
Gender-based 
attitudes and beliefs 

Barriers to reporting sexual abuse Implications for organisations to 
respond to such concerns

Women and girls who 
have sex with men 
outside of marriage 
bring shame on  
their family.

Women and girls who 
wear revealing clothing 
are asking to be sexually 
abused and harassed. 

Women and girls who 
smoke, drink or take 
drugs deserve the 
treatment that they get.

A man has a right to 
beat his wife when he  
is disobeyed. 

Homosexuality is an 
illness that can be cured 
and should be cured. 

Men are strong. They 
can defend themselves 
against all forms  
of abuse. 


	Text Field 1: * Further stigma and shame for themselves and their family

* Girls and their families believe that they are "dirty" or "easy" and therefore deserve the sexual exploitation and abuse that they have suffered. 


	Text Field 2: * Girls and/or their families are reluctant to come forward to disclose the identity of the perpetrators

* If they do come forward, they will want their names and identities anonymised 

* It is unlikely that they or their families will seek any further support e.g. psycho-social, medical, legal etc. 
	Text Field 3: Similiar to above
	Text Field 4: Similar to above
	Text Field 5: Similar to above
	Text Field 6: Similar to above
	Text Field 7: * Women are afraid to seek help and support. 

* Women and/or her children will defend her husband/their father to protect themselves

* Women are often economically depend on abusive husbands and are afraid that financial security will be end if they report.  
	Text Field 8: * The survivors of domestic violence will not want to seek treatment or legal advice to pursue their rights to protection

* If this is a legal or protection issue int he community, organisations must seek the survivor's consent before reporting, and this will be a challenge. 


	Text Field 9: * Gender diverse people will think that no one will believe them if they disclose that they have been sexually abused

* People may think that those who are gender diverse deserve whatever bad treatment that tehy get becuase of their sexual preferances. 


	Text Field 10: * Organisations that are unaware or frown upon gender diversity may not be comfortable in managing such safeguarding concerns


	Text Field 11: * Men will have a much harder time disclosing abuse because they fear being humiliated.

* Men who could not fend off their perpetrator would be too embarassed to disclose. 
	Text Field 12: * Organisations will have very little or no information about this abuse

* Men will be reluctant to disclose the identity of the perpetrator




