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I respond to these questions from where I am in the world, as a recently retired teacher with over thirty years experience of teaching writing at an elite university on the southern tip of the African continent. When I started working here in the 1980s, we were in a state of emergency, imposed by the apartheid state, intended to brutally curtail the critique and resilience of anti-apartheid activism. I retired soon after what I think of as state of emergence – the #RhodesMustFall protests and the student-led call to decolonise higher education. In ‘Knowledge-making from a postgraduate writers’ circle: A southern reflectory’ (Multilingual Matters 2024) I wrote about an extended experience of co-facilitating a  radically open, multidisciplinary  writers’ circle for postgraduate scholars to share their work-in-progress with low-stakes audiences. My contributions in this seminar will be based on the experience of writing this book in which I make an argument that we need to take our notions of doctoral writing back from the formal archive – the imaginary of the settled, finished work, stripped of its complexities, waiting to be consumed in the factory of knowledge.  I argue that we need to keep our eyes on the traces – the stuff that doesn’t make it to the finished product: the stuff of vulnerability, affect, trial and error, subjectivity at risk.
Theme 1: I think there are different trends going forward – more formulaic salami-slicing and paint-by-numbers writing on the one hand, and on the other, more innovative, exploratory, collaborative approaches, with a search for what it means to be human.
Theme 2: I will touch on the idea that the university (and literacy) are experiencing a crisis of trust, and what this means for writing and knowledge-making now.
Theme 3: I will describe some EDIA and sustainability initiatives at my university.
Theme 4: In the final year of completing the book, I realised that I had not even mentioned AI. Here I speculate on the impact of GenAI on the (‘western’) knowledge archive, and consider the observation that AI has ‘never suffered’ and what this means for doctoral writing.



