GPD Hard landscaping introduction
Welcome to this middle section of the course  where we talk about hard landscaping design.  
We start off by looking at different types of  hard landscaping. What are your actual options  
for the sorts of features that you could include in your garden. 
We then move on to look at form and function. So form is 'what does that hard  landscaping look like that you design' and  the function is 'how are you actually going  to use that?
These need to find a balance,  you don't want form over function so the  thing isn't practical to use, but if it is too functional and doesn't look nice enough then it  doesn't help add to the aesthetic of the garden.  
We then move on to look at different types of  surface; so what do you literally cover your  
hard landscaping surfaces in? What materials  do you use? Do you use stone and gravel? Do  
you use steel? Do you use glass? Do you use  concrete? There are lots and lots of different  
options. 
We then move on to looking at scale; so what size of features do you design? How high  
are your walls and how wide? How big should your  features be to fit with the scale of the landscape 
you are designing but also so that they are also really usable features and they are actually  
performing the function that you need them to.  
Then we move on to siting, where do you locate those? Why does that matter? It matters because  of their function; so you wouldn't want to put a really lovely seating area where it never got any  sunshine for example. So looking at the siting of the elements is really important and by doing that you are starting to pull together your design.  
We then move on to look at colour and texture; so this is really how you find your style of  
your hard landscaping and it has a big impact on the style of the garden. This garden, for example,  
uses a lot of natural materials, uncarved  stone just in its natural form, and gravel, terracotta pots which are made of  natural clay which gives it a very, sort of heritage styling in this space. It would  be very different to use carved granite blocks for example, concrete pots and very slick slate paving - it would give it a very different feel.  
We then move on to look at ergonomics, so how  comfortable is what you design? How comfortable is it to use? And then that takes us on to the users;  who is it that is going to be using it? And how do you make sure that it is suitable for that user  group? A garden that is designed to have children  
it for example, might be quite different to a garden that is designed to have the elderly,  
or someone that is disabled using it regularly.  So who is going to be using it and how do you  
design it so that they can get the most out of  it? 
And finally we move on to longevity; so when you design in hard landscaping, how long is that  going to last? What kind of maintenance does it need and how long will it be there for? That has an implication on the last bit which is the cost.
How do you cost up what you are going to do?  What needs to be taken into consideration when you are actually designing your hard landscaping. 
I hope you enjoy it.
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