Garden and planting design course introduction
Hi, my name is Amber Crowley, welcome to this garden design course.
I've designed this course using years of experience working as a garden designer. I owned a garden design and construction company in Edinburgh for a number of years, and then moved back to Argyll where I've been designing gardens like this one.
I work as a Curriculum Lead and Horticulture Lecturer at UHI Argyll.
In this course I'm going to take you through the principles and techniques of garden design first of all so you can have a look at how garden designers use these ideas of flow, of enclosure and space, mass and void, light and shade, colour, all sorts of different techniques they use to create really wonderful gardens.
We then move on to look at surveying. So you can think about an area of ground. How do you measure that out? So how do you know your design can possibly fit into this space? How do you analyse what you have, what you keep and what you get rid of, what you replace?
We then move on to look at hard landscape design. So what features you can use. What materials you can use. The textures and colours of different materials. We look at the ergonomics of hard landscaping. So how do you make something comfortable for people to use?
Then we move on to planting design. We look at different styles of planting, we look at colour, we look at texture, how do you actually combine plants to make really beautiful gardens? You might be after a jungle theme like the one we have created here or you might be after something that is much more architectural or something that is soft and cottagey. So how do you choose the plants that will grow in the right conditions to create the style that you really want?
Then in the last section we move onto the drawing itself. How do you draw to scale? And how do you represent your ideas on paper so that it can be read by somebody else so that they can understand what you are thinking, and that could even maybe be handed over to a builder for them to construct your garden.
There's lots of activities through this -  obviously they are optional but we find that if people work through them then we find that they really take the time to learn the material and let it sink in so I'd recommend that you follow through and do the activities as they are and really enjoy the process of maybe even creating a design as you go through the course.
I really hope you enjoy it, thanks very much.
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