Plant propagation: Softwood cuttings
So in this section we're having a look at softwood cuttings. The technique is very similar to the hardwood and semi-ripe cuttings, it's just the type of wood we're using that is different.
So if we have a look at this - this is Lonicera henryi, it's a type of honeysuckle, climbing honeysuckle - down here (just bring it up a little bit closer to the camera) it's quite woody. You can see how it gets a darker colour here, that's quite woody, that's too hard. We could make a semi ripe cutting from this actually but I want to show you soft wood cuttings.
So for softwood we are looking for this growth which is nearer the top. We need to keep it really well sprayed because it dries out and wilts really easily.
So we are looking for this soft growth, it's quite almost sort of floppy (laughs) it should be quite fresh, but it's very soft.
These cuttings root the fastest. So softwood cuttings root really fast but they can be a bit tricky to stop them from wilting.
So I'll show you here on a Hydrangea. This one would be semi ripe down here, it's rubbery but this is soft up at the top here. So if we were making this as a softwood cutting, you'd come quite near the top, under a node, trim those leaves off the bottom, just above a node at the top. I'm just going to pinch that out with my fingers because it's a bit easier, and that is a very nice softwood cutting.
And I will show you on this lovely lemon scented Geranium as well. It's not completely ideal to make cuttings that have flowers on them - it's not the end of the world but they don't root as well as cuttings that don't have flowers on because the wood that's inside here, this tissue, has decided that it is here for the purpose of supporting a flower rather than for the purpose of really growing, so it doesn't tend to have so much energy stored in it - it has put all its energy into this flower.
But it's just the same sort of thing, you can see that it is really soft this one, and you cut below a node at the bottom, trim those off above a node at the top, and that is a very nice Geranium cutting.
So that's your softwood cuttings. I'll just show you one more on something that looks a bit different.
This is Clematis, so another climber. Clematis root from semi ripe but they also root from softwood. So if we have a look down here, this is quite snappy down here - oh it's sort of rubbery, we'd probably call it a semi ripe down here, and up here, we think this is soft. I’m going to use my knife, just for a little bit more accuracy. So even though these internodes are quite long, and its quite a different looking cutting, it's the same principle - cut below a node.
Now with a Clematis - and you'll feel this if you're making some cuttings, just have a practice - if I just pull this off, these leaves are attached really strongly and it actually snaps this node there. You can see how that's pulling maybe, and bending it down at the bottom. So it’s actually better just to trim these off with a knife to make sure that you don't damage those buds at the bottom, above a node at the top. And that is a Clematis cutting.
So it's quite straight forward, the principles of all the different stem cuttings are similar. 
Have a go, have a go with any bits of material you want to play with - nothing to be worried about, just have a shot. Worst case scenario they don't root and it's a waste of a twig - really doesn't matter
But what I'll show you next is what to do with them once they're made and how you put them in a good rooting environment.
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