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What this unit is about
This unit is about how to plan a variety of language and literacy activities linked to a story,
a text or to a textbook lesson. The unit also focuses on managing group work for these
activities.
There is so much you can do with a story, a poem or even a newspaper article. Any text
that you choose for English lessons can be the starting point for helping students to
develop English language skills through activities linked to this text.
Students like new experiences, but they also like routines where they can have repeated
opportunities to practise new skills and ideas. These factors mean that you should be
ready to plan a range of activities around any text that you choose for your English class.
You can also adapt your activities to cater to a diverse group of students and classes.
The activities in this unit will take you, step by step, through planning, preparing,
managing and evaluating multiple activity lessons based on a text of your choice.

What you can learn in this unit

l To extend English textbook lessons.

l To plan linked activities for English lessons.

l To develop classroom management skills for English.

1 One story, many activities
When you plan a variety of activities around a story or a poem, you can address the
different language learning needs of students. In Case Study 1, a teacher plans multiple
activities linked to a familiar story.

Case Study 1: Mythili plans multiple activities for mixed ages
Mythili teaches a large mixed age group of students in Classes I, II and III.

In my class there are students of different ages and abilities. Instead of giving different
language books to different groups, I plan learning activities based on one story that each
group can achieve at their level.

For example, all my students love the story of ‘The Puri Boy’ [see Resource 1]. For this
story, I planned four activities for different age groups. I put students into groups and
display a wall chart of these groups. Then I set up the classroom so that on each day of the
week a group has an area to work on a ‘Puri Boy’ activity. The younger students work with
me, and the older students work independently – this is a good skill for them to learn.

Over a two-week period, I rotate the groups through all the activities. I make another wall
chart that says what each group will do every day. The group name chart and the activity
chart encourage students to read in English.
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Sometimes I mix the groups, so that the older ones help the younger ones. Also, I expect
the older students to do more writing than the younger ones.

Here are my activities for the ‘Puri Boy’ story. Can you guess which groups worked with
me, and which groups worked independently?

1 Extend the story orally with pictures, introducing other animals such as a dog,
goat, ox, bullock, elephant or monkey, and the sounds they make. Students will
tell me the names of these animals in their mother tongues.

2 Read from the board and practise other action words:

l Run, run, as fast as you can

l Jump, jump, as high as you can

l Skip, skip, as far as you can

l Walk, walk, as far as you can
To ensure that students with physical disabilities do not feel excluded, these
can be used:

l Eat, eat as much as you can

l Clap, clap as loud as you can

l Sleep, sleep as long as you can

3 Word search: students identify word(s) hidden in these words: ‘catch’, ‘woman’,
‘late’, ‘fast’ and ‘dough’. Less able students and younger students match pictures
and words.

4 Practise and write English dialogue in pairs: one student is the talking puri and
the other student talks to the puri. Start by using the words and phrases of the
story, and try out other English phrases such as ‘Oh no! Don’t eat me! I will run
away!’

I always plan some extension activities for able students to do, such as:

l Story extension and different endings: say or write what would happen if the fox
didn’t eat the Puri Boy.

l Create new characters such as a talking car, a talking doll, or a talking chapati,
and tell or write new stories with these new characters.

Finally, I plan activities for the whole class to do. This brings the learning together for
everyone:

l Mask making: draw on a sheet of paper any character from the story. Cut out the
eyes. Punch a hole on either side of the mask. Thread the holes and knot up the
ends. Learn additional vocabulary reinforced through craft instructions, e.g.
‘draw’, ‘cut’, ‘string’, ‘eyes’, etc. Label craft resources in English.

l Playscript writing: dialogue between characters, acting out the story using the
new characters, the new action words and the masks.

Students do not get bored returning to the same story. Planning different activities around
one story gives them – and me – repeated opportunities to practise English using a familiar
and playful theme. With multiple activities around a text, students have time to develop
confidence in using English and I have assessment opportunities when I work with groups.
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