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Knowledge brokering: facilitating innovation and joint learning

The concept of knowledge brokerage was developed in the context of
linking research, policy and practice. It refers to a set of activities and
processes aimed at exchanging and translating diverse individual
knowledge stocks into collectively shared knowledge and innovations.
Up until the 1990s, knowledge brokering was interpreted primarily as
unidirectional transfer of scientific "ready-to-use" knowledge or
technology from researchers and advisors to farmers. However, it has
gradually been recognised that innovations leading towards more
sustainable agriculture often emerge from, and are best advanced by,
multi-actor learning networks where people from different contexts
and with different backgrounds meet, interact and negotiate.
Consequently, knowledge brokering is currently seen as an activity
aimed at enhancing interactions, dialogue, mutual learning and direct
collaboration between a range of actors, including farmers. Agricultural
advisory services can take a central role in this process by facilitating
connections and knowledge exchange among various stakeholders for
joint learning and innovation. Research suggests that knowledge
brokering works best within a participatory approach to so-called
boundary objects that are issues of interest to several different
communities but viewed or used differently by each of them.

For more information see:
https://www.agrilink2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/AgriLink-
conceptual-framework.-Theory-Primers.15.pdf.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

This Practice Abstract is derived from one of 27 Theory Primers that
support the conceptual framework which underpins the Agrilink
project. Each Theory Primer introduces a specific theoretical topic in
the conceptual framework and is intended primarily for academic
readers. The Practice Abstracts derived from each Theory Primer aim
to make these topics more accessible and understandable to a wider
non-academic audience.

The Agrilink Conceptual Framework and all Theory Primers can be
found here: https://www.agrilink2020.eu/our-work/conceptual-

framework/.

ABOUT AGRILINK

Agrilink is a multi-actor project funded by the European Union’s Horizon
2020 research and innovation programme. It brings together 16 partners
from 13 countries, including universities, applied research institutes, advisors
and consultants from public organisations, private SMEs, a farmer-based
organisation and specialists in communication and distance learning.
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DISCLAIMER:

"This practice abstract reflects only the
authors’ view and the AgriLink project is not
responsible for any use that may be made
of the information it contains".
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