Plant propagation: Semi-ripe cuttings transcript
Next, we're going to have a look at semi ripe cuttings, and semi ripe cutting tend to be made through the summer or in the winter if it's evergreen - so things that don't lose their leaves, like this holly for example, which keeps its leaves all year - you can make these through the winter.
What we mean by semi ripe, as opposed to hard wood - so, if we get a piece of our hard wood back from earlier - hard wood is really. really hard - it's lignified, it's got bark on it, it's really snappy. If I bend it, it just snaps. If a cutting is semi ripe, like this one, it's not got that woody bark on the outside - it's actually quite rubbery. This growth at the top would actually be called soft wood. See how very soft and delicate that is.
What we are looking for - for semi ripe cuttings - is this more rubbery wood a little bit further down. 
So let's make this one. It is very similar to the hard wood cuttings except we are leaving the leaves on this time. We want it to be semi ripe so we are looking for this rubbery, not too soft. 
This is quite hard at the bottom -  I think we'll go for this middle section.
We are again wanting our cutting to be a few inches long, so I'm going to cut below a node, and I'm going to cut above a node at the top.
Now, if we stuck this as it is into our compost, these bits of leaf would be buried under the compost where they'd rot, so we need to take those off - and that is a perfect cutting - a semi ripe cutting.
Let’s have a look on a holly, this looks a bit different, the internodes are much closer together so that means if the nodes are closer together the internodes are shorter. You'll notice on this, so here, these leaves are opposite - so you have two leaves, opposite each other, joining into a node.
With this cutting, the leaves are alternate - so you have one on one side, one the other side, one on one side, one the other side, one on one side, one the other side going up and up. but still you have these nodes and the internodes, they are just much closer together.
So again we are looking, this is a bit woody at the bottom, that's very hard at the bottom. At the top it's really soft and wibbly - Scientific term, wibbly! (laughs)
So we are looking for this rubbery material in the middle. I'm going to cut below a node at the bottom and I'm going to cut above a node at the top.
This cutting's much shorter, that's really not a problem, we'll have a look at the size of cuttings in a minute. And we don't want these leaves to be buried under the compost when we stick it in so I'm going to pull off a few of those. Look at that, beautiful cutting!
Let's have a look at the size of cuttings then. This is box Buxus sempervirens. It's small. Look how close together its nodes are. Short internodes, very close together. 
You might be wondering what to do with something like that in comparison to something
like this for example (laughs) this massive plant here. This is a type of Hydrangea. It's a Hydrangea sargentiana.
So how on earth do you use the same technique for these two cuttings, this tiny one and this massive one?
Well, it's all the same basically - don't worry about it.
I'm going to use my knife on this one because I find it easier just to get in really close to the node. So we find our nice rubbery wood there and cut just below a node, strip off the leaves at the bottom and then cut just above a node at the top - I'm just going to take the little tip out - and that is a perfect little box cutting
So how do we take that technique and apply it to this?
This I need my secateurs for!
At the bottom, this is really woody, see all the bark on that, we can't use that it is really, really hard. So we are looking to make a cutting further up here. So I'm going to cut - it is quite hard altogether this one - it might be slightly late in the season - I'd be looking for it to be a bit more rubbery. It should be ok. Thinking about which one to cut, I think we'll take our cutting from up here. So, just exactly the same, you cut just below a node, remove the leaves at the bottom, and then look at that leaf area you have there, that's huge, that's going to be a massive cutting. So we are going to reduce it so it only has one leaf left. 
I'm going to cut off some of these and reduce it, so it’s just got its smallest leaf left. Get rid of those - there we go.
Now, when a cutting is rooting, it doesn't have any roots to start with, and it's taking water up and it’s losing it through its leaf all the time. If you have a really big leaf like this this is going to wilt. So even if you give it a good spray with water every day while the cutting is rooting, it is still going to really struggle to take up enough water through this here to stop that wilting. And if that rots and it starts to come into contact with the compost, it is just going to - it's just going to rot away. So if it wilts and ends up lying on the compost, it's going to rot away.
So what you do, if you have a really big leaf like this, is you cut it off. You leave just a section so it's got a little bit of leaf left and that looks like a much more sensible cutting.
So even with really big plants you can make cutting with the same technique. Just look at the  difference there. So next we'll move on to look at soft wood cuttings
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