	
	
	


Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences – Words of Wisdom

Competencies in the curriculum

Connecting with sustainability competencies in a level 3 religious studies module.
DA332 is a level 3 module worth 60 credits. It uses historical and modern examples to explore how religion influences knowledge, experience of environment, and sustainability. The module looks at how religion may empower or hinder active participation in environmental or sustainability issues. It connects with the UN Sustainable Development Goals and UNESCO sustainability competencies. Students regularly reflect on their development of these competencies during the module. For example: in one task students learn how to explain complex issues to non-experts and add reflections about their skills development in reflective journal they are supported to update throughout the module. The journal can be kept in a format of their choice e.g. podcast, vlog, or blog. Students can also choose between these formats to present their assignments. They can use Open University tools or their own devices to record MP3 or MP4 files.
Author: The Open University's Responsible Futures Audit 2024

Environmental humanities in MA Classical Studies
Block 4 of A868 MA Classical Studies Part 1 is titled ‘People in the World’ and focuses on the world around ancient people and their relationships with it. The Block is designed to get students working with theoretical approaches to the study of antiquity, as well as to consider how Classical Studies changes as the modern world changes. Units explore various facets of the environmental humanities, including environmental archaeology, ecocriticism, posthumanism, and new animism; students consider the historical context in which these approaches arose. Students learn that environmental perspectives do not apply solely in modern contexts: for example, they consider how attitudes towards the environment such as a division between ‘nature’ and ‘culture’ emerge in early Greek sources, and study how Roman settlements affected and were affected by their local environments. The scholarship with which students engage goes beyond the traditional bounds of Classical Studies to consider ideas from Religious Studies and indigenous thought. As a whole, the Block encourages students to view Classical Studies in a wider context and as directly engaged with modern issues of sustainability and environmentalism. As a result, a notable number of students have chosen to focus on environmental approaches in their MA research.
Author: Christine Plastow, Open University, Senior Lecturer in Classical Studies.

Sustainability Pedagogies

Sustainability is a global challenge with global solutions
D113 is a 60 credit, level 1 interdisciplinary module which explores Global challenges through a social science lens. For Block 2 of the module (equivalent to 20 credits of study) students are split into three strands dependent on their degree and qualification.  
Week 17 of the Geography and Environmental Studies strand contains innovative teaching which demonstrates what we can learn from the Global South. It also helps students to consider the difference geography can make to understanding the climate crisis and what it means to be a geographer in the 21st century. 
Students undertake a ‘virtual fieldtrip’ where they engage with six case studies featuring videos which present a range of 'voices from the Global South'. The videos were co-produced with the Royal Geographical Society. Activities support students to critically review key elements of the case study videos and guide reflection. The approach supports students to recognise and reflect on why listening to and engaging with diverse voices are key to addressing global challenges such as the climate crisis. 
Author: The Open University's Responsible Futures Audit 2024
Student quote
"Sustainability is a global issue and if taught to students, they would then have the tools to make an impact through what they know."

Bringing sustainability into the Art History curriculum at Level 2 and beyond
A236 is a level 2 module worth 60 credits. It introduces students to the art and visual cultures of the modern period (c.1750 the present day), drawing on a wide range of media and practitioners.  Sustainability was identified as key topic early on in the production process and this module was the first of several new modules in the Art History pathway (R27) to engage with new art historical research on this subject. Block 5 of A236 is called ‘Visions of the Anthropocene’ and contains a week’s learning (‘Constructing Co-existence’) dedicated to sustainability, as it pertains to historic and contemporary architecture and design. Students engage with a variety of material from across the world, from nineteenth-century wallpaper designs in Europe to twenty-first century ecocities in Asia. Students also work through different types of activities in their learning. For example, one reflective activity encourages students to consider if the images they are reviewing are an effective way of raising awareness of environmental issues. An interdisciplinary roundtable discussion between art historians and members of the OU’s Design Group – prepares them for an innovative exhibition-based assessment where students can consider and explore the concept of sustainable art, architecture and design. 
Author: Samuel Shaw, Open University, Senior Lecturer in Art History.
Student quote
"The merging of Art and its environmental impact/sustainability is a fresh approach to this field of study"

	
	
	



