GPD Surveying introduction
Welcome to the surveying section of the course.
In this section we look at taking a space that has not yet been designed and working out what you might like to do with it. Or looking at a space that does have a garden in it already and looking at how you might like to change it.
We start off by looking at how you might gather a client brief. This is really important if you are designing for somebody else.
You need to know what their style is, what their aesthetics are, what they really love. Also practicalities of what they really need from their garden and how they are going to actually enjoy the space, to make sure what you are designing really suits them and what they need.
It is also important to look at a client brief if you are the client. If you are designing for yourself, it means you are creating a list of what you really want and making sure that in the end, when you actually finish your design, you are getting out of it what you really need for your own space.
We then move on to looking at site survey and analysis, that is recording what is actually on a site, what's on the ground, what are the surroundings are made from, what would you like to keep, what might be in the way of what you would like to do. 
There is always something like electric lines, or a septic tank or manhole covers that get in the way of exactly what you want to do, so knowing where those are and planning around them makes your life much easier.
Then we move on to actual surveying itself, and the different techniques to actually measure out the area of ground so you know how big it is, where the boundaries are and where the different features are, so you can put that onto paper to start drawing your designs on.
We look at a few different techniques, starting with very simple linear, or running, survey, which really only involves a couple of tape measures.
We then look at a couple of techniques which involve a little bit of maths - trilateration and triangulation - and then we move onto something involving angles as well, bearing and distance.
And finally we look at levels, so if you have a sloping site how can you actually tell what that slope is and account for it?
So do enjoy getting stuck into the surveying and get out there with your tape measure and start measuring up an area that you would like to design.
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