Inclusive Teaching & Learning 
Week 2 Activities/ Responses
Activity 2.1 Education Policy
In your context, what are the government’s priorities for Education? 
Response: 
In my country, Trinidad and Tobago, the government’s priorities for education are that access is free and mandatory from the age of 5 – 15 years old to all the nation’s children

What does your government do to ensure that the system is inclusive?
Response:
Inclusive Education is considered to be an important component and addresses such by making education available, accessible through support and services provided by one of the Ministry of Education’s departments namely, Student Support Services Division

Activity 2.2 Putting policy into practice
Case study - Inclusion and Education: Voices from Malawi (2020) 
This short video describes a programme in Malawi designed to keep girls in school. 
Watch the video and make notes on the following: 
• The role of the teachers in supporting these changes 
Response:
The teachers community work with the girls where they are at with or without them having chiownldren of their 
They work on ways to improve standards and quality education

• Attitudes which might be challenged by this programme 





Response:
Partnerships with law enforcement and NGOs are given the power to fine parents who prevent their girls from having access to education and attending school
They allow the girls to bring their children to school with them
They work with the parents with regards to changing their mindset of the importance of girls getting an education in school
They work with boys and girls on sexual education and health 
• The resources that are required to make the programme work

• The role of policymakers in ensuring the success of the programme

Activity 2.3 Where are you on the line?
Extrinsic learner motivation____________________________________ intrinsic learner motivation
Teacher is the expert – main authority___________________________ teacher as facilitator of learning
Syllabus presented as decontextualised __________________________Syllabus reflects lives of learners
Syllabus presented as decontextualised __________________________Syllabus reflects lives of learners
Relationships based on authority___________________________ relationships based on mutual respect
Intelligence is fixed at birth____________________________ everyone can learn given the right support

In what ways could your practice be considered ‘learner-centred’?
Response:
In order to practice ‘learner-centred’ strategies one can:
Brainstorming group sessions
Creating Cooperation opportunities
Presentations
Group Discussions
Case Studies
Jigsaw Approaches








 In what areas would you like to move further to the right?
Response:
I would like to move further to the right through participation in training and workshops
How do you think you could do this within the constraints that are outside of your control? 

Response:
I think this can be achieved within the current constraints through mandatory teacher training and accountability evaluations through evidence of practice in the classroom environment and its feedback response to the new approaches

Activity 2.4 Attitudes to learners 
• What do you think he means by ‘learner capacity’? 
• What cultural attitudes does he want to challenge? 
What practical steps do you think teachers can take to challenge the notion of ‘fixed intelligence’?

Responses:
Learner capacity can be described as the neural structure of the brain that monitors the manner and measure of the brain’s memory, attentiveness, processing and sequencing capabilities when interacting with tasks. In simpler terms it is a measure of ability and level of learning the learner is able to function and perform at. 
The cultural attitudes that are being challenged are as follows:
Cultural beliefs that children with disabilities are spawned from demons and curses
Cultural beliefs that such children are contagious and can infect regular children with the disability as if it was a disease
Based on these beliefs, parents have sole authority on the type of education such children receive, thus creating a barrier for the opportunity of inclusive instruction and education





My experience:
I remember when my son broke his arm, he was unable to write his work down.  After approximately 2 weeks into his recovery in an arm cast; I found out that nothing was done to accommodate him.  Complaints were made to the principal, they went unanswered.  My son went on to the next class level unable to read properly. 
He was placed in a D class and practically ignored throughout the term.  The teacher left many topics in the curriculum when asked she responded that the students would not be able to understand so she would not bother to teacher it.  I eventually had to remove my son from the school and place him in another school where he repeated the level and passed his examinations successfully.

Activity 2.5 The justification for LCE as a policy choice 
1.  Support students with special needs in main stream schools whilst equipping them to be more inclusive.
2.  Recognize the need to equip young people for the future through the implementation of more learner-centred education and revised curricula placing emphasis on skills, values and knowledge
3. Educators focus on the needs of their learners by adopting and adapting flexible principles for different contexts
In order for this to work an effective working system must be put in place starting with promoting awareness and equipping the schools for inclusive education readiness.  This is followed by tailoring the curriculum to reflect inclusion through skills, values and knowledge.  Lastly, further detailing is done by the educators who bring the inclusive teaching and revised curricula to live through life application through skills, values and knowledge.

Reflection point:
Can you think of an alternative scenario, which could have happened if Kevin’s needs as a gifted student had been better accommodated? 
Response:
Whilst, Kevin may have committed an offence, he shouldn’t have been expelled.  Instead, he could have rehabilitated via school community duty to repay the school and get him involved in library based or advanced learning programmes that would have fed his appetite for learning.

What could his teachers have done to prevent him becoming bored?
Response:
His teachers could have prepared additional advance challenging work for Kevin when he finished the required class quota and keep him engaged and occupied during the class peried
Activity 2.6 Minimum criteria for LCE 
7 principles to make current teacher-practice more learner-centred
1. Lessons or training sessions which actively engage learners 
How have you measured the effectiveness of the lesson or training sessions taught to actively engage learners? 

2. Mutual respect between teacher and learner (adult and child, or adult and adult)
How is mutual respect between teacher and learner or teacher and teacher demonstrated?

3. Lessons or training sessions which build on prior knowledge and understanding
What ways can your lesson or training session adapt to building on prior knowledge and understanding?

4. Opportunities for dialogue and considering open questions 
When is the most appropriate time to create opportunities for dialogue and consider open questions?

5. Learning that is relevant to children’s (or professionals’) lives 
How do you decipher what content of learning is relevant to children’s or professional’s lives?

6. A curriculum which supports the development of a range of skills 
What would be required to develop a curriculum that supports the development of a range of skills?

7. Assessment which gives credit for a range of skill
What type of assessment would give credit for a range of skill?





 Activity 2.7 LCE in practice 
Which of the criteria for LCE do you think are the most straightforward to implement
Response:
Drawing from the 7 principles criteria: Opportunities for dialogue and considering open questions I think would be the most straight forward to implement in my current environment

Which is the most challenging and why?
Response:
I think the most challenging to implement would be to determine and decipher learning that is relevant to children’s (or professionals’) lives because it must prescribe to individual needs as well as collective needs simultaneously

Activity 2.8 Challenges presented by LCE 
Consider the following questions and write your responses in your study notebook
1. Look back at the continua that you examined in Activity 2.3. Which one presents the greatest challenge to you as an educator? 
a. Extrinsic learner motivation____________________________________ intrinsic learner motivation
b. Teacher is the expert – main authority___________________________ teacher as facilitator of learning
c. Syllabus presented as decontextualised __________________________Syllabus reflects lives of learners
d. Syllabus presented as decontextualised __________________________Syllabus reflects lives of learners
e. Relationships based on authority___________________________ relationships based on mutual respect
f. Intelligence is fixed at birth____________________________ everyone can learn given the right support
Response:
(f) presents the greatest challenge as an educator 

Why do you think this is? What could you do to overcome these challenges?
Response:
Accessibility to resources and support for varying needs may not be readily available to implement an inclusive plan.
In order to overcome this, one can rally parent and fellow teacher support as well as community and corporate support through partnerships to provide and create resources and the support needed 

Think of the context in which you work as an educator or have worked in the past. Was there evidence of the attitudes set out in the continua?
Response:
Most Definitely

What changes are needed in your school to help teachers move to the right-hand side of the continua? 
Response: 
Some changes that can help teachers move to the right side would be awareness, collaboration, practice, reflection, evaluation and more practice

Read the section of the article entitled: What does the evidence tell us about the implementation of LCE? 
What critiques help to explain this?
Some challenges outlined were:
Unrealistic expectations for change from policy 
Lack of information dissemination on policy changes
Minimal preparation 
Low teacher capacity
Teacher preparation which teaches about LCE but does not model it
Resource shortage in terms of teaching materials 
Large classes and crowded conditions
High-stakes assessments which remain based on content which promote rote learning and teaching to the test
Management and inspection regimes which were unsupportive of LCE
Language of instruction (usually English) being uncomfortable for teachers and making them prefer text-based or scripted lessons
Write notes on the following questions, 
Response:
• Which of these are underpinned by unhelpful attitudes towards learners? 
Quite frankly all of them they are all integrated and interdependent on each other for certain success

• Which are relevant in the context in which you work?
All of them

• Which of the challenges are you as an individual able to do something about, and what would you do? 
Low teacher capacity – I can assist with teacher training and teacher modelling practice sessions
Teacher preparation which teaches about LCE but does not model it – more practice and training sessions
Resource shortage in terms of teaching materials – show colleagues how to create resources from recycle materials

Reflection point: 
Write down some of the skills that you feel you need to develop and how you might set about finding the support you need
Group teaching skills
Communication skills
Time management
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