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What this unit is about
This unit focuses on how meaningful speaking and listening opportunities contribute to
effective classroom teaching and learning.
You will plan and evaluate several activities to develop your students’ speaking and
listening skills. You will also consider the ways in which listening in on your students can
inform your assessment of their learning and the planning of your future lessons.

What you can learn in this unit

l The value of productive student talk in the classroom.

l How to use pictures as the basis of speaking and listening activities.

l How to use student talk as a means of evaluating their understanding and progress,
so that you can modify your teaching plans accordingly.

Why this approach is important
Talking and listening are central to teaching and learning in all curriculum areas. Talk is
also the foundation of literacy. Young children listen and speak well before they read or
write. They learn that they can use speech to express their needs and wishes, find out
about things, and engage in imaginative, exploratory play. Children need opportunities to
listen to and speak about different topics in a range of contexts in order to develop their
language skills, which will also enhance their school achievement.

1 Talking and learning
In traditional classrooms, talk is often dominated by the teacher. However, the students’
attitudes to learning – together with their learning gains – improve noticeably when,
through their own talk, they are actively involved in the learning process.
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