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TESS-India (Teacher Education through School-based Support) aims to improve the classroom practices of
elementary and secondary teachers in India through the provision of Open Educational Resources (OERS)
to support teachers in developing student-centred, participatory approaches. The TESS-India OERs
provide teachers with a companion to the school textbook. They offer activities for teachers to try out in
their classrooms with their students, together with case studies showing how other teachers have taught
the topic and linked resources to support teachers in developing their lesson plans and subject knowledge.

TESS-India OERs have been collaboratively written by Indian and international authors to address Indian
curriculum and contexts and are available for online and print use (http://www.tess-india.edu.in/). The
OERs are available in several versions, appropriate for each participating Indian state and users are invited
to adapt and localise the OERs further to meet local needs and contexts.

TESS-India is led by The Open University UK and funded by the UK government.
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Some of the activities in this unit are accompanied by the following icon: == . This indicates that you will
find it helpful to view the TESS-India video resources for the specified pedagogic theme.
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The TESS-India video resources illustrate key pedagogic techniques in a range of classroom contexts in
India. We hope they will inspire you to experiment with similar practices. They are intended to complement
and enhance your experience of working through the text-based units, but are not integral to them should
you be unable to access them.

TESS-India video resources may be viewed online or downloaded from the TESS-India website,
http.//www.tess-india.edu.in/). Alternatively, you may have access to these videos on a CD or memory card.
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Knowing and using children’s literature

&2 (Noee! 29 [Tata (What this unit is about)

Slaed S Wi FiRe AfZeE Aym @i @fegioe o | i o1 Sl SO ST TR S5 See =»ia-
I TEAIfFI 0 (ARl 93 ARG THA (2 S Soicelal FRE Tz SR A F9lce S 9179
O, JHE SN Ao S| T FCe (el U #{1eT |
@2 (aMBTBIe W =i (In this unit you will) 3

o s i AifTeR R F S W GI] O 16T B Sl Twiie F111 AT 2 574 |

o g o3 RFBPTRS K@ w1

® (NTFIITS TR HZG-7eT g T-FeTIolS SRS BN RG-2G a1 ARO[ w1976 A6 F |

&2 (ABToIR 219t & Mifea «if< (What you can learn in this unit)

® QI-ZAIT GAERIMICS S (T A AT Sl 2151 S A2 i< |
® T NS i AR @HBPRR (e foale T |
o (HFIHIONG N Wk Tl LTS FH FA |

€3 OO & @W"N (Why this approach is important)

ey ORIT (e KM (2[RI TBRIERENS o5, RO 9T 328 A0 Z5itel ey ORI wereds sSeeie SR
COITET | 9131, Fel W7 779 @IS Sfvwsz Fuwas s9qef Fiete e o o5, el #617 2fs Sre=en
9N S 93 T T-IFHNICEIE AFFel Jare T2 0 | 92 (IFCBIE SARR 2=iFiore o Sigfa 978, FRoE
G (XTI Tl TR RG-R@IN ORI S AR (e Kwr F1e S (@19 |

>) ST fiy WWQ’&T\W 2[5! (1 Auditing and extending

your knowledge of children’s literature)
wsjfe e M e i A< SR SN w9 I |

TaFetel 5 ¢ WroER o W Afee w@w 2<% (Activity 1:

Auditing your knowledge of children’s literature)

QE-RaS @ WA AfeeR @F 2a T 27 A | EIEeE Sl [ifen o, siiet el #ift At gfes o&
G2 Ya-Rd S I3 S B SR 30 G0 Sl |

@2 @i A9 (audit) (61 G5! SIS (test) 923 | 3R 6T o7 25 SCANE R AfR™ @[ ANE @
S TR (12 SAREAD] Bre T 72 4 |

S Tex e R 7 e TR T T9 S | Twiis1 91l Grizeei@i FR QiR| | @i Tmes S
FEF A e fes @ A FRE0s Sty SR (1T DA TEIE (SEENFT 391 SCEIbel
SR AR 2
el Sfes 71t =1gfe F91 AT 2 (Can you recite from memory)

o TR TN 5l TRl ?

® Gl @&l 9T (Rhyme) fRIth1 Riwta 97 s9iiE w16 SR sfica 2
woff e 2 Q1 7J71a2 F°3 2T 2 (Can you retell from memory)

o i BRI Wbl TRl (folk tale)?

® TGN pff T¢I
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Knowing and using children’s literature

oS W 3 2ATIT (Can you name)
o fXiw izl Al (FIF FUT GBI blRaT 2
o Ny TRl Al @ o] bl blRaT 2

oS W W 2ATIT (Can you name)

o 3 fRjmT e ool 2

o 3 fRiug Fel sffel

® T OO A Aifzfors 2
o

O SITo T g FE 2
T A1, S AT T S S 5 A2 797 etz 51e |

T o@= (Pause for thought)

o I T WA AZFAR e AfTeR o Mo Ao w6 @@ @ @i 3Te
wieiff R FR9 o @l S S ?

® AN MuFeTs wal (12 AiFe Fifea] oiF FRol »a-Bid PReeTs Sifens 77 (72

o I (TS GZ@ 915 A FRS! IR FCEE 2 767 03 A1 =57 7607 2

TEE I FeFER R 9 RO Fewe S A@ | NS Bl AFRT (@A A QG-ZAIE Ol Sp<el
]399 AR Tl AR AT A G5 SNl Tre BT ATHET (Lerieis 59 Mg ogfe a1 (2fes snisjfa sjmgsme
R #CF | SNy ZCS! GG 973 A FRo! 799 Il IS | [leTre wigdl [eliore qeviteE Hiske | wisff @foa
(T ATSR Y, IR 196 T #iffos, (ofem zace! SietE FzFTPee R. K. Narayana, Anant Pai i
Ruskin Bond 5 @b 1 Aifzfors s@ “wael S itz | @209 AfEsifer =g-=@ica ol o5 1919 G 298
AN A TS AT | 7w, G e (e o) fFoiel a1 Ze SoNIaS (oIl o 931e Stz IF 2ifS
e SNaR) 27 | FIfE e 26T A TEE 26 (WANIINS G T ZHICs AT F9 A9NS (MTre
ALV FCIICS AT FIT 2[71CF 15 FToiel ComE ST 11 |

9 =t R ¢ eiaR e Aifeee ww AR

(Activity 2: Extending your knowledge of children’s literature)

@S S SACATE @I ATHE €7FS B! 5w F5F | 25T 775 ZHICot (&1 (e 2ge 33 |

o oW e ARl R SNCoANE AR Toa
o yoq Ky SR R AN A Tl

AR T SRR AR FAZFA S 5157 D 9 |

2) (HNTFIOTS AT F(FACeT AlLS) FASIF AR (14t (2 Choosing

literature to use in the classroom)

AITS| ol THROTS oA RFRGT SZHANe T o ©re (AR S o Aifzey & (@Fe @emE
fqe i1 o FE |

ool YA S ¢ FASITTel wes (erded QAR AR qd Sigery v

Aifee; f@vifSrs (Case Study 1: Aparajeeta Dutta looks for Indian
children’s literature to use with her students)
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Knowing and using children’s literature

ToRiferel me aifes @2 AT RerR T (T 2ot sk ®FRiar |

A2 (ETICFIONA g Mo [Fetel Skt [niffeeet | 12 (i etde s Age @iFe o[ 93RS
e @I (2few | (ST (I Rupleris f[FoleiR et bl w1 196 S 2e Ife o Mfzs |

3E oife &g Eitel ARl el e Gifegel | W2 wfoge (gfeeEi— TR WAT WY He SARIT
FFHT 7191 J2R GATFICH 215 AN R 19 A e | 2 7 Folst [om ifes |

A2 UFOCS Grimm’s Fairy Tales I Rfeq ©Rdin oia ReiRemsiiat tafeet | S8 Sl (@ ©led 217 AT HF=CE
CT2e SfCoRas a7 5ol (s o™ A8 23S Mea Riae /() | SRS N2 FaFe! (2w
IS (W9 (ATEIRE AR TR R Ay 7o st |

T2 QE-RQIE Y (ARIE (@TTe Feli@is vres e “ibdte Sis FRfRE | vige @fsa (oSt o4
SIFCER w191 Bl (2 T cofom T2 #1o7 SieTere Ao [Femia i st sffeet | @fem bt sie at sl
TR 27 (Sfox! TR (G AfRey e sifssm 1 [5g 8y 230 |

fo@s (Pause for thought)

® SORIRIS Ol e Afee; Kpaics! smi ze 723 I woEifersl wes Gice Sisfd «ase (2
o fFols fFldta it Rwreee +ffem el ARt Stz @2 Sffe@e Sl @EE

G EEISARIEEE

A G TGS W) T Fe Aifzer EREER SiimE @RRCE 217 |

& - oot @ ¢ Pt AifEeys s f4fqet (Activity 3: Evaluating literature

for children)

fate ifer T et | @fom sl wo1 SwizReitsT 5163 ¢ Annual Haircut Day (5@ S fF@isi<) =1i% The
Girl who Married a snake’ (31501 &) SIHCHICeT
VAT #NCIZ TG WIS A1 FAZFAT ST 253 | +1ff AETe 619 & [T TF 72FIE O 51es —

® VI FIfRTT WM ANLFER 5 2

o 5| B! SCGISIF Ol AR ?

o oisifS 2UfSTh! Si1ocE & 6 Caiaise Caf¥igy 2l IfeT ol

=1 Annual Haircut Day 915! 5163 SIS o™ 9 (A9 Teq 3 2

® Why does the story not begin with the words ‘Long ago ...” or ‘Once upon a time ...", as many
stories do? (32 7159 w¥ @2 %6l /W ‘Long ago...... > Q1 ‘Once upon a time....... > i WS
SIS (2l TE?)

® Do you think the pictures are necessary? Why, or why not? (STi%jfd 2Tz 2it2iem ¥ o1 ©IEE ? [
23 A f7 27 ?)

® What do you think your students would like about the story? (SICINE B@-R@1 S&0eR o &
e #17 Jfe1 Wil el 2)

AR QRN Bl pies |

Annual Hair Cut Day @47 55 &7 &R fFeiet | REIE Tz o1 IRER Gt J7&E ShoRel ez @R
TigZd TR O Boife | O agee TR ok 364 oeege iR @iRhe S | @ - ifsres
(I S T <9 |
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Knowing and using children’s literature

SN ADTH! 71 S 2712 2J72 €T, B (FHIETE O Sibe siterfag wiifg =17 |

Feeling sad, Sringeri Srinivas went back home...

Feeling a little angry, Sringeri Srinivas went to his friend...

Now a little worried, Sringeri Srinivas went to one more friend...

In tears, he walked off....
Annual Hair Cut Day %3 fFo5{@a 99 51555 97 AT FIERIE #ihaca Fiere 72iws 230 [RereiE@
ool 91 022 | GREISS Tg HRIIE AR @R gl il =+ o 23y Swge 341 (202 | 9-RG I BRER
A159 =14 3fetet 7 (“clues’) FZo1tel A2 FR AT |

QG-RAICT AHEREF 95 251 I WIS 5751 F09 (SSTEE GTHEREIT JAE@R Wk QSAFE T [Foiore e
FRACH TR FE W% 3 37 T Weq 47 =6 o120 2eziel Ff |

fen siEore 9t i o 2Re JEw 391 9.1 2fs Muse 92 oam @33@09 @R Res =99 o
FYTS TEAZ @CAICS! LTAS T |

Ol oEER e SoiTt (Child friendly) G G3R@IT I [ARN Q@R (e 271 7T @2
THBI7 (S | GTIERET 95 S i 2519 e Musisas s fFoisiq 2f wiez semrrs @ee @ |

QT M3 S S A A2 WG-RIGIF S S AT—

® S0 Yo FRACE (THIRICTTHCA, T9d biRd A G &G FHLAGH F1)

® SIEIIER SiHeEe I+ FRceT (Perhaps Sringeri Srinivas has to wear a wig after his hair falls
out, because now his heas is cold?)
ISR ENG|
(OETEITS WG I SEA 5! T340 Al o110 |
gl 9 @Bl %% BREC (@G- a crocodile who has an ‘Annual Tooth-brushing Day’, using the
phrase ‘Today | have no time to brush so many teeth!’ repeatedly)

«fe3l 75 & ‘The Girl Who Married a Snake’ 2155 |

® How is this story different to Annual Haircut Day? (4% S&C! Annual Haircut Day ©(F (FHF
(SIGOED)

e Why do you think pictures are not necessary in this story? (SNsjfdl 5310 RRRE GG 923 (et
T eiE@e)

® Could you retell this story to your students from memory? (2K “gl%ﬁ 191 0 ¥G-RIIF ?,L'M?a
7 (IR 2)

® Are there places in the story where you would substitute easier words for difficult words? (SCoAIE
OIS Fioe *[H(AI 531 ZBI0o! 2 *19 IR Lo S0 ?)

® Could the story be extended or improvised, with songs, actions, dialogues or additional
characters? (17, 24T, A9 91 Sfefe bars 155! Afae A1 TERe 1 ANEE 2)

® Do you think your students would enjoy acting out this story? (SIoIWR R@-R@IT @2 &0 Sfes
R STW AR o1 S 2)

‘The Girl Who Married a Snake’ (51 #%9%d <5l #/g=»[ia® Ay, 61 Once upon a time... 4% IFI TS
TZ(Z - A AT 93 ATl S ol T (ZRT FRFS | G351 5! Tl M1 907 | (el Wi o
1 SITS GBCG! T/ T (@RI AZ, e G205 ST AAEE 71 #Jf2AS17 et Shges 7123 |
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Q305! BT STerE ST 915 | G201 ZIC! A S5y wiie Rafe wiged Fa1 A |

O3 915oR 14 Annual Haircut Day 3 W F9e1 <1231 Al SIAICH! (ool S-S 7(F 7T |

@S DI-RAIE G2 THG! S, (OEENE Afenites [Hes #iftd @il Tioa A o W19 FABRE S /7 |
(SETHAIE B! “I==iqiere sE @esi o [Kaca i {6 ores Ao afsza @5t wike |

SIFTCH! WA 712 RE-RIGICH Al ¢

® S ARIR T

® NG (DECERT e RIS Tyl Ffea

® FCHI SOy T

® SRR MG AR TTO Nefq FRI

o THIIN SKFH TR Al T (@R
m 9[%C01 Io+1l S (What was the curse that made the son into a snake?)
Wﬁ@@ﬁ?ﬁﬁ (What happens to the girl and the son? Do they have snake children?)
RIeT1 91 Ssene 9ECh! Sifenz S (R

fo@s (Pause for thought)

9151 75! #Ifb SN 719 5191 T2 o PR RK@oeTl 19 A Sl SRl i i AFelq A Frwers AfetiE
521 sTeleTie iR JfeT o TR 2

(IS ReTEa #1197 sig w23 | HEb! oee Sieace SR KR SIsnal SRR SEeiE) 756 Sz |
YAl A2 Rge B TSI Fi9a 21 =i Sl S TR Fio Aes IR F-E A1 |

e © (F e (TCe IRRR T AifRey Aifg s1dte & & i et o=l frcz |
ST AET-9 A5 Wik (FTCFII AT AEe 7561w F21 HF < |

©) (HATFIS FRS! (o1W7) W< 95 FI2T F€ (3 Using poems and

stories in the classroom)
ST 4 -FAAACBTe ISl GBI SR o 59F |

fa ai=etiot 8 ¢ Fiqoia T S (Activity 4: Appreciating poetry)

G2 FROICE! WS Al AZFNIT A0S TS A0 |
‘When Day Is Done’ by Rabindranath Tagore

If the day is done

if birds sing no more

if the wind has flagged tired

then draw the veil of darkness thick upon me

even as thou hast wrapt the earth with the coverlet of sleep
and tenderly closed the petals of the drooping lotus at dusk.

«font @3 2 .I@e Tes I ¢
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Knowing and using children’s literature

Does this poem make you feel happy or sad? Why is this?
What does it make you think about?
Do you think very young children can appreciate it? Why, or why not?

How would you interpret the phrases ‘a thick veil of darkness’, ‘a coverlet of sleep that wraps the
earth’ and ‘drooping petals’? How would you explain them to your students?

O3 ASIRFERE TAIEE AT AZFA T 906 DA 39 | S A Rg-Qamace @3 FIRe

2 oRIEIT Wi 3t Sy ST ANfREw 2

T

o@= (Pause for thought)

QTN T IR R RO A IfER HAIE, A (0 SENTF G2 WS FF SR 27 |
(SEEI AfSH! *=7a 5ef 7E #AItT T8 (TSN ORR RN WS T ©fe iics 5 | afsaita
e #If6a TR =<1 N ASARFEI (DS If&ite] S8 FRA |

o (IR TS WM (RFFIIE I FRR?
o (TG TS W (TS AT SR AT 2

TR0 TR AT 2 ST TS WI-RGIF (SEERT AT AFe IR Tlered! @I AR AT Hig I |
AR Q=G PIeer Ao eiefis srert l =4S @2 (oiba e il @ a-sefioptiee St WorE!

a1

B PP TS (FIE! 2SR T2RAF More Kmgierre Iz 7 itz T SisifS @61 56 o131 2167 a1 @bt sket wigfe
R A |

SIS ®eF Gl g T SRIT (@I SR A fore F ke TH K | GIE@E AR BE-RGE PGS

I -2VINE SR ] 2 T |

9 e @ ¢ (xere Tl S[1gfe F41 (Activity 5: Reciting a poem to

your class)

.

ol Sl Tl @Bl 5o Sl fNafba 3 #1693 | GBG1 1Y I I 19O A RIFAN S YT

A FEE |
RQG-RIGIS FROIG! SR A GF TS AN (D S 5765 | Fol WEE (A W68 T A,

ferafel STtore At #IT=® 273 AN, T2 GIHAUNE FE ZH - MRCO! T AT | @I TS FROIGI AN 5747 |
fet Ssjf FRIG! 17 A T3 cofont Ba-=qR 53ee1 51| Sioff g == pian $R[ a1 @Fae
wife @iz e elEee 29 A |

AYRGR <1 Al 912 ALRS FROIG! 2712 25 Ao RG-RIGIE FROI! S I o117 |
RG-RG PR S PICe SIf€ S0 SZl 96 | 2SS SRI-SRATN FLCANGH] 9 |

GTFA! IR (SECEIRE T ST (SECEIFT SR SR 457 A5l S0 I 79 |
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fa Mool © 3 (Hre THHCI A+ (Activity 6: Reading aloud to your

class)

G2 TFS7F 2/ G5! THNI e o5 IR FEF | 0! SEW(E SIfFKCe T A AZFNE NS ST SIF A5 |

O AN QG-REIF 2167 T2 71 | (0SSN SIReFIE Sgesia (1fre 1 Az o=
O KNG |

AT RG-REIF [FOioa @5oMen! (Lales | Bde 523 R 29 i I oI (osE@ms (lies 2 T
@GACBIE @de TiRE =R @e3EE, T 9F @ERE (@foral 2Rkt e @ o 2T @R-E
FEFA CTIE | M B IR KA, Q-G e 19940 7 SieT o117 a1 T @1 2 R@Iie! sips S
fFolsie fres KA 29 A1 S (@ SFEiF S0 e |

fFOIP14 GEME TRRNET (T, AR “H@E S BRER TR AT | I TP »G-Ra 1 2GRS A Qo
S g @G |

FIfTICo! Sfefe @ Iz 7R 6%, @SR HRER AR FFEIE 7 St 35 |
S (< T AT, AN RG-RIIF ©o1 & J@ G ¢
e What did you like about this story? (42 5&16F R (omiF & ©ie sifaicz ?)
e Was there anything you didn't like? (9 ©I® ©fe1 (TR K1 SNTRC 2)
e Was there anything that puzzled you? What was this? (S a1 1 ®ite < R comis [qfame
ColeTRI 2 (T20h1 6 2)
O(F AW AR I 2112 ALZS O] 712 ATF MO SANANRE DE-RG 10 SBI0R K@ oI eifad 2117 |

AES2 JINF | T TSI 510! BG-RIG P 7oz 051 S Gl | (PR RG-RG 1 05! %71z 9
AR O (FEIR Q-REIE G206 [EE Al s T iz 17w FR7 | (@HER 99--aIE S =i
@ISl (FARR OF (FREIR UE-7a! SIfevgs i RoNes 19t (rdl (ol Siejfel o1 4|

AN PE-2I@ 1S TR AT (SETEITS M 22t i 26 ok o |

I 8 T (MANFIINS 915 ST AL S o Tege R0z |

fo. /. & 3 ai5 32, 9T, SIfemy Wi 15F (Video: Storytelling, songs, role
Ww&e play and drama)

o (Pause for thought)
S o @/TT TId T IR TG W M5 FUF G A-FAA T AR Sfoees! &
<[ifRe ?
o T BN dfe Ria-RdPes eifsfa Al & i 2

s I (FloRle Pa-RqR S9Te TR S T4 2 A 05 @Bl (OSERTI WNeTS 5] /g, ioffH
TICO! AT A B2 29 A1 | 75 Wiy o AN »E-ZGI @ T-FA19@IRa (I0s Srers
73, @fen wnsff Fafreem @3r@R Sisime Frede ARRE R oI SR RE-Rai @3ERT
2/f ST N2 S TorSIs FR - TBTE SRHATS (SECEANS e Tl wgfe At o131 #ifoa |
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8) AR (4 Summary)

G2 (ANGCEIe W ST e AfTeR e A9 FRE O O wdfq My apR [QEEEE Ko SR |
S SATARE #17S SRl SYfE W= 915 FUa1 S FCRIERE Twefe @ be sk | @fon wisf fafreew
G TG T-FANNRIT AR Rrers S@ge F3, SANT FE-R&aiE ol €&t SR S G2@R Soreist
I OF GBEIE (SSETS [0 o5 WF el 2fpdca TNz | @3nE (osEns AlfTey [Remre wifkzel
G |

IR (Resources)

ANS S 8 Annual Haircut Day

It was the Annval Haircut Day for Sringeri Srinivas. Sringeri Srinivas left home as usual to go to the local barber. But the barber said,
“Today, | have no time to cut such long hair!”

Feeling sad, Sringeri Srinivas went back home But his wife said, Feeling a little angry, Sringeri Srinivas went to his friend,
to ask his wife for help.

“Today, | have no time to cut such long hair!” the tailor.

l\‘\‘""

\\m“

DDDD&M 7

But the tailor said,
“Today, | have no time to cut such long hairl”

But the curpenter said,
“Today, | have no time to cut such long hair!”

Now a little worried, Sringeri Srinivas went to one more friend,

8 www.TESS-India.edu.in



Knowing and using children’s literature

Poor Sringeri Srinivas. by He sat near a cave and cried loudly.
would cut his hair on this Annual Haircut Day. 2

“The day is nearly over.
How can | keep my promise 1o cut my hair? Oh God, help mel”

Now, Sringeri Srinivas will not need a haircut
for a very long time.

N\

"" \

Resource 2: ‘The Girl Who Married a Snake’

Once upon a time, there lived a Brahmin with his wife in a village. Both of them were sad, as they had no
children. Every day, they prayed in the hope, that one day they would be blessed with a child. Ultimately,
they were blessed them with a child. The Brahmin’s wife gave birth to a baby, but the child became a
snake. Everyone was horrified and advised them to get rid of the snake as soon as possible.

The Brahmin’s wife remained firm and refused to listen to anyone. She loved the snake as her son and
didn’t care that her infant was a snake. She brought up the snake with love and care. She fed him with the

www.TESS-India.edu.in 9



Knowing and using children’s literature

best food she could arrange for. She made a comfortable bed in a box for him to sleep in. The snake grew
up and his mother loved him all the more. On one occasion, there was a wedding in the neighbourhood.
The Brahmin’s wife began to think of getting her son married. But what girl would marry a snake?

One day, when the Brahmin returned home, he found his wife in tears. He asked her, ‘What happened?
Why are you crying?’ She didn’t answer and kept on crying. The Brahmin asked again, ‘Tell me what hurts
you so much? Finally, she said, ‘| know you don’t love my son. You are not taking any interest in our son.
He is grown up. You don’t even think to get him a bride.” The Brahmin was shocked to hear such words. He
replied, ‘Bride, for our son? Do you think any girl would marry a snake?’

The Brahmin’s wife didn’'t respond, but she kept on crying. On seeing her crying like that, the Brahmin
decided to go out in search of a bride for his son. He travelled to many places, but found no girl who was
ready to marry a snake. At last, he arrived in a big city where one of his friends lived. As the Brahmin had
not met him for a long time, they agreed to meet.

Both of the friends were happy to see each other and spent a good time altogether. During the
conversation, the friend happened to ask the Brahmin that why he was traveling around the country. The
Brahmin said, ‘1 am looking for a bride for my son.” The friend told him not to go any further and promised
his daughter’s hand in marriage. The Brahmin was worried and said, ‘I think it would be better if you see my
son before deciding this.’

His friend refused, saying that he knew him and his family, so it was not necessary to see the boy. He sent
his daughter with the Brahmin in order to get married to his son. The Brahmin’s wife was happy to know
this and quickly started making preparations for the marriage. When the villagers heard about this, they
went to the girl and warned her not to marry the snake. The girl refused to listen to them and insisted that
she had to keep her father’s word.

Accordingly, the marriage between the snake and the girl took place. The girl started living with her
husband, the snake. She was a devoted wife and looked after the snake like a good wife. The snake slept
in his box at night. One night, when the girl was going to sleep, she saw a handsome young man in the
room. She was frightened and was about to run for help. The young man stopped her and said, ‘Don’t fear.
Didn’t you recognise me? | am your husband.’

The girl didn’t believe him. The young man proved himself by entering into the snake’s skin and then came
out of it once again as the young man. The girl was so happy to find her husband in a human form and fell
at his feet. From that night onwards, every night the young man would come out of the snake’s skin. He
used to stay with his wife till daybreak and then would slip back into the snake’s skin.

One night, the Brahmin heard voices from his daughter-in-law’s room. He kept a watch and saw the snake
turning into a young man. He rushed into the room, seized the snake’s skin and threw it into the fire. The
young man said, ‘Dear Father, thank you very much. Due to a curse, | had to remain a snake until
somebody, without asking me, destroyed the snake’s body. Today, you have done it. Now, | am now free
from the curse.” Thus, the young man never became a snake again and lived happily with his wife.

A © 2 (ANFIIT qd e Ffgey 09 (Resource 3: Choosing

children’s literature for the classroom)
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TN 8 ¢ A FAF, NS, Aoy A< W6S (Resource 4: Storytelling,
songs, role play and drama)
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% F49 (Storytelling)
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Additional resources

e There are a number of fiction and non-fiction books for children in the NCERT catalogue, in both
Hindi and English, which may be used in activities similar to those described in this unit:
http://www.ncert.nic.in/publication/children _books/children books.html

e Alist of children’s literature recommended by the Department of Elementary Education in both Hindi
and English can be found here on their website:
http://www.ncert.nic.in/departments/nie/dee/publication/Print_Material.html

e Other organisations producing literature for children include Room to Read India
(http://www.roomtoread.org/Page.aspx?pid=304) and Pratham Books
(http://www.prathamusa.org/programs/library, http://blog.prathambooks.org/2010/10/childrens-
literature-from-india-and.html)

e Traditional Indian stories: http://www.indiaparenting.com/stories/index.shtml|#77

e Indian fables: hitp://excellup.com/kidsimage/panchtantra/panchatantra list.aspx
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