6.4 Representation in the Classroom

0:05
When we think about disability representation in the classroom, this quotation here from Lavani and Bacon can be really helpful in helping us think about why representation in the classroom is so important.

0:18
And particularly, as I mentioned in previous videos, where we don't necessarily have the children that are affected by those issues or who represent those characteristics within our own classrooms.

0:32
But actually that when we don't have a particularly diverse school body, that representation is also very important.

0:39
So this quote here suggests that we live in a society characterised by the coexistence of individuals in a wide range of intersecting group identities.

0:50
So, for example, gender, race, disability, social class, and in such a society it is important that educational settings mirror the diversity within which they exist.

1:02
They are there to actively prepare children for citizenship in a pluralistic democracy through meaningful and sustained opportunities to engage with each other across differences.

1:14
So in settings where you don't necessarily have a very diverse population, it's important to consider that your children are going to leave that environment and go into and interact with other people throughout the rest of their lives.

1:29
And it's important for us to represent all of the different people that they might meet within that educational environment in order to provide those windows that we discussed before.

1:41
But this is also centrally important to providing a mirror to those children who are in that environment and do not currently see themselves represented there.

1:54
As we discussed previously, disability representation in the classroom is very much lacking.

1:59
And if you reflect back on that core study by Favazza and the other follow up work that they completed, they found real limited representation of disability across school classrooms and a number of international studies.

2:16
So we need to really consider why that is the case.

2:19
Why is disability representation just not there?

2:23
This is an example of an image that you might see as you walk into a school.

2:27
It's certainly very, very representative of some of the images that I might see if I walk around schools I'm used to frequenting.

2:36
And what we see here is a very cheerful image.

2:40
We do have some different ethnicities represented in this this school group, but it doesn't really give us much of a feel about what else might be happening within that school.

2:54
So representation really offers us that opportunity to bring to the fore a whole variety of diversity that children are likely to encounter and also that represents those children themselves who find themselves in that environment.

3:13
We can talk about incidental representation.

3:17
Incidental representation normalizes disability and allows for really positive inclusion in a very simple way.

3:24
And by that we mean that visual image that you see when you enter a school, just including a whole variety of different people.

3:35
We also think very carefully about ensuring that we're encouraging an active dialogue and discussion.

3:41
This is very important rather than maintaining a don't ask, don't worry, we don't want to offend attitude.

3:48
And also really going beyond that tokenistic celebration of disability or other characteristics which we might we might find in educational settings.

4:00
So thinking beyond Disability Awareness Week, for example, what are the barriers that prevent us from having that deeper embedded representation?

4:15
Now here are some examples of other images that we could use that are perhaps more representative and just give us a little bit more of an understanding of other types of people that we might want to represent within our school environment.

4:29
And using images such as this, peppering those images around the school, within your school curriculum, within your teaching practice and different teaching resources that you use is such a simple and easy way of putting in some representation there, which doesn't need to be a teaching point.

4:46
It's just there as an incidental opportunity for positive representation.
