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What this unit is about
In this unit you will explore simple yet effective ways of creating an imaginative, language-
rich classroom in order to enhance your students’ engagement with different forms of
natural speech and writing in the school environment.
You will be introduced to ways of exposing your students to spoken and written resources
from outside school, to ideas for using texts on your classroom walls, and to practical,
economical suggestions for making a reading corner for your students to enjoy.

What you can learn in this unit

l How to make appealing writing-based classroom wall displays.

l How to establish a reading corner for your students.

l How to use radio as a source of spoken language in the classroom.

Why this approach is important
In traditional classrooms, the teacher is the main source of spoken language and
textbooks are the main source of written language. Lack of time and limited resources
may discourage supplementing these with alternatives.
Students’ language and literacy development nevertheless benefits enormously from
exposure to, and engagement with, varied sources of natural speech and writing. By
enriching your students’ input with varied meaningful examples of spoken and written
communication you will stimulate their imagination while increasing their understanding
and production of words and phrases relating to a range of subjects. If you incorporate
examples of your students’ home language into the classroom, you will demonstrate that
their additional linguistic resources are valued and provide opportunities for their
classmates to appreciate the different cultures and traditions they are associated with.
Creating a language-rich classroom will thus have a positive impact on all your students’
learning.
This unit suggests a number of ways in which you can start to make your classroom more
language-rich.

1 Examples of writing in the local envir-
onment
Children are exposed to a range of written language well before they start school – for
example, on vehicles, shop signs, road directions, food packet labels, advertisements,
posters, brand names, political slogans and graffiti, and in leaflets, books, newspapers

What this unit is about

5 of 7 Wednesday 27 May 2015



and magazines. The following activity involves collecting examples of familiar forms of
writing in the local environment as the basis for a simple reading and discussion activity in
the classroom. It is particularly suited to younger students.

Figure 1 Street showing the ubiquity of environmental print.

Activity 1: Using environmental writing in your classroom
Produce a list of writing in your local environment that your students may be familiar
with or find interesting. Look out for examples at home, on your journey to work and
within the school grounds. Write the words or phrases that you have collected in large
letters on strips of paper and fold them up.
Begin by explaining to your students what you have collected. Pair them up and
distribute the strips. You may do this randomly, by getting pairs to pick one from a
container, or selectively, by allocating strips according to your students’ ability.
Ask the pairs to unfold their strip, hold it up so their classmates can read it and read out
what is written on it. In each case, invite a short discussion about where the writing
might be found. Some words and expressions may need an explanation or further
input from you.
Give each of your students a blank strip of paper and ask them to look for new words
or phrases on their way home from school, in their home or in their neighbourhood
over the next week. Use these for a similar pair activity or display them on the wall for
other students to read and talk about.
Ask your students to bring into class any printed material they find in their home or
village that is no longer being used and make a wall display from it.
If you have access to a camera and printer, you could take close-up photos of
examples of environmental writing and print out copies to distribute or display.
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