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What this unit is about
The aim of this unit is to develop your skills in using English for storytelling.
Storytelling can be a powerful teaching method because you, the teacher, are in direct
communication with your students. Stories and storytelling require only one resource
– you.
Storytelling allows you to ask open questions, such as ‘What do you think will happen
next?’ and ‘Why do you think he does this?’, that encourage students to think, recall,
reflect, imagine and respond. All of these develop their language skills. Experienced
teachers know that students will remember language very well, and try to use it, when
they hear it in a story.
It is good practice to tell and read stories regularly in the classroom because these are
learning opportunities as well as fun occasions. In India we are fortunate to have many
stories from folklore and tradition that teachers can use to promote language learning.
When you tell stories in your classroom it will be natural and expected to mix local
languages and English, especially in the early years of school.

What you can learn in this unit

l To use bilingual storytelling methods.

l To select stories in English to use with your students.

l To practise storytelling in English.

1 Learning new words
Start by reading a story in two languages, in an activity for you.

Activity 1: Learning new words
Read the short story below.
There was a man and he seemed very upset. This andras, this man, he went to the
kipo behind his house (‘kipo’ is a garden) looking for something. The andras got down
on his hands and knees and started scratching underneath the traiandafila, the roses.
Now the wife of the andra, his yineka, was upstairs in the house. The yineka looked
out through the bedroom parathiro and saw her andra searching for something under
the traiandafila.
She asked him what he was doing. ‘I’m looking for my house keys,’ her andras
shouted.
‘Did you lose your house klidia down there in the kipo, under the traiandafila?’
‘No,’ said her andras. ‘I didn’t lose my klidia here under the traiandafila, but the light
is so much better here!’
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