1.1 Introduction to Module 1

Hello everyone and welcome to module one of Anti Ableist Practice in Primary Education.
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In this video I'm going to introduce you to module one and the things that we'll be covering on this module.
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So there are some learning outcomes that we've associated with module one.
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And on the slide, it says to outline the key debates around the concept of ableism in educational settings.
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So in this module we'll be examining what ableism is and the different ways in which it may
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be manifest in educational settings with a particular eye on the primary school setting.
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And we're also got a second learning outcome, which is to reflect on your position vis a vis disability and ableism.
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So, we're inviting you in this module.
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To take a few minutes to sit and reflect on what you already understand and associate with the concept of disability,
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and what you already understand about the concept of ableism and where those understandings have come from.
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So what has been your journey with disability and ableism so far?
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What are you bringing to this course. As you move through the module content in module one, it might be helpful for you to reflect on these questions.
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Where did inclusive education come from?
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The term didn't just appear one day, and suddenly we were all talking about how important it is to be inclusive.
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So what? What is the genesis of inclusive education? How did it come to be so important?
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There are lots of cognate terms that go with inclusive education.
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Things like inclusion, inclusive pedagogy,
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inclusive practice. What relation do those bear to the concept of inclusive education?
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Are they the same? Are they different? When we think about all those sister terms together, do we use those terms interchangeably?
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Do you use those terms interchangeably? Do they mean different things to different people in different contexts?
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And to what extent does that matter? We're also going to think, ask you to think about how previous attempts at inclusive education.
2:43
So if we go back to the 1970s forward tended, first of all, to focus on how we could make individual,
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sometimes called reasonable adjustments to education settings.
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And what we'll invite you to do throughout the course is to hold that in mind as a possibility, but invite you to expand your focus beyond that,
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to think about how we can go about recognising and doing something about more structural barriers to inclusion,
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so things that affect every disabled child.
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How can we remove those barriers? And if we took disabled people as a category of people, what would we do to make things more equal?
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How could we treat disability, in other words, as a human rights issue and as an equalities issue,
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rather than thinking about it at that very individual level?
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