Plant propagation: Stem cuttings aftercare transcript
So what do you do with your cuttings once you've made them and you are ready to root them?
So I've got a few examples here that we've made in the last videos. So if you are doing it on your windowsill, you might want to pop them in a pot just like this.
This pot just has some compost in it, you can get seed and cutting compost from the garden centre,  this is a peat free compost in this one. It's quite nice, it's got some bark mixed through it just to give it a nice open texture, and we don't use peat commercially on our nursery.
So some cuttings need a bit of a boost to get them going - so they need a bit of rooting hormone. Commercially, we use a liquid rooting hormone, we find it is a bit more successful than the powders, but the powders work well as well and are definitely worth a try.
With the liquid hormone, we dip the cutting into the liquid hormone for about 5 seconds. If it's the powder you just pop it in the end and dab it around a bit until you get a little bit of powder showing on the bottom there. Then you simply stick it into your pot.
I would recommend going in, for the size of cutting down here you don't want these leaves to be buried under the compost, so you go in until they are just above, but you want to make sure it is quite nice and firm, so you might want to push gently down around the cutting to make sure it doesn't wobble about. If it wobbles about, the tiny little new roots that will grow out round the base there might snap.
Then you can just pop a clear polythene bag over its head if you don't have a propagator, just to keep the humidity in.
Give it a little bit of a spray every day or two and over time it should root.
On the nursery here, or if you are doing more bulk production, if you are making quite a lot of cuttings then we tend to use these cell trays.
So these trays have little individual little compartments in them and we put one cutting in each.
Now for something that is a semi ripe cutting, it's quite robust, you can just push it in absolutely fine.
For something that is a softwood cutting, that is much softer and more wobbly, if I was just to push that in through the compost it would probably snap., so we give our cuttings a dip. 
If it is semi ripe, and it's quite robust, it can just go straight in, but id it's something that is a little bit softer and more snappy, you might just want to make a hole first. You can use a dibber, which is a particular type of stick, a piece of cane, or just simply a pencil. Make a hole, then you can put the cutting in, and then you just gently push the compost around it to make sure that it's quite strong and upright.
And you can do this with all of your cuttings, I'll just dip those. It doesn't matter if you've got lots of different types in the same tray. In they go - make a hole for that one. In goes that Hydrangea.
And this one, this one might need to go in a pot because it's really big for that plug. I'll just bring in a pot for this one. Make a nice big hole with the pencil, in it goes, push down around it and that's fine.
Then pop them somewhere that's warm but not too warm, maybe a north facing windowsill or a cool greenhouse, or conservatory without heating on. Clear plastic over the top to keep the humidity in. Every couple of days give them a spray and they should root. 
And I'll show you what it looks like when they start to root, and then when they are fully rooted so you know when you can take them out and pop them up.
So here we have a tray of Weigela florida 'Variegata' which are partially rooted, so these have been in our propagator on our nursery. I'm just going to give them a spray because it is a bit stressful for them, ending up coming out of their propagating cases. Now if I pull one of these out I think you'll see what's happening here - I might just pop it against a dark background - so if you have a look, just bring this right up here, you can see there's very little roots growing all round here. Tiny, tiny little new roots. So that's it starting to root.
Normally we wouldn't disturb it at that point because those are so tiny, they can snap if you pull them up, which I just have for that one, hopefully it'll be ok.
And then I want to show you one - yes this is a good example - just before they start to root, this has maybe just got a tiny root starting there, but just before they start to root - do you see that looks sort of swollen? It looks quite fat, that's called callousing or callous. So sometimes they start to get this swelling and they look a bit lumpy, almost a bit warty, that's the starting or the rooting, so it's actually a good sign if you see that.
Just get that back into focus there. So this one hasn't really started to root yet but it has started to callous. So within a few days we'll start to see little roots starting to come from that one.
And then a tray that has been in the propagator for an extra couple of weeks. Just bring that one up and these were, these ones are ready for potting on , this is a Potentilla. These cells are a slightly different shape, we use different sizes and shapes of cells for different types of cutting. If I lift one of these out - look at that, beautiful!
So it's got this root coming down here. It's well rooted, it's got root even coming out the bottom of the tray now, so it's really absolutely ready for potting up. So that's a lovely plant, so that could be planted out if it was in the spring, or in gentle weather. In the summer it could be planted straight into the garden. What I'd normally do is pot it up into a pot just like this and grow it on for a little while, it could do maybe another season a couple of months in a pot like that before it goes out in the garden, just to make it a little bit more robust.
So that's it, rooted cuttings. Easy peasy!
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