
Dr. Christopher Coker cont. 
Clearly we now know that the North Vietnamese withheld 
support from the Vietcong at a very critical point in the 
campaign to weaken them and destroy them politically, 
and at that point the next phase of the war begins where 
you see a larger and larger number of North Vietnamese 
ground forces in South Vietnam, and by 1972 for example 
the Americans are engaged 50% of their engagements are 
against the North Vietnamese army, not the Vietcong 

So that forces the United States to take the war into North 
Vietnam seriously for the first time, massive bombing 
campaigns in the early 1970's including the massive 
bombing of Hanoi. But that only alienates international 
opinion, the United States is not at war with North 
Vietnam there has been no declaration of war, and that in 
effect makes the American bombing an illegal act in 
international law. 

And thirdly you get something else I think which is called 
a Vietnamisation of the war, the Nixon administration 
comes to power, decides that they don't want to do 
anything like this again, that it's up to the South 
Vietnamese to spend more and more time on the ground 
fighting, they will provide the air cover and they will 
provide the arms and they will provide the aid that is 
necessary in the arms transfers, but they don't want this to 
be a war which largely sees American servicemen 
involved. Ironically of course twice the number of 
American servicemen die in this phase of the war, 
that's when you're trying to get out, than died in the 
attempt to win unconditionally. So those are the three 
things that stem from the Tet offensive, it's a very 
confused scene and it's only something that historians 
have been able to sort out in the last 10-15 years, courtesy 
in part of an excellent publication the 

North Vietnamese Official History of the War, which 
unlike most official histories of most wars this century, is 
remarkably revealing about what the North Vietnamese 
government was really doing in its very troubled relations 
with the Vietcong. 

Tony McGrew. 
Bob, Tet a major turning point then? 
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Dr. Robert Garson. 
Yes I think it is a major turning point. The Tet offensive 
was a terrible disaster for the Vietcong and indeed for the 
North Vietnamese, but that's not the way it was sold to 
the American public. When Americans watched the Tet 
offensive on television, when they saw those grenades 
were literally being lopped over the wall of the Embassy 
compound, they said how come this has 
come about with so much investment in men and in 
armour and in money over the years. And thus the impact 
of the Tet offensive was very different from the reality of 
the Tet offensive. Now the impact in some ways was 
right, and what the Americans were right about was this : 
that American military strategy up until 1968 had 
involved trying to clear the countryside of the Vietcong, 
Vietcong we'll later clarify are South Vietnamese 
guerrillas sympathetic to the Communist cause. And in 
trying to clear the countryside what had happened is 
there'd been a large de-population of South Vietnam in 
the sense that the population could move to the cities, and 
thus an offensive against concentrations of population 
was far easier. So although the Tet offensive was indeed 
a military failure as far as the Communists were 
concerned, it illustrated that the Americans had set up a 
bait, and the bait was the concentration of the population 
in the cities. If you can then take the cities, you can win 
the war, and that is precisely what happened when the 
North Vietnamese tanks finally rolled into South Vietnam 
in the 70's. 

Tony McGrew. 
And of course American casualties at the time during Tet 
were actually very high, and as nightly TV reports 
observed, it looked as though at least to the American 
public as Bob has said, the US was actually losing the 
war. 

Radio Newsreel Archive 
Tet offensive _ Vietcong 
attack on Siagon Radio 
Station 
Dur 1'33" 
CD No 31582 

When they first came in they dressed up as Vietnamese 
policemen took their uniforms, knocked on Air Force 
doors, the BQs, tell the people to come out the VC were 
overriding the town, and as they came out the door they 
shot them, 37 of them. 

Int. 
They shot 37 Vietnamese. 
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Man. 
No Americans, Air Force. 

Int. 
Where did they get the policeman's uniform killed the 

policemen and took them off them. 

Man. 
I guess that's where they took them. Nobody seems to 
know how they took them, or how they got the GI 
uniforms as other ones they found dressed up as GI's over 
at the Vietnamese Post Office. 

Int. 
Well how did you tell who was who I mean how did they 
... 

Man. 
How do ever tell who's who over here. 

Tony McGrew. 
This was also a war which was fought in the full glare 
really of the media. Do you think that had an impact on 
the American domestic reception, in particular to the Tet 
offensive. 

Dr. Christopher Coker. 
Yes well as General Westmoreland said this was dys-
synchronic war and the third front after 67 
was with television, essentially the American TV 
companies no longer believed what the generals were 
saying in their daily briefings, they'd come to 
the conclusion that the war was wrong or the war was 
unwinnable, or the politicians were not in control or the 
politicians were too much in control 
but whatever the explanation they were unwilling to take 
the military for granted. We should remember that when 
the TV cameras first went into Vietnam they were very 
pro of the war they were very pro American forces. 
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Dr Christopher Coker cont. 
There was the fascinating example in 1966 of a couple of 
US Air Force planes being flown over villages that they'd 
bombed the day before, dropping toys for the children, 
and this was done to impress people back at home with 
how humane the American military were. They were 
running the management of the war in '66 by '68 they lost 
the management of the war. The east coast establishment 
which had already begun to lose confidence, that was also 
television establishment, and that establishment 
at every level decided that the Tet offensive was the 
turning point and the turning point which required the 
Americans to get out rather than stay in. And the defeat 
was a defeat in quotes of course seen on television, the 
first time I think in American history. 

Dr. Robert Garson. 
Also I think the way in which the TV actually filmed the 
Vietnam War was very different from the way previous 
wars had been filmed. Not only was it all in colour, but 
cameramen did not hesitate to show some of the more 
gory sides of war, and Americans simply had not seen 
that before, and that had a terrible impact. The most 
famous example of course being that shocking scene in 
Saigon, when a police captain shot a captive Vietcong 
guerrilla in front of the cameras, and one literally could 
see blood pouring out from the temples of the poor 
victim. 

So I think when Americans saw this on television, and 
when cameramen were not loathe to showing war and 
blood for what it is, I think it had a very profound impact, 
and indeed I think the media would learn that in 
subsequent wars, and in the Falklands and in the Gulf 
War, where in fact TV coverage became much more 
sanitised again. 

Tony McGrew. 
Even the commander of US forces in Vietnam, General 
Westmoreland, was very aware at the time of the impact 
of the Tet offensive upon the American domestic public. 
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Radio Archive newsreel 
Gen Westmoreland 
reporting on current 
offensive of Vietnamese 
forces. 
Source: BBC Public 
Domain. 
Prog Sx 29220 
Cprd name 31682)1) 

Dur 40" 

General Westmoreland. 
I gave them the capability of continuing this phase of the 
campaign for several more days. There is however 
evidence to suggest that he's about to run out of steam. 
On the other hand he does still have some reserves that 
are yet to be committed. We are aware of these, we 're 
watching the situation carefully, and I'm confident that 
any further initiatives can be thwarted. 

Tony McGrew. 
By 1973 the war for the United States was largely over-
President Richard Nixon gave a special address to the 
nation on the peace settlement in late January 1973. 

Radio Newsreel Archive 
US President address to the 
nation on signing of 
Vietnam peace agreement 
Source: BBC Public 
Domain 
Dur:2'30" 
CD No: 35125 

President Richard Nixon. 
I have asked for this radio and television time tonight for 
the purpose of announcing that we today have concluded 
an agreement to end the war and bring peace with honour 
in Vietnam, and in South East Asia. The following 
statement is being issued at this moment in Washington 
and Hanoi. 
At 12.30 Paris time today, January 23 1973, the 
agreement on ending the war and restoring peace in 
Vietnam was initialled by Dr. Henry Kissinger on behalf 
of the United States, and Special Advisor Lee Dac To on 
behalf of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. The 
ceasefire will take effect at 2400 Greenwich Meantime 
January 271973. The United States and the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam express the hope that this agreement 
will ensure a stable peace in Vietnam and contribute to 
the preservation of lasting peace in Indo China and south 
east Asia. That concludes the formal statement. 

In the settlement that has now been agreed to, all the 
conditions that I laid down then have been met. A 
ceasefire, internationally supervised, will begin at 7 p.m. 
this Saturday January 27 Washington time. Within 60 
days from this Saturday all Americans held prisoners of 
war throughout Indo China will be released. There will 
be the fullest possible accounting for all of those who are 
missing in action. During the same 60 day period all 
American forces will be withdrawn from South Vietnam 
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Archive cont. President Richard Nixon cont. 
The people of South Vietnam have been guaranteed the 
right to determine their own future, without outside 
interference. This settlement meets the goals and has the 
full support of President Tchu and the government of the 
Republic of Vietnam as well as that of our other allies 
who are affected. The United States will continue to 
recognise the government of the Republic of Vietnam as 
the sole legitimate government of South Vietnam. 

Tony McGrew. 
So then Christopher, was the peace settlement a natural 
extension of Nixon's Vietnamisation doctrine. 

Dr. Christopher Coker. 
Yes in the sense that the peace settlement was predicated 

on the fact that South Vietnamese would be able to 

continue defending themselves, and that there would be a 

South Vietnam. The problem was that in the intervening 

period between the conclusion of the treaty and the 

renewal of the war in 1975 when North Vietnam attacked 

the South again, the amount of military that had been 

agreed between the American and South Vietnamese 

governments was drastically reduced by the US Congress, 

and of course the 1975 US Congress cut off all further 

support for the South Vietnamese, with the result that 

within six weeks the North Vietnamese were able to 

achieve what they'd been unable to achieve in 10 years. 

This was not necessarily a consequence of the treaty, nor 

was it necessarily a consequence of Vietnamisation. The 

whole point was that American ground forces would not 

be required in South Vietnam if the South Vietnamese 

were given the means or the tools with which to do the 

job themselves, and it was that agreement that was 

subsequently broken. 

Tony McGrew. 
Of course the peace settlement was also brought about 
because of the domestic opposition and the domestic 
politics of the war which had come really to full force by 
the late 1960's. 
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