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What this unit is about
In this unit you will focus on incorporating purposeful, enjoyable, authentic writing
activities into your classroom, thereby motivating your students to develop the important
skill of writing. You will consider the differences between composition and transcription,
draw up a detailed writing-focused lesson plan, and try out shared and collaborative
writing with your students.

What you can learn in this unit

l How to identify authentic audiences and purposes for your students’ writing.

l How to balance composition and transcription in your students’ writing lessons.

l How to plan shared writing activities that encourage interactive and sociable
learning.

Why this approach is important
Writing always has an audience, even if that person is oneself. Similarly, every piece of
writing has a purpose, even if it is simply a reminder to buy rice in the market. In schools,
writing tasks sometimes lack this authentic audience and purpose, particularly if they take
the form of mechanical exercises. If writing tasks aren’t authentic, students may not fully
appreciate why being able to write matters so much in the real world, and how enjoyable
and creative the mastery of this skill can be.
There are two elements of writing development: composition and transcription.

l Composition may be considered ‘the author’s role’, as it involves knowing who will
read the writing (its audience) and what it is intended to achieve (its purpose),
generating and organising ideas, and making choices about what style of language
to use.

l Transcription may be considered ‘the secretary’s role’, as it involves making sure that
the writing is legible, the spelling is correct, the punctuation is accurate and the layout
of the text is appropriate.

Teachers usually tend to focus primarily on the transcription element of their students’
work and spend time explaining and correcting this. However, of the two, the more
important skill for students to master is composition.
When your students are composing writing that interests and inspires them – that is to
say, when they are developing their authoring skills – they will also be practising the
secretarial skills of handwriting, spelling, punctuation and paragraphing. The opposite
nevertheless does not follow. It is therefore important to introduce more authentic
composition tasks so that students can become independent writers of meaningful texts.
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1 Writing in the real world

Activity 1: Writing in the real world
What kinds of writing can you find around your school and your community? Together
with a colleague, take a few moments to make a list. Examples might include:

l traffic signs

l advertisements

l timetables

l health posters

l political slogans

l calendars

l religious texts

l magazines

l newspapers

l books

l cinema posters

l school notices

l subject charts

l attendance charts.
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Figure 1 A school menu.

Now answer these two sets of questions:

l Set 1:

l What writing do you think your students see in their homes or community?

l Who is the intended audience of this writing?

l What is the purpose of this writing?

l Set 2:

l What writing do your students do in school?

l Who is the intended audience of this writing?

l What is the purpose of this writing?

Are there any similarities between the writing your students see outside school and the
writing they do in school? Why, or why not?
In Case Study 1 you will read about a teacher who brought real-world writing into her
classroom.
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Case Study 1: Writing postcards
Mrs Shamila is a Class II teacher in a school in Kanpur. Here she describes a simple
writing activity that she undertook with her young students.

Before the summer, I received a postcard from a friend who had travelled to Delhi. I
brought it into the classroom to show my students. They were excited by the picture of the
Red Fort on the front and the message from my friend on the back.

I decided to plan a lesson to develop my students’ interest in the postcard. I cut out
rectangles of thick white card and handed out one to each of them. I then asked them to
draw a picture on one side of whatever they wished – be it something familiar or imaginary.

When they had finished, I asked them to turn over the picture and divide the other side in
two. On the right, they wrote their home address. Some of my students weren’t sure of this,
so I explained to them how to say and write it.

On the left of the address, they wrote a short message to their parents. I modelled some
sentences on the blackboard such as ‘Dear Maaji and Pitaaji’, ‘I hope you are well’, ‘I send
you greetings’ and so on. In this way, I supported the less able students. The more able
students wrote a message of their choice. They then signed their name at the end of their
message.

My headteacher had kindly agreed to give me funds to purchase stamps for the postcards.
Having pasted a stamp in the top right-hand corner of the postcard, my students and I
walked to the nearest postbox and they put the cards inside.

My students were thrilled when the postcards were delivered to their homes the following
week. Their parents were also happy to receive them.
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