Plant propagation: Leaf cuttings transcript
So next I'm going to show you how to make leaf cuttings.
Now I've chosen a really massive Hydrangea leaf here which isn't actually something that you would normally make leaf cuttings from but I've chosen a really big leaf so that it's quite obvious where the veins are to be able to show you how to apply this technique to different types of plants.
Some plants that root from leaf cuttings - and doing a Google search for 'Which plants can I root from leaf cuttings' will give you lots and lots of plants to try - some plants have small leaves that will root from leaf cuttings and sometimes it's as simple as removing the leaf, just trimming off any  excess there that was attached to the stem and popping it in like this with the base, the little petiole, the leaf stem just tucked into the compost onto a warm windowsill, but not in direct sunlight, and that would root. So for some plants it's a simple as that.
But for other plants that have big leaves there's a variety of other techniques. Sometimes you'll see instructions that ask you to pin down the leaf or to make cuts in the veins and then pin it down. If you see that instruction then you can turn it over and see these beautiful veins on the back, you can make little slices in those with a knife in a few places, in the big main mid-vein, and then if it's got big ones then in the side veins as well. 
Then you just lay that down onto a tray full of compost and pin it down. Sometimes you can use paperclips, bent out of shape, or little bits of wire, or even little crossed sticks and you just pin it down onto the compost and then it will start to grow roots on the underside, from each of the places that you made a little slit in the bottom. So that's another technique.
And the other one I want to show you is when you want to make quite a few different leaf cuttings, and to do that I'm just going to remove this main big petiole and take that away. 
So I've just chopped that off the bottom there; to do that, we're wanting to end up with little squares or triangles of leaf that all have a section of vein on them. So it might be that we take sections from this main vein. So as unlikely as that looks for some varieties of plant that would actually root, and you'd pop that - just, you need to make sure that it's the right way up. So you need to make sure your veins are coming up away at an upward angle rather than it pointing down the way.
Sometimes it’s useful, just when you lay them out on your bench, to keep them the right way up and you just pop it in, tuck the little end into your compost and believe it or not, that will actually send  roots out from the bottom. So you can work your way up cutting sections like that. 
Sometimes a plant will have really big side veins that come off or maybe three big veins that run up here in which case you can take sections from all the way up, but a leaf like this we'd normally take sections up the main rib, the main vein.
I don't know whether you can hear that polytunnel flapping around me a bit, it's a bit windy. Bit windy here today.
Little squares of leaf, just like this, you can pop them all in a row in the pot like that to root.
So let me show you something that's rooted. I have some Streptocarpus here.
So these have rooted. Now given that this is a real life working nursery (laughs) you'll see that they are not all absolutely perfect. I haven't set these up and chosen particularly good ones, these are just how they came out of the propagation case. So you can there's a little bit of sort of healing over that this leaf has done here on these top edges, and then hopefully you can see nice and close this little bright green leaf coming there - that's a new little Streptocarpus leaf growing.
So these leaves were chopped in sections, so they are left in sections, so you can see there is a bit of slug damage on this one, there's a bit of algae growth on here but if we look here - let me bring it over this way - this is a new little Streptocarpus leaf growing at the base and these, if I just lift them up with my knife, look at these roots here. So it has rooted from the base and it's sending up little shoots round here with the tiny leaves on them.
So those have rooted. I won't pull one up to show you because I think it won't like it very much, it'll probably dry out.
So leaf cuttings are actually really fun, it's a really nice way to get kids involved as well because it's quite creative and children often really enjoy making leaf cuttings. So if you've got kids at home then get them involved in the propagation. Get them doing horticulture young I say!
So please enjoy making your leaf cuttings. Have a go, worst case scenario, as I said with the stem cuttings, is that they don't root and you've just wasted a leaf or two, so it's really not a big sacrifice but really fun to have a go, so good luck!
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