GPD Planting design introduction
Welcome to the planting design section of the course.
First of all we are going to look a bit at micro-climates; so how can you arrange your planting to create really good conditions for the other plants around those ones that you have put in.
Then we are going to move on to seasons of interest. So we are in the later summer now, and this is the colour and style of this border at this time of year, but in the spring, it looked very different. So how do you plant for interest at different times of the year, and how do you make sure that the style and effect you are going for looks good all the way through the year? And you have interest there all the way through the year, even in January when things can feel really miserable.
We then look at styles; so there's lots of different styles of planting. If you think about the differences between architectural planting and cottage garden planting, Japanese planting and formal English planting. There is a really massive range of different planting styles, so we'll have a look through those and see what your real favourites are.
We then look at the functions of plants, because plants are supposed to absolutely beautiful of course, but they also perform different functions. It might be that they are really good for wildlife
but it might be that they are they are stabilising a slope, or they are helping to take up water that otherwise would be a bog, or an area that floods, or that they are forming a screen for you in front of something that doesn't look very nice. So we look at ways that you can use pants to really fulfil those functions.
We then move on to colour and we look at how combining different colours creates a really different feel in a garden, and how using all of the colours can look really cottagey and amazing but that sometimes you want to just select a few colours and limit your colour palette to create a really particular style.
Then we move on to texture. We have already had a look when I've been in the garden at some of the really jungle-y planting that you can see over at the back there, but down here we have a much finer texture of plants which gives quite a different feel. So we have a look at the different textures you can use and the different affects you can get by using different ones.
And then finally we move on to the actual selection of plants. So once you know what kind of style and texture and colour you want, how do you find that plant that is going to grow really well in the conditions that you have in your garden, or in the garden that you are designing, that is going to really make that garden a success.
I hope you really enjoy this one.
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