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Exercise M3
Data Platform Exploration
Module 3 - Data Aggregators, Platforms & Quality  |  Estimated time: about 35 minutes
A hands-on scoring exercise. Pick one real data platform, explore it yourself, and apply the six-criteria framework - as a personal working tool, not a written report to submit.















What This Exercise Is About
Module 3 introduced the six-criteria framework for evaluating a data platform. This exercise puts it to work: you pick one real platform, spend real time in it, and score it yourself. There is no external tutorial to follow this time - the platforms themselves are the exercise, because getting comfortable exploring an unfamiliar data source under your own steam is exactly the skill this exercise builds.
This works differently from Exercise M2. Instead of following someone else's steps, you are making judgment calls: Is this platform's documentation good enough? Is the data current enough? You will use short scores and checkboxes throughout, not long written answers - this is a personal scoring worksheet you keep for yourself, not a document you submit anywhere.
	
	HOW THIS IS ASSESSED
There is nothing to submit for this exercise. Nobody marks written evaluations in a self-paced pre-course, so this exercise is built entirely around quick scores, checkboxes, and short notes for your own reference - not essays. When you are done, test your understanding of the underlying concepts with the separate Module 3 Quiz, which does have an answer key you can check yourself against.



Before You Start
	☐
	You have read the Module 3 slides and notes, especially the six-criteria framework

	☐
	You have a stable internet connection

	☐
	You have about 35 minutes of uninterrupted time

	☐
	You have a country or project context in mind to search for on the platform






How This Exercise Works
	1
Choose a Platform
5 min
	→
	2
Explore It
15 min
	→
	3
Score It
10 min
	→
	4
Decide
5 min




















Step 1 - Choose Your Platform
Pick ONE platform from the five introduced in Module 3. If you are not sure which to choose, pick whichever is most relevant to your own work - the tips below can help.
	Platform
	URL
	Best choice if you want to...

	Energydata.info
	energydata.info
	...find energy-specific data: grid, solar, demand, surveys

	HDX
	data.humdata.org
	...find population, boundary, or crisis-context data

	OpenStreetMap (Overpass Turbo)
	overpass-turbo.eu
	...explore crowd-sourced infrastructure, roads, buildings

	WorldPop Hub
	hub.worldpop.org
	...work with detailed population density rasters

	Global Electrification Platform
	electrifynow.energydata.info
	...explore electrification scenario modelling



	☐
	I have picked my platform and opened it in a browser




Step 2 - Explore for 15 Minutes
Before scoring anything, spend real time on the platform. Do not skip this step - the score in Step 3 only means something if you have actually looked around first.
Tips for Exploring Confidently
· Start on the homepage or 'About' page - most platforms explain their purpose and intended audience there in the first paragraph.
· Search for your own country or region. This is the fastest way to judge real coverage, not just theoretical coverage.
· Open at least one dataset's detail page. Look specifically for: a description, a last-updated date, a stated source, and a licence.
· If the platform has a map preview, use it - a quick visual check often reveals gaps (e.g., missing regions) faster than reading text.
· Do not worry about downloading anything yet unless you want to - browsing is enough for this step.
As You Explore, Tick Off What You Find
	☐
	I found the platform's stated purpose and intended audience

	☐
	I identified which organisation(s) maintain the platform

	☐
	I searched for my own country or region

	☐
	I found at least three datasets relevant to energy access planning

	☐
	I opened at least one dataset's detail page and checked its metadata




Step 3 - Score It: The Six-Criteria Framework
Score the platform from 1 (very poor) to 5 (excellent) on each criterion below, based on what you actually found in Step 2. A one-word or short-phrase note is plenty - this is for your own reference, not a report.
	Content scope
	Does the platform host the data types you need for energy access planning?

	Data quality
	Is there evidence of QA processes, metadata, and regular updates?

	Accessibility
	Can data be downloaded freely? Is there an API or bulk export option?

	Sustainability
	Is the platform institutionally backed and stable over time?

	Documentation
	Are there user guides, metadata records, and technical specs?

	Interoperability
	Does the platform use standard formats and OGC web services?



Your Scores
	Criterion
	Score (1-5)
	One-word note

	Content scope
	
	

	Data quality
	
	

	Accessibility
	
	

	Sustainability
	
	

	Documentation
	
	

	Interoperability
	
	



	
	IN PRACTICE
Score each criterion 1-5 and total out of 30. Above 24 = suitable as a primary source. 15-23 = usable with caveats. Below 15 = supplementary source only. Do not agonise over exact numbers - your gut sense after 15 minutes of real exploration is a perfectly good starting point.




Step 4 - Decide
Based on your total score, make a call. This is a snap decision exercise, not a formal write-up - the goal is to practise reaching a conclusion quickly and confidently.
Your Verdict
	☐
	Primary source - I would use this platform as a main source for my work (score above 24)

	☐
	Usable with caveats - I would use it, but I would double-check anything critical (score 15-23)

	☐
	Supplementary only - I would not rely on this as a main source (score below 15)



One Thing You Would Tell a Colleague
Think of the single most useful thing you would say to a colleague about this platform before they use it for the first time - a strength, a limitation, or a tip. You do not need to write it down, but it is worth having a clear answer in your head. This is exactly the kind of practical judgement your Data Governance Plan will ask you to document later.










You're Done
There is nothing to submit. Keep your scores if you find them useful - they may be handy again when you are choosing data sources for your Country Context Note in Module 5, or your Data Governance Plan later in the programme.
	
	WHAT'S NEXT
Open the separate Module 3 Quiz document. It has eight multiple-choice questions and an answer key, so you can check your understanding of the Module 3 concepts immediately, on your own, before moving on to Module 4.



Geospatial Data Management for Energy Access, Planning and Modelling	Page 1
