Plant propagation: Division transcript
And moving onto division. If you've watched the section on root cuttings, you'll recognise this poor Agapanthus that's had its roots chopped off, just a few of them, it's ok really. So Agapanthus 'Golden Drop', I'm going to show you how to divide it.
So division is really good, it's suitable for plants which are herbaceous perennials. Now if you think about something like an Agapanthus, you can't make a stem cutting from it because it doesn't have
any sections of stem that have nodes and internodes to be able to actually cut; it's just leaves coming all the way from the base, and that's quite common with herbaceous plants, monocotyledons in particular of bulbs, that type of plant. So division is a really good way of doing that - lots of plants can be divided.
So what you do is empty this out of its pot, I would do this if I bought it from the garden centre to get a few more, or you could have just dug it up from the garden. There might be soil around it, rather than compost, and all you do is you start to just manipulate it so the compost or soil falls away. You are trying, you want it to keep, you don't want to lose all of the compost, you want some compost still attached. You don’t want to damage the roots too much.
So there, you see a lot of the compost has fallen away there and now we can see what we are doing at the crown of the plant here. So the crown is the section of a herbaceous plant where it changes from roots into leaves and - the crown is this section in the middle.
So every split that we make, we need to make sure it's got some leaves, it's got some crown, and it's got some roots. You'll know if you haven't got crown because the leaves and roots will just fall apart
Now for some plants you can just dig your fingers in and pull and it'll split apart - I can with this one - there, I'm just pulling it into half.
Now we just tease them apart to let the roots just untangle themselves - we're trying not to damage too many of the roots - and that's one split.  So you could just pop that in a pot - look at that, two lovely, good sized plants there - or you could go further if you want to.
So you'll start to have a little look at your plant and you'll see this piece immediately is just coming so that, that's a lovely split, and you can keep going again, very nice split there and one here.
Now, with an Agapanthus they'll go down to tiny ones, this would even grow, this has got a leaf, a bit of crown where it joins the root to the leaf and it's got a really lovely root on there, so that would be fine.
So you could keep going down and down and down until you have lots of really tiny pieces like this, or you could keep them in bigger chunks, it depends how many you want. Then, when you are
ready and you've got your splits you can either plant them back into the garden or you can pot them up.
So I'm just going to pot this one up here, back into some compost, and that will grow away just fine.
And I think, from an Agapanthus I could have bought from the garden centre about this size for maybe £10 - £12, I could get maybe 20 baby Agapanthus out of it like that.
Or if I was lifting it from the garden, it could be the same, lots and lots of young ones, pot them up and grow them on then plant them back out into the garden once their roots are around the pot.
UHI 2023
