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What this unit is about
This unit aims to help to develop your expertise in using the technique of brainstorming
with your students.
Brainstorming involves giving the students a topic or theme such as sound and asking
them to give you all the ideas that come into their minds. This way, you build up a picture
of their understanding about a topic. It is a way to encourage students to participate more
in lessons without being worried about being wrong, because you accept all their
answers.
The unit shows you how to use brainstorming and helps you plan how to use the
information you gather to plan more effective lessons. These lessons build on what your
students already know rather than just focusing on what is in the textbook, especially if
they already know what is in the chapter. You will have a chance to assess the impact of
such techniques on your students’ learning and their active participation.

What you can learn in this unit

l How to use the technique of brainstorming in your lessons.

l How to use brainstorming to find out what your students know.

l How to use a brainstorm to plan more effective lessons to meet your students’ needs
and extend their understanding.

Why this approach is important
Brainstorming is important because it is a useful and quick strategy that you can employ
to find out what your students know before you start teaching a new topic. It can be used
at the beginning, middle or end of a lesson or topic so that you can see what connections
students may be making within it. It helps you see what things the students regard as
important, and may highlight some misunderstandings that they hold.
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