Rewilding and the law
Recommended steps when you start rewilding

Rewilding takes time and you need to make sure that your rewilding journey starts as smoothly as possible. 
These four steps are fundamental to building a solid legal basis for your project: 
1. Consider legalities in the planning phase. If you think early in the process about what areas of law apply to your plan, you can anticipate what steps you need to take to comply with legal obligations, and identify how the law can be used to support your plans. Legal procedures take time so you may avoid delays if you know, for example, what licences you need, what requests you need to submit, and what liabilities you may face.  

2. Gather and analyse relevant information. You should prepare by gathering as much information as you can, so you don’t have any surprises later. For example, if you obtain land for your project, you should know beforehand if there are any burdens on it; what are the land uses, and can they be changed; is the land in a protected area; who are your neighbours; who are the relevant entities you need to engage with.  

3. Contact relevant authorities. You will need to engage with public authorities during your rewilding journey – for example, to register the right you have over the land, to submit a request for a licence, or to collaborate on a reintroduction programme. It is useful to know which entities are relevant to your plans and how to contact them.  

4. Seek experience from other initiatives and advisers. It is likely that you can learn a lot from others, so get in touch with other rewilding initiatives and learn from them. This can save you time when seeking information, and you can benefit greatly from knowing what works and what doesn’t from a legal perspective. In addition to seeking practical advice, it is very important that you run through all the steps and decisions you are about to take with a legal professional. This can save you time and money. 
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