Garden planting and design techniques introduction
In this first section of the course we talk about the principles or techniques that designers actually use when they are creating a garden.
We start off talking about movement and flow, how do you design so that when people visit your garden they want to walk around it and move from area to area; that they are intrigued about what lies around the next corner. Also there are moments of calm where they feel they can pause, relax, and enjoy the view in front of them.
We then move on to look at enclosure. So, do people feel exposed when they are in a space or do they feel hugged and looked after with the enclosure around them? Or maybe the enclosure is too much and it feels oppressive and they maybe feel claustrophobic. So how do you find the balance between the space and the enclosure?
We then move onto focal point. So what is it that creates those really beautiful views. When you walk around a garden where would you choose to take a photo? That is often where the best focal point is, and by placing lots of focal points in a garden you create a lot of interest.
We look at rhythm, which is where you repeat an object and that creates a dynamic which helps to create movement through a garden, and we look at the placement of paths. So where are the desire lines? Where do people want to walk when they are in the space, and how can you change that and guide somebody round a garden?
We also look at framing and symmetry. So how do you frame views? Or how do you use symmetry to create formality for example.
We then go on to look at a little bit more of a complex technique which is to do with mass and void. It is to do with where you create objects and where you leave space, and that creates a lovely balance in the garden if you get that right.
And then we move on to composition, and composition is the actual layout of a space. How do you use shapes? How do you overlap shapes? And how do you combine them to create a lovely garden space?
Then we move onto perspective. So where are areas of the garden going to be viewed from? What is it going to look like from different angles?
And finally we move onto screening. So what would you like to hide? What would you like to show? Would you like to use screening so that you get a surprise as you move round the garden? Or is there something that is not so nice in the background that you want to block out?
So enjoy moving through these different stages of the course and please do take part in the activities.
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