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Songs, rhymes and word play

TESS-India (Teacher Education through School-based Support) aims to improve the classroom practices of
elementary and secondary teachers in India through the provision of Open Educational Resources (OERs) to
support teachers in developing student-centred, participatory approaches. The TESS-India OERs provide
teachers with a companion to the school textbook. They offer activities for teachers to try out in their
classrooms with their students, together with case studies showing how other teachers have taught the
topic and linked resources to support teachers in developing their lesson plans and subject knowledge.

TESS-India OERs have been collaboratively written by Indian and international authors to address Indian
curriculum and contexts and are available for online and print use (http://www.tess-india.edu.in/). The OERs
are available in several versions, appropriate for each participating Indian state and users are invited to
adapt and localise the OERs further to meet local needs and contexts.

TESS-India is led by The Open University UK and funded by the UK government.
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Some of the activities in this unit are accompanied by the following icon: w&ﬁ" This indicates that you will
find it helpful to view the TESS-India video resources for the specified pedagogic theme.

The TESS-India video resources illustrate key pedagogic techniques in a range of classroom contexts in India.
We hope they will inspire you to experiment with similar practices. They are intended to complement and
enhance your experience of working through the text-based units, but are not integral to them should you
be unable to access them.

TESS-India video resources may be viewed online or downloaded from the TESS-India website,
http.//www.tess-india.edu.in/). Alternatively, you may have access to these videos on a CD or memory card.

Version 1.0 EEO2v1 (Odisha)

This version is made localized for Odisha by Dr. Kartikeswar Behera and reviewed by Dr. Pramatesh Das.
Except for third party materials and otherwise stated, this content is made available under a Creative
Commons Attribution- Share Alike licence: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

TESS-India is led by The Open University UK and funded by UK aid from the UK government



Songs, rhymes and word play

What this unit is about

This unit is about how you can make English language learning an enjoyable experience for your students.
Language learning does not need to be stressful, and should not be stressful, especially in the early years of
school.

Students love to sing, chant, recite rhymes, make sounds and make up nonsense words that have no
meaning. This is more than just having fun — this is language learning in action. Songs, rhymes and word
play are ‘prereading’ activities. Hearing and practising the sounds of English prepares students to recognise
and read these sounds on the written page.

What you can learn in this unit

® To recognise indicators of English pre-reading skills.
® To use songs and rhymes to develop your students’ English.
® To use poetry to develop your students’ English.

1 What do pre-readers know?

You start by thinking about what pre-readers know about language and how it works, in an activity for you.

Activity 1: What do pre-readers know?

First read the short description of Sanjay, below. Then answer the questions that follow.

Sanjay is four years old. He loves rhyming games and rhyming jokes, even when he doesn’t completely
understand the meanings. For instance, he likes to play this word game with his older brothers:

Q: What is Bruce Lee’s finger called? A: Ungli (finger)

Q: What is his sister-in-law called? A: Saali (sister-in-law/derogatory word)
Q: Who is his gardener? A: Maali (gardener)

Q: What is Bruce Lee’s favourite vegetable? A: Muulee (radish)

Q: What is Bruce Lee’s favourite breakfast? A: Idli (south Indian rice cakes)
Q: ... festival? A: Diwali

.. music? A: Qawwali

... film? A: Coolie

... animal? A: Billee (cat)

L L L P

.. brain? A: Yours! Because it is khaalii (empty)!
Now answer these questions:

Why do you think Sanjay and his brothers like to play this game?
What do they know in order to play it?

Can you identify the rule behind this game?

Do you know any other similar games? Could you create one yourself?

Sanjay’s game is imaginative and creative, and also silly and fun. The game develops vocabulary. These
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elements combined make language learning memorable for children. The rule behind this game is that
the ending sound of each word must rhyme. Each word must also make sense and be familiar. Children
who can hear and predict rhyming words are learning important pre-reading skills. They are hearing the
sounds of language and will match these sounds to written words later on.

@ Pause for thought

'e) Think about the students in your class. Do they know rhymes and short poems in their own
o . . . . .
c language, or in English? Do they play any games with language? Can they recognise rhyming
words?

2 Singing poetry

Now try this activity.

Activity 2: Singing poetry

There are many poems that are short and easy to memorise. Poems are a good way to introduce students
to the sounds of language, even if the words are initially unfamiliar. This will encourage language learning in
an enjoyable way. In this activity, you will choose a short poem to teach your class.

Here is a rhyme in Hindi. Can you identify the rhyming words?

Akkad bakkad bambe bo,
Assi nabbe poore sau,
Sau mein laga dhaga,

Chor nikal ke bhaga.

Now read the poems in Resource 1. You may be familiar with some of them. Read the short commentary
that follows the poems.

Choose one of the poems and read it aloud to yourself. Identify the rhyming words in the poem.

Try to memorise the poem and recite it to another person. Are there actions you can put to the poem? Can
you associate the poem with any movements, such as dancing in a circle?

Now choose a rhyme or a song — either one from Resource 1 or one that you are familiar with — to use with
your class. Recite it or sing it with your students. You can do this outside the classroom, and put students in
a large circle or in two lines (Figure 1).
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Figure 1 You can do this activity outside the classroom,
with the students in a large circle or in two lines.

Do you notice any students who have difficulty distinguishing rhyming patterns and rhyming words? Make a
note of this — it may indicate a hearing impairment.

All languages have rhymes for young students. Some are funny, some are serious —and some can be a bit
rude! These rhymes provide students with language experience. Because rhymes are easy to remember and
recite, they build fluency and confidence in young language learners. They also build knowledge of the
sounds in words — an important pre-reading skill. A student who knows rhymes in any language develops
confidence, creativity and skills for language and reading.

In Case Study 1, the teacher notices that her students enjoy rhymes. She builds on this interest to develop
their English.

Case Study 1: Miss Pratima uses a rhyming game for English

Miss Pratima developed a rhyming game from her textbook lesson for Class II.

| taught a textbook poem about animals. One afternoon, | saw the students playing a clapping game
outside. | could hear them saying some of the words from the textbook poem. They were also saying
words in English that were not in the lesson. Sometimes they were making up words that made no sense
but rhymed with the English words. They were jumping up and down, clapping in a rhythm, and chanting:

‘FrogV
‘LogV’
‘Dog!’
‘Pog!’

Their game was not part of my lesson. | thought about how | could build on their interest in playing a
game with rhyming words.

The next textbook lesson was ‘What can you carry in your school bag?’ | told my class that they would play
a game called ‘The Bowl that Rhymes’ based on this lesson.

| put several small objects into a bowl: a piece of chalk, a spoon, a ball, a pen, a pin and a hat. Some of the
objects were in the textbook lesson. Then | explained to the students that | would say a word in English
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that would rhyme with one of the objects in the bowl. | said ‘moon’, and then | asked a student to take out
of the bowl the object that rhymes with ‘moon’ (spoon). | continued until all the objects were selected.

The students enjoyed this game very much and wanted to play it again. Sometimes they used words in
Hindi, and sometimes they used completely made-up words. | accepted this, as long as the words they
came up with rhymed with the English word.

Later that week, | divided the class into small groups of four students. Each small group played ‘The Bowl
that Rhymes’ using objects or picture cards.

I now try to make a short rhyming game or activity for every chapter of the English textbook to reinforce
vocabulary. | have students recite rhymes in pairs and make up gestures to go with the rhymes.

See Resource 2, ‘Using pair work’, to learn more about ways to organise students to work as a small team.

Pause for thought
Pratima tried out an activity based on what the students seemed to enjoy doing with
o) language. How did she find out what they enjoy?
0]
° Do you think it was a good idea for her to accept Hindi words and nonsense words

from the students, as long as they rhymed with the English words?

What are the benefits and possible difficulties of having students do ‘The Bowl that
Rhymes’ activity in small groups?

Can you identify opportunities for Pratima to evaluate students in the group activity?

(AN
8
n&"’ Video: Storytelling, songs, role play, drama

3 What rhymes teach

Rhymes help to build confidence in using English independently. They are a fun way to expand students’
early vocabulary, and they introduce simple sound and sentence patterns. Here is an example of a rhyme:

One, two, three-four-five
Once | caught a fish alive
Six, seven, eight-nine-ten
Then | let it go again.

What vocabulary, sentences patterns and sound patterns does this rhyme teach? Check your ideas with
ours:

e Rhyming words and sound patterns: The rhymes are ‘five’ and ‘alive’, and ‘ten’ and ‘again’. You can
help

e students to learn more words that rhyme with these pairs, e.g. ‘dive’, ‘hive’ and ‘arrive’ (they may
notice also that ‘give’ does not rhyme with ‘five’), and ‘men’, ‘hen’, ‘pen’, ‘when’ and ‘then’.

e Vocabulary: The number names for one to ten; ‘alive’ (opposite of dead); ‘again’ (once more, to
repeat).

e Sentence patterns: These include ‘let ..." (allow, permit) and ‘once ...’ (to speak about an incident in
the past). You can demonstrate to students and teach them how to use words like these in different
ways. Encourage and help students speak about what they want to do and what has happened,
using ‘let ...” and ‘once ...". For instance: ‘Let it go!’; ‘Let us out!’; ‘Let me play!’; ‘Let him read’; ‘Let
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her speak’; ‘Let me come in!’; ‘Let the baby sleep!’; ‘Once upon a time ...”; ‘Once | got lost’; ‘Once |
ate ten rotis!’; ‘Once | saw a crocodile’; ‘Once | fell down and got hurt’; ‘Once | found a baby bird’.

Activity 3: Using rhymes in English

This is a planning activity for you to undertake in preparation for a lesson.

Go to Resource 3 and choose a short poem, rhyme or song in English to do with your students. You can
also find a good rhyme or poem from your English textbook.

Practise saying or singing it in English, and practise doing the related actions. In the poem you chose, make
sure you can identify:

e the rhyming words and sound patterns
® the sentence patterns
e key vocabulary.

Make a plan to use the rhyme with your students. Review your plan with a colleague or your head teacher.
Will you incorporate the poem into the English lesson, or do it at some other time?

Where will you teach it — inside the classroom or outside?

Is there a tune you can put to the words? Are there movements or gestures you can use?

What resources will you need? For example, will you use pictures or word cards to help students
understand?

4 Using rhymes to teach English in the classroom

Rhymes are a fun way for your students to improve their English and for you to develop your confidence in
using spoken English.

Activity 4: Using rhymes to teach English

Over the next few lessons, introduce a short rhyme or a poem in English — you can use the rhyme you
prepared in Activity 3 or choose another rhyme or poem. Choose a rhyme that has simple action words.
Recite the rhyme several times during the week. Students will need more than one hearing to learn it for
themselves.

You could start or end the school day with a short rhyme. Try to introduce a short rhyme each week. You
can use short rhymes and songs for classroom management, for example, when moving students from one
activity to another, or to focus their attention on you.

Help students remember and use rhyming words. When it is appropriate in a language lesson, help
students to identify words in the lesson that rhyme. You can reinforce the learning by writing and reading
the rhyming words together on the board.

You can also put rhyming words on the bulletin board for students to read every day. Write the rhyming
words in bold letters and in the same colour, to encourage students’ recognition of the same sounds and
word endings.

When you evaluate students and build up their records of achievement, note those who can recognise
words that sound alike and have similar sound patterns. This is an important pre-reading skill. There is a link
between the ability to hear and recognise sounds and the ability to read later on. Students who recognise
the sounds of letter patterns and words will begin to apply this knowledge to the printed page. Record your

www.TESS-India.edu.in



Songs, rhymes and word play

observations about which students can easily identify the rhyming words, and which students can make
their own sentences using the words and patterns in the rhyme. Note when they attempt to link their oral
knowledge to printed words.

Older students also enjoy rhymes and play with words, and this can help them build their English knowledge
and skills. In the next case study the teacher encourages his students to create poems in English.

Mr Ravindra’s Class lll students are at many different levels of ability in English. He asked them to write
poems on the theme of water.

| strted by writing some new words on the board, which | called ‘help words’. As the class talked about the
theme of ‘water’, more words were added to the list. These words were either noted down in students’
notebooks, kept in the class ‘word box’ or displayed on the bulletin board.

| asked the students to talk in their home language about the games that they play with water: jumping in
water that collects on the roadside after rain; throwing water on each other; trying to hold water in their
hands; slapping at spilled water with their palm; creating bubbles in water. | asked the students to make
drawings of these activities. Then | asked them to describe their drawings in English.

The students came up with bits of sentences, mixing their home language and English, and using nonsense
words for sounds, for instance:

‘Chup chup water’

‘Water jump’

‘Water hands’

‘Ravi pipe water’

‘Sapna, water bulbule soap.’

The sentences were not complete and accurate in English, and sometimes the students used nonsense
words, but | accepted this because the words and sounds were meaningful and fun for them. |
acknowledged the students’ efforts and helped them where necessary, rephrasing their sentences into
complete English.

Sometimes the students used nonsense words to convey sounds or environments, and they had to create
spellings for these words. Together, the class created this poem on water:

Water says chup chup,

Let’s go jump jump.

Let’s play with water,

Come my friend, come come,
Without water, | am not happy.

| continued to do poems linked to other topics. On the theme of ‘transport’, the class created this poem
using the sounds of the train:

Train at the station,

Koo chuk chuk chuk chuk,
Sapna takes a ride,

Ha ha ha, wah wah wah wah.
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Sometimes | would start the class off with a short phrase or a word, such as ‘little red apple’. | asked
students to continue this line, first by talking with each other and making drawings, and then presenting
suggestions to create a whole poem:

Little red apple,
Hmm! So juicy,
See! See! See!
Little drop falling,
Drip drip drip.

My students created a number of poems in English. | compiled the poems and drawings in a folder, and
bound them together to make a class book of poetry.

The students invited parents to come to school and read their poems. They also performed their poems to
a school assembly.

(The poems were created by Class Il and Class Il of the CIE Experimental Basic School in Delhi, session
2011-12.)

Activity 5: Create a poem

Using the example of Mr Ravindra in Case Study 2, plan a poem exercise with your class.
What topic or theme would interest the students? Remember to begin with some ‘help words’.

When you implement your plan, remember to use what the students contribute. Ask students to talk
about their ideas and draw them. You can incorporate local names and places into the poem.

Let them ‘have a go’, using nonsense words if they choose. Remember that it is not always necessary to
have rhyming words at the end of each line. Accept errors in students’ spoken English so that they can gain
confidence. Students can create spellings for words that represent sounds or noises.

Compile a folder of their poems so that they can re-read their work.

Is there an opportunity for students to perform the poems, at the end of the lesson, or to an assembly for
the school or for parents? Providing an audience for your students’ poems will encourage them to practise
their spoken English and to gain confidence in their English skills. Make sure that all the students in your
class take part in the assembly or performance.

5 Summary

This unit has introduced you to rhyming games, songs and word play. There is a serious purpose to rhymes
and play with words. The ability to hear and distinguish similar and different sound patterns and word
patterns is an important pre reading skill. Children who have a lot of experience with rhyming poems and
stories are often able to read with expression.

We hope you have gained ideas about how to use rhymes in English and in students’ home languages to
encourage pre-reading skills and the enjoyment of language.

Other Elementary English teacher development units on this topic are:

e (Classroom routines
e Using the textbook creatively
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e [earning English in the creative arts
e |etters and sounds of English.

Resources

Resource 1: Singing poetry

By listening to poetry regularly, young students get accustomed to the basic patterns of a language. What is
especially useful about poetry in this matter is that it is so easy to store it in one's memory. Small children
have to put in no special effort to memorise poetry; just by enjoying it several times and reciting it they
make it a part of their permanent collection.

The important question for the teacher is: '"How do | select good poems and where can | find them?' The
poems that most primers and textbooks carry are often of a low quality and have little value for the
development of language. Similarly, much of the poetry published in Hindi monthly magazines has little
worth. Most poems we see in textbooks and magazines are moralistic and dull. They have an artificial
sentence structure and vocabulary. They lack the feel of real day-to-day language. This is why they have
hardly any value as resources for learning language.

SONGS, RHYMES AND WORD PLAY

Using rhymes to teach English in the classroom.
Activity-1

You read the poem aloud twice with intonation and stress. Instruct your students to read after you. Then
read the poem aloud with action. Ask your students to follow your reading with actions. Ask one group to
recite in chorus and the other group to act out the lines and vice- versa. Ask them to identify the rhyming
words.

Poem: My Kite

It’s my kite, it’s my kite
| fly it left, | fly it right
You can enjoy and watch the sight
| fly it left, | fly it right
It’s brown with stripes of white
| fly it left, | fly it right
With two colors white and brown
Sometimes it goes up, sometimes down.
Composed by Dr. Kartikeswar Behera

Comprehension questions (Oral):

1. Who is the speaker in the poem?

2. What are the colors that the kite has?

3. Is the child happy? Recite the lines that says the child’s happiness.
4. ldentify the rhyming words and say aloud.
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Activity-2
Poem
Stop! Bird, Stop!

Step-1: You read the poem aloud and asks the students to listen.
Step-2: You read the poem with rhythm and action and ask the students follow you.

Step-3: You divide the students into two groups. One group reads the line aloud and the other group acts
out the lines

Step-4: Ask the students to read by themselves.
Stop! Bird, Stop!

Once | saw a little bird

| said, Come hop hop

It started to fly up.

Then | tried out, little bird,
Please stop, stop, stop

| ran up to him and said,
Please stay and play with me!
But he shook his tiny head.
And flew high up on a tree.
He said, | am free, | am free.

Activity-3
POEM: SQUIRREL

Whisky, Frisky
Hippety-hop,
Up he goes,
To the top,

Whirly, twirly,
Round and round,
Down he scampers
To the ground

Furly, curly
What a tail,

Tall as a feather,
Broad as a sail

Where is his supper
In the shell,
Snappy, cracky,
Out it fell.

Adapted from NCERT source book on assessment for Class: I-1V, Language English

You (teacher) will follow above steps while teaching the above rhymes.
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WORD IN BOXES

Fill in the boxes and make words.

The first one is done for you

(a) 1.

Meaning:

vk wnN e

Opposite of HAPPY
Opposite of NIGHT
Opposite of NO
Opposite of STAND
Opposite of BOTTOM

(b) Fill in the blanks. The first one is done for you.

L

o

10

Opposite of SHORT
Opposite of TAKE
Opposite of WEST
Opposite of SHORT
Opposite of HATE
Opposite of SPEND
Opposite of FAR

NouswNe
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WORD SEARCH

There is a word hidden in each word.
Find it out and write it in the box.
Take the first letter away and make another word.

Two examples are given below.

Train —Rain ‘T’ is taken away from the word.

Send—end ‘S’ is taken away from the word.

1. Shot- 10. When -
2. Open- 11. Tall -

3. Hand - 12. Stop —
4. Hit- 13. Where -
5. Bend- 14. What —
6. Gate - 15. Bring —
7. Seat- 16. Broom —
8. Scream — 17. Warm —
9. Meat -

See how more than a number of words can be made from a single word. Two examples are given for

you.
INTERESTING
INN
NEST
REST
|s /////////1
T <« > GET
— \\\\\\\\\“‘\b RING
INTEREST
STING
TREE
NINE
SET v
IN ENTER
TEST

www.TESS-India.edu.in
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Similarly, make a number of words from the words “PAPER, PENCIL”

Quite a different kind of poems, are needed for building the foundation of children's reading skills. A
selection of such poems in Hindi is given below.

o Srer W, sne W Sow g |
T ST IPTRT A F W TF i |
T qgh uH T A e |
Rrass et dter # ot et Fier |
wter T & AT IW AT I S & |
Si g urt ¥ R et |

g W At ot 3w S e

AT T TAT ST WA TAT I |

Nirankar Dev Sewak

TG JHM O Tg W
U S TF FaT Biewt
AT BiaT ZaAT BiaaT
ZAAT BichT AT BlaaT
9 0« R g ug &
gIET g3 3% ST &

Ram Naresh Tripathi
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AT BT @ AT

T &7 HAATAT TEHT
ST AT & Wt

oW T & e e
YT & & TT T
WY g3 9T QYT & ATar
gt aferaa gt st

Sudha Chauhan

www.TESS-India.edu.in
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et ot & TS
e ST & wEre
et Bt & fafar
U3 & Beer w3T

aw Bhat & Tt
TRt T e
T § Bt &l
et RhaaT oTer @

Krishna Kumar

es and word play

AH 3T IS % T T gamw & e dtaw
o & g onift & UT o I ¢ T T
UFH dadt & 3% R g 3@ & W o
SIS 35T I T HT AT AT Fshrt arew
7% J@T JE AT W WS @ g TG0 T S
ST YT AT 3! feamrt U@ S 3 &t @it

fgws dgws digws digus AW FHT ¥ 3T dtaT

Sridhar Pathak

www.TESS-India.edu.in



AT ZWTEX T ZATER, § T qUaT WIS |

T T @t ¥ o foT o Sl oiftr wa s
TATET EHTET TATET ZHTER, YS! & Fr 9K |

T T § AT g @ AT qE TR G qH N
AT ZHTEX ST THIER, BT A g0 I & |
TUAHT ST ST T § 9! g0 40 @ &v |

TATET WIS TATET WIS, =0T T T W |

W AT T ST W@ 3O §qT T S

Nirankar Dev Sewak

U, o, {1, 9

ST ot Hga JHT |
qie, :, 9d, 33

W T F TIE |
A, T, @, T

& wEHT W% oA |
HATE WY ¥ gt g |

Sarveshwar Dayal Saxena

www.TESS-India.edu.in
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ST T T90 OEh? T 30 99 ¥ 35 9o
i ST oE ° 3 uEET T 3T e ¥ 3% e
ST T T 97 5 S T 0 I BT |
O ¥ 2k ga § |TS @S fE,
ST ATE g wERT & R &SI |

Az iz = ot oF T T a0 T,
fig & & A AC I T IFH-IFH HI |

ST T&H FC TFHt |

Sarveshwar Dayal Saxena

et Tt Sredt gt weet e Bt
HTI—HT WTAT WT e, Taa—dT T HIT Vet |
RaeT FHer TerE ST ST Wit wreT—ar
ATAT T YA I ZAT AT TTAT—HT |

& W HEM & T g0 & WS &
Ul & THE—HT ST TT AT ATHAT T 0T |
T T FT-HT T I qHT

QI T i et FHTt St Tt T |

Thakur Srinath Singh
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e 3 WM ¢ /e 33 @ Y o |

HE 9T § TR 47 e 3% U,
AT AT AT T 3 AHT A1 |

A Q@ § S T F T AT

BIor & 39 g 37 {6 ufesw &1 3% 9 |
| T R # &g, ar qreT gt |,
FAT 3T TeT TSTIHT RIeT ey & /T |
T S &7 g & ®d § 99 W oI,

A 3 | YE AN T, 3 AT ST |

T a5 Al ¥ o e § ¢ o Y
TUET AT TaT oo a9 W o] g9 [Raeg |
AT feaT-femaT AR & W O S,
I FERT oo AT I T A T |

T UE o O &9 o i femT e

# 2@ WT YT AT T F THT S |

Ramesh Chandra Shah

Such poems can surely be found in all Indian languages, but the teachers who want to find them will have to
search very carefully. They will need to keep their eyes open for playful and natural use of language. Also,
purely didactic poems will have to be left out.

One thing that any teacher can easily do is to write out the songs that students sing while playing certain
games, such as while skipping, jumping and playing ball. These are traditional rhymes, and it may be difficult
to collect them in cities. However, with some effort, we can make our own collections of such songs. The
collection can take the form of one or more little books with a song written neatly on each page, along with
a suitable picture which can either be made or cut out from a magazine or some other source. It is not
always necessary that the picture should accurately portray what the poem says. If the picture simply
evokes a mood or scene that is vaguely associated with the poem, this is fine. You can prepare several
books by yourself in this manner, each one of about 16 pages, using ordinary white paper if you cannot
afford the slightly more expensive drawing paper. If you use drawing paper, the book will last longer and
you won't have to prepare the same book each year.

The way to read poetry books is the same as for other books, that is, sitting with a group of students with
the book in the middle. After two or three occasions, you can sing the poem aloud without the book and
ask students to sing with you. They will be able to sing the poem from memory quite soon if the poem is of
good quality. Later, when you read it again from the book, they will anticipate the words given on the
pages.

www.TESS-India.edu.in
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Students of six can happily copy out a whole poem on a separate piece of paper or slate, and if they know it
by heart by that time, they will have little difficulty recognising individual words after a few days.

(Adapted from Kumar, 1986.)

Resource 2: Using pair work

In everyday situations people work alongside, speak and listen to others, and see what they do and how
they do it. This is how people learn. As we talk to others, we discover new ideas and information. In
classrooms, if everything is centred on the teacher, then most students do not get enough time to try out or
demonstrate their learning or to ask questions. Some students may only give short answers and some may
say nothing at all. In large classes, the situation is even worse, with only a small proportion of students
saying anything at all.

Why use pair work?

Pair work is a natural way for students to talk and learn more. It gives them the chance to think and try out
ideas and new language. It can provide a comfortable way for students to work through new skills and
concepts, and works well in large classes.

Pair work is suitable for all ages and subjects. It is especially useful in multilingual, multi-grade classes,
because pairs can be arranged to help each other. It works best when you plan specific tasks and establish
routines to manage pairs to make sure that all of your students are included, learning and progressing.
Once these routines are established, you will find that students quickly get used to working in pairs and
enjoy learning this way.

Tasks for pair work

You can use a variety of pair work tasks depending on the intended outcome of the learning. The pair work
task must be clear and appropriate so that working together helps learning more than working alone. By
talking about their ideas, your students will automatically be thinking about and developing them further.

Pair work tasks could include:

® ‘Think—pair—share’: Students think about a problem or issue themselves and then work in pairs to
work out possible answers before sharing their answers with other students. This could be used for
spelling, working through calculations, putting things in categories or in order, giving different
viewpoints, pretending to be characters from a story, and so on.

¢ Sharing information: Half the class are given information on one aspect of a topic; the other half are
given information on a different aspect of the topic. They then work in pairs to share their
information in order to solve a problem or come to a decision.

® Practising skills such as listening: One student could read a story and the other ask questions; one
student could read a passage in English, while the other tries to write it down; one student could
describe a picture or diagram while the other student tries to draw it based on the description.

* Following instructions: One student could read instructions for the other student to complete a
task.

e Storytelling or role play: Students could work in pairs to create a story or a piece of dialogue in a
language that they are learning.
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Managing pairs to include all

Pair work is about involving all. Since students are different, pairs must be managed so that everyone knows
what they have to do, what they are learning and what your expectations are. To establish pair work
routines in your classroom, you should do the following:

Manage the pairs that the students work in. Sometimes students will work in friendship pairs; sometimes
they will not. Make sure they understand that you will decide the pairs to help them maximise their
learning.

® To create more of a challenge, sometimes you could pair students of mixed ability and different
languages together so that they can help each other; at other times you could pair students working
at the same level.

e Keep records so that you know your students’ abilities and can pair them together accordingly.

e At the start, explain the benefits of pair work to the students, using examples from family and
community contexts where people collaborate.

e Keep initial tasks brief and clear.

® Monitor the student pairs to make sure that they are working as you want.

e Give students roles or responsibilities in their pair, such as two characters from a story, or simple
labels such as ‘1’ and ‘2, or ‘As’ and ‘Bs’). Do this before they move to face each other so that they
listen.

® Make sure that students can turn or move easily to sit to face each other.

During pair work, tell students how much time they have for each task and give regular time checks. Praise
pairs who help each other and stay on task. Give pairs time to settle and find their own solutions — it can be
tempting to get involved too quickly before students have had time to think and show what they can do.
Most students enjoy the atmosphere of everyone talking and working. As you move around the class
observing and listening, make notes of who is comfortable together, be alert to anyone who is not included,
and note any common errors, good ideas or summary points.

At the end of the task you have a role in making connections between what the students have developed.
You may select some pairs to show their work, or you may summarise this for them. Students like to feel a
sense of achievement when working together. You don’t need to get every pair to report back — that would
take too much time — but select students who you know from your observations will be able to make a
positive contribution that will help others to learn. This might be an opportunity for students who are
usually timid about contributing to build their confidence.

If you have given students a problem to solve, you could give a model answer and then ask them to discuss
in pairs how to improve their answer. This will help them to think about their own learning and to learn
from their mistakes.

If you are new to pair work, it is important to make notes on any changes you want to make to the task,
timing or combinations of pairs. This is important because this is how you will learn and how you will
improve your teaching. Organising successful pair work is linked to clear instructions and good time
management, as well as succinct summarising — this all takes practice.

Resource 3: Classroom songs

‘Butterfly, Butterfly’

This was contributed from a rural school in Karnataka. The teacher has children chant each line after her, at
first. Then she puts the children into groups and they take turns to say each line.

What gestures would you use for each line? Can you think of other ‘action’ words to use in this poem?
www.TESS-India.edu.in
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Butterfly, butterfly,
Where are you going?

Out in the garden,
Singing, singing,
Dancing, dancing!

Butterfly, butterfly,
What are you doing?

Sucking the nectar,

Flying, flying,
Jumping, jumping!

‘Our Zoo’

Songs, rhymes and word play

This is a song from a village school near Lucknow, but you can put in the name of your own town or village.
The teacher and students sing it to the tune of ‘Old MacDonald Had a Farm’, but you can make up your own

tune.

Lucknow City has a zoo
Ee-ai-ee-ai-oh!

And in this zoo are some tigers

Ee-ai-ee-ai-oh!

A tiger here! (make a tiger noise, roar and show claws!)

A tiger there! (roar!)

Here a tiger, there a tiger, Everywhere a tiger!

Lucknow City has a zoo
Ee-ai-ee-ai-oh!

Repeat with different animals, using sounds and gestures, for example: some monkeys (scratch and jump),
some elephants (wave trunk), some lions, some snakes, etc.

‘The Wheels on the Bus’

The wheels on the bus go
Round and round,

Round and round,

Round and round.

The wheels on the bus go
Round and round,

All through the town.

The wipers on the bus go
Swish, swish, swish,
Swish, swish, swish,
Swish, swish, swish.
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The wipers on the bus go
Swish, swish, swish,

All through the town.
The horn on the bus goes
Beep, beep, beep,

Beep, beep, beep,

Beep, beep, beep.

The horn on the bus goes
Beep, beep, beep,
All through the town.

The lights on the bus go
On and off,

On and off,

On and off.

The lights on the bus go
On and off,

All through the town.

The driver on the bus says,
‘Sit, sit, sit,

Sit, sit, sit,

Sit, sit, sit.’

The driver on the bus says,
‘Sit, sit, sit,’

All through the town.

The people on the bus ...
(Make up your own words.)

The conductor on the bus ...
(Make up your own words.)

The wheels on the bus go
Round and round,

All through the town,

All through the town,

All through the town.

‘Action Song’

Hop a little, jump a little,
One, two, three;

Run a little, skip a little,
Tap one knee;

Bend a little, stretch a little
Nod your head

Yawn a little, sleep a little
In your bed!

www.TESS-India.edu.in
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‘Wiggles’

| wiggle my fingers,

| wiggle my toes,

| wiggle my shoulders,
| wiggle my nose.
Now no more wiggles
Are left in me

And | will be

As still as can be.

‘Dance Your Fingers’
(Have students mimic your actions — dancing fingers in the air and on the body.)

Dance your fingers up,

Dance your fingers down,
Dance your fingers to the side,
Dance them all around.

Dance them on your shoulders,
Dance them on your head,
Dance them on your tummy,
And put them all to bed.

(Rest head on hands together at side of face.)

Additional resources

e Teachers of India classroom resources: http://www.teachersofindia.org/en
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