man has a right to 
beat his wife when he  
is disobeyed. 

Homosexuality is an 
illness that can be cured 
and should be cured. 

Men are strong. They 
can defend themselves 
against all forms  
of abuse. 
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