Plant propagation introduction
Hello and welcome to this online propagation course. I'm Amber Crowley. I'm a horticulture
lecturer and Curriculum Lead at UHI Argyll. I'm here on my family's commercial propagation nursery; this is where I have grown up and I've been involved in the family business for all of my life. My roots are in propagation, excuse the pun.
In this course we are going to look at several different sections, different types of propagation. Learning about propagation is a really great way of being able to produce more plants for free from your own garden or from family and friends' gardens.
First of all we are going to look at seed propagation; so how do you get the best germination rates from your seed, what's the difference between sowing inside and outside. You need to be aware of techniques you can use and different equipment you might need. 
We're going to have a look at stem cuttings - that's a really reliable way of propagating plants - and we are going to look at the difference between hard wood, semi-ripe and soft wood cuttings., different times of year that you take those and the different techniques that you use, and how it looks with different plants of different sizes and shapes.
We are going to have a look at leaf cuttings, which is a bit of a specialist propagation technique which is often used for house plants and tropical plants, and we're going to have a look at root cuttings, which isn't a technique which is used very often but it is a really useful one to know for certain plants.
We are going to move onto looking at division, which is how you lift and split herbaceous plants. So maybe you have a perennial border and you want lift and spread around the plants that you have, or you have bought a really lovely herbaceous plant from the garden centre and you want to split it and get many more baby plants for your garden - we'll have a look at that technique as well.
And finally we will look at bulb scaling, and bulb scaling again is a bit of a specialist technique, it is where you can take a bulb and you can cut it into pieces and propagate, and end up with a lot of examples of that bulb, a lot of little baby ones for growing on.
Throughout the course there's activities to do and I really recommend that you have a go at doing these propagation methods and doing the research activities as they occur through the course; it really helps to embed your knowledge and it will mean that you get the most out of the course. 
I do hope you enjoy it, thank you.
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