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What this unit is about
In this unit you will learn how to teach, support, plan for and assess early reading in your
classroom. Reading is perhaps one of the most important and empowering skills your
students will acquire. Your role in supporting and encouraging your students’ early
reading is key to their future educational and life success.
Learning to read is not an innate developmental process. Rather, it involves regular
practice over a period of time. Such practice may occur informally (at home or in the
community) and formally (in school). There are many pathways to reading, some of which
you will have taken yourself.
The fact that you are a teacher indicates that you are a skilled and confident reader who
can read different types of texts for both information and enjoyment. In addition to reading
texts in print, you may also read on a computer or a mobile phone screen. How did you
learn this complex skill? In this unit you will reflect on the journey you have taken in
becoming a reader, and on the journey that you are supporting your students through.

What you can learn in this unit

l How to plan early reading lessons that are engaging and enjoyable.

l How to identify behaviours that young students may exhibit during the early stages of
learning to read.

l Ways of assessing and supporting early reading development.

Why this approach is important
Teaching early reading is much more than enabling children to recognise letters and
words. It is about helping your students to make meaning from whole texts. This in turn
improves their knowledge of language and their understanding of the world. Children who
enjoy reading and become skilled and fluent readers tend to do well in all areas of school.
In order to ensure that all your students engage in and make progress with their reading, it
is important that you:

l motivate and encourage them

l observe and assess them

l use the information that you gain from monitoring them to help you to plan the
teaching and support that they need to develop this essential skill.
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‘Where?’, ‘Why?’
What do you remember about your early reading experiences? How do they compare to
those described in the case study below?

Case Study 1: Memories of learning to read
In the following extracts, seven Indian teachers recall their early experiences of learning to
read. As you read their recollections, make notes on who helped them to read, what they
read, where they read and why they read.

(a) My mother told many traditional stories to amuse me and my sisters. Sometimes
she wrote them out and illustrated them. She encouraged us to make our own
picture books from recycled paper and cut-outs from magazines. I had a small
collection of books that we made together.

(b) My grandfather was very strict. Every day he made me memorise five words from
the dictionary. It was the only book in our home. Once, when he wouldn’t give me
some money, I said to him ‘You are a miser!’ He was annoyed, but he also
laughed. I had a large vocabulary, but I didn’t read any storybooks.

(c) When I was a child, my father used to read us a passage from the Vedas each
evening. Then he would ask us to explain it. The passages were complex and
difficult to understand. One day my elder sister secretly took the Vedas and read
the next passage out to me. She explained its meaning very clearly so that I
understood it. That evening my father was very pleased with me!

(d) My grandmother drew words on the ground with a stick and told me what they
meant. These were the first words I read. Then my sister taught me to read from
her school textbook. She did this because I was tall and appeared older than I
was, and she worried that I would be teased if I went to school and could not read.

(e) In my home and village there were no reading materials. The first time I saw
written words was when I went to school. My teacher was my inspiration. She told
us lots of exciting stories while we sat on the floor and listened. I remember those
stories to this day. She then wrote out the stories in big letters on chart paper so
that everyone could see the words. Because I had already memorised the stories,
I felt I could read them easily.

(f) My school teacher taught us to memorise poems. Over time these got longer and
longer. It was fun to memorise a long poem! I would impress my parents by
reciting poems to them. Sometimes they asked me recite a poem to visiting
guests at home. I still can recite the Independence Day poem by Rabindranath
Tagore. I love the way it starts: ‘When the mind is without fear/And the head is
held high/Where knowledge is free…’. I didn’t read poems in books until I was
much older.

(g) I did not enjoy reading until I was an adult. My school teacher only used the
textbook in our classes. We read the lessons and did the exercises. The content
was dull and far removed from my interests. The stories that I heard at home
were much more exciting I liked staying up at night, listening to my uncles as they
told stories from the Ramayana. When I was older, I liked going to the cinema. All
films are stories, really.
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