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beginning to form a relatively coherent domestic strategy tha t

will at least inform others about the point at which he would

veto - all of tha t I think is an intelligent way to go about it.

RICHARD MAIDMENT:

Clearly the half term report on the Clinton Administration

reads 'Can and must do better'.

But perhaps one of the problems tha t any President has to

confront is tha t the American electorate suffers from what

psychologists call 'cognitive dissonance': t ha t is, the electorate

holds equally dear values which do not sit together easily.

American voters want tax cuts and reduced government at the

same time as wanting all the services government has provided

for the last few decades.

I asked the politicians how any President can deal with this?

Democrat Henry Waxman again.

HENRY WAXMAN:

I th ink the American people have been pandered to by so many

politicians tha t have promised them things tha t they cannot

deliver, tha t the American people, one: have developed

tremendous cynicism about their public officials 'cos they know

that 's happening and, secondly: they've come to believe

diametrically opposed positions tha t cannot be brought forth

and accomplished.
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I th ink the best example of someone who so successfully played

this game to his own advantage was President Reagan, who

argued tha t there was never any sacrifice - no-one had to go

without.

Now the Republicans are saying tha t sacrifices have to be across

the board, but they're only directing the sacrifices to be born by

the middle income and the poorer par t of our our population

and I don't think they're gonna be able to get away with it:

a policy tha t promises reducing the debt at the expense of the

most vulnerable people in our population, especially since

they're going back to the old Republican routine of promising

tax-cuts for the well-to-do.

The contrast of taking school lunches from poor kids in order to

give tax breaks to the better off is jus t too jarring; or cutting

back on assistance for welfare population in order to give those

tax breaks; or cutting back even more seriously on the Medicare

programme, which is health care for middle income elderly, in

order to use t h a t money to redirect it to the upper income.

This is the kind of thing tha t they're hiding, but President

Clinton is bringing out, the Democrats are bringing out - and I 

think the American people are gonna react negatively too.

RICHARD MAIDMENT:

Republican Connie Morella unsurprisingly takes a different

view from Waxman, but she also recognises the dilemmas for

the Clinton Administration.
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CONNIE MORELLA:

It does make it tough to be a President, in so much as in the

semantics of the issue too.

The rhetoric, whether you talk about cutting Medicare or

whether you talk about curtailing or closely scrutinising the

growth so tha t it doesn't transcend a certain point, whether

you're talking about goals or quotas, whether you're talking

about tax cuts or balancing the budget.

Yes, and I th ink tha t you're dealing with the public tha t rely on

the media, I think you're dealing with whatever their focus is

on at the moment - jus t like a poll is a snapshot of a moment so

are the news events.

And so you have to be very cautious how you explain it - you

find as a member of Congress you have to be an educator.

So, indeed, the President, far beyond members of Congress, has

got to educate.

How do you do that?

I think he needs to do more in the way of explaining to the

public as a leader a stand tha t he feels very firmly about.

And I think he might find tha t initially people might think this

is a great idea and then they may change their minds, but I 

think if he sticks with it and continues to persevere, the scale

will go up again - and that 's a chancy thing: it's risk-taking,

but I think it's what a President must do.
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RICHARD MAIDMENT:

So it's a tough job, and the President must do better.

But how much better can Clinton do and will it be enough to

make him a powerful candidate in the 1996 Elections?

I put that 64 million dollar question to Congressman David

Dreier, a mainstream California Republican whose constituency

includes the city of Pasadena.

DAVID DREIER:

The answer to that is 'Absolutely' - he's going to be a strong

candidate in 1996 because he is very very good and smooth

politically.

I believe that he's on an upswing, in large part because of our

performance as a new majority in the United States Congress.

I found that often people have a tendency to categorise

Washington as one almost monolithic block, and the disparity

between the legislative and executive branches is often blurred.

And the approval rating of the United States Congress has gone

up almost three-fold since last Fall, from about 16% to 47%.

And as we look at that, we see the President rising with us.

And so I would argue that we have played a role in increasing

the approval rating for his Administration.

RICHARD MAIDMENT:

I asked Steve Horn, another Republican, whether it's too late for

Clinton to make a come-back.
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STEVE HORN:

Is it too late?

It 's never too late for any President.

I don't underestimate him - his popularity, as you know, is

coming up now - it could go down, it could come up.

The question is: Where is it on the Tuesday in November when

American citizens are going to the polls?

You don't vote for or against people without looking at the

competition.

If we don't put up a candidate that can reach out across America

and bring people together - Democrats, Republicans,

Independents, Peroists, Libertarians, Peace and Freedom,

whatever - we will not win and he will, even though he's in the

slumps most of the last two years.

I remember as a junior in high school when Harry Truman was

re-elected in 1948, no-one could believe it.

Dewey, a very able man without question, went around the

country the, on the train.

Across America they were talking about who should be in the

Cabinet - Truman wasn' t talking about that .

His own Cabinet didn't even come down to meet him when he

came back from the t rain ride, Truman was considered a loser -

never gave up fighting.

And I don't underestimate the President who is skilled with

television, skilled with it.
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I've seen him at White House functions and I've seen him at

Capital Hill functions, he's the last person to leave the room and

turn out the lights - he tries to meet everybody there.

And when you see him at a White House, he's absolutely

available to you.

Well, you can't reach too many people of the millions you need to

vote you in, but the word passes: he does sincerely like people.

And there's no question: he is empowered by people - you see it.

I was down there one night with the survivors prior to the

opening of the holocaust museum.

These people were in their seventies, eighties, some in their

nineties, tha t had lived through tha t hell, and he tried to reach

out to all six hundred of them.

And he was an hour and a half late for the ceremony, he was

meeting with fifteen Heads of State from Eastern Europe, he

reached out to all of them.

I do not underestimate tha t 'people skill', and I think we've got

to match it and we've got to be right on the issues, not in an

ideological sense but in what the American people expect their

government to be doing.

I've had many Republicans say, "I voted for Clinton - I wanted to

give a fresh face a chance".

Now, they don't th ink he's a fresh face any more - he has

problems, as I said earlier, but it'll all depend on who's r ight in

te rms of how the American people feel about their future and

our future.
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RICHARD MAIDMENT:

So where does tha t leave President Clinton?

Certainly the view in Washington is different and more complex

from what we hear and read in the UK.

The major difference is tha t Clinton is not dismissed even by his

opponents.

He's clearly seen as a very powerful and able politician, perhaps

more adept at winning elections than governing, and these

strengths will make him a very powerful candidate in 1996 -

he's not doomed to defeat.

But he has made mistakes - and many of them.

He's disorganised, unfocussed, does not give a clear lead, and so

on.

He did virtually all the things in his first two years t ha t political

scientists say tha t he shouldn't do, and as a result the

Republicans won both Houses of the Congress - for the first t ime

in a generation.

But now it's up to the Republicans to deliver and they are

finding tha t hard to do.

They've promised tax cuts - and substantial ones, plus a 

balanced budget.

The electorate voted for that in 1994, but now the voters are

finding out t ha t the budget can only be balanced and taxes

reduced if government programmes and services like Medicare,

which provides medical care for the elderly, are altered

radically.
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The voters don't like it - they like Medicare, they don't want it

tampered with.

It's not easy to be a politician in the United States and hardest

of all to be the President.

Since 1960 only one President, Ronald Reagan, has served two

full terms in office.

Maybe, despite all the difficulties, Bill Clinton will be the

second.

JEREMY COOPER:

And that 's all on this Cassette.


