
Dr. Christopher Coker. cont. 
One was a war on the ground to win the hearts and minds 
of the South Vietnamese people, aimed at defeating the 
Vietcong who were trying to win their hearts and 
minds with promises of land redistribution, whereas the 
Americans were urging the Saigon government to win 
their hearts and minds by offering land reform. And then 
there was a military campaign going on the ground 
against North Vietnam, and specifically in this period of 
the war attempting to stop the North Vietnamese army 
from running supply routes and using supply bases and to 
aid the Vietcong, and it was increasingly seen to be the 
only way you could do that was through bombing of 
North Vietnam, that was to happen a little later in the 
60's, so you have two wars going on, and the politicians 
and generals can't really agree which they should give 
priority to. And when they are in agreement they can't 
agree on the strategy that should be pursued. 

The military are rather inclined to put all the peasants in 
strategic hamlets or controlled situations which of course 
alienate them. The politicians are more inclined to follow 
sociologists who are giving them advice about how to aid the 
peasants in increasing their income, giving them a material 
interest in the survival of the South Vietnamese regime, and 
fighting two wars at the same time is like fighting a war on 
two fronts at the same time except this the two fronts are 
actually in Washington, 

Dr. Robert Garson. 
One of the things we have to remember about this period 
is this sense of faith that is put in expertise, so when 
military experts and economists and demographers and 
sociologists were saying get the right formula and you 
can actually resolve the problem in Vietnam, the 
administration listened to them, because they believed 
that in the end they would provide the right solutions, and 
it's only with the sort of disintegration of military strategy 
in the late 60's that I think that these experts no longer 
enjoy the year of the administration and then the war 
becomes much more politicised. 

Tony McGrew. 
And of course one of the great turning points in that kind of 
disintegration was the Tet offensive during the Vietnamese 
New Year in January 1968, and during the offensive North 
Vietnamese soldiers almost overran the US Embassy in 
Saigon, the capital of South Vietnam. 
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Our view here is right outside the US Embassy in Saigon. 
Vietcong snipers are holed up in the Embassy, and here 
out on the street about 50 United States Military 
Policemen are lying on the concrete trying to shield 
themselves, behind trees. The MPs are trying to ????? 
the snipers which are on tops of buildings using AK47 
Soviet assault type weapons, one of the best rifles made in 
the world. 

Wildtrack. 

Now the MPs are storming the US Embassy. We're right 
on our stomachs in the gutter outside the US Embassy in 
Saigon. Several MPs and US marines were killed. 
Marines have died in battle in many places in this war, 
and now some have given their life on a new battle-
ground, the US Embassy in Saigon. 

Tony McGrew. 
Christopher how did the Tet offensive really affect the 
conduct of the war. 

Dr. Christopher Coker. 
Well the Tet offensive is the key event in many ironical 
ways. First of all the Tet offensive is a defeat for the 
Vietcong, and the United States wins and wins quite 
handsomely, which is why General Westmoreland asked 
for those 200 thousand extra soldiers the following year 
to push home the advantage. That request however is 
seen by the American public as a declaration 
but the United States Con do it with 625 thousand 
soldiers, if you can't do it with that number then 
effectively you're admitting you've lost the war, or 
you've certainly lost the strategic initiative, which wasn't 
in fact the case. The generals were unable to put across 
their case that they'd won. And the second point about 
the Tet offensive is that it wasn't entirely America's doing 
that the Vietcong never recovered from the offensive it 
was North Vietnam's doing as well. 

Radio Newsreel 
Archive News report. 
Tet Offensive - Vietcong 
attack on US embassy in 
Saigon 
Source: BBC Public 
Domain 
Dur: 1'13" 
CD No 31582 
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Dr. Christopher Coker cont. 
Clearly we now know that the North Vietnamese withheld 
support from the Vietcong at a very critical point in the 
campaign to weaken them and destroy them politically, 
and at that point the next phase of the war begins where 
you see a larger and larger number of North Vietnamese 
ground forces in South Vietnam, and by 1972 for example 
the Americans are engaged 50% of their engagements are 
against the North Vietnamese army, not the Vietcong 

So that forces the United States to take the war into North 
Vietnam seriously for the first time, massive bombing 
campaigns in the early 1970's including the massive 
bombing of Hanoi. But that only alienates international 
opinion, the United States is not at war with North 
Vietnam there has been no declaration of war, and that in 
effect makes the American bombing an illegal act in 
international law. 

And thirdly you get something else I think which is called 
a Vietnamisation of the war, the Nixon administration 
comes to power, decides that they don't want to do 
anything like this again, that it's up to the South 
Vietnamese to spend more and more time on the ground 
fighting, they will provide the air cover and they will 
provide the arms and they will provide the aid that is 
necessary in the arms transfers, but they don't want this to 
be a war which largely sees American servicemen 
involved. Ironically of course twice the number of 
American servicemen die in this phase of the war, 
that's when you're trying to get out, than died in the 
attempt to win unconditionally. So those are the three 
things that stem from the Tet offensive, it's a very 
confused scene and it's only something that historians 
have been able to sort out in the last 10-15 years, courtesy 
in part of an excellent publication the 

North Vietnamese Official History of the War, which 
unlike most official histories of most wars this century, is 
remarkably revealing about what the North Vietnamese 
government was really doing in its very troubled relations 
with the Vietcong. 

Tony McGrew. 
Bob, Tet a major turning point then? 
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